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Attention Mayoral Candidates!
by John Farrell

I have been following various mayors’ debates 
and they have all been entertaining.  The 
main issues are, of course, how to address 

affordable housing and homelessness.  All the 
candidates are for more affordable housing and 
taking care of the homeless, especially the mentally ill and drug 
addicted. Accountability of our City government is never a 
question asked of the candidates.

Our City has a budget over 
$10 billion as tax revenues 
have increased substantially 
over the years due to tourism 
and the tech industry, and as 
buildings continue to go up 
like crazy, changing the char-
acter of our neighborhoods.  
Yet basic issues such as public 
safety, housing affordability, 
and homelessness seem to be 
worse than ever.

So how can it be that there 
is a projected deficit of over 
$200 million over the next 
two years, with larger deficits 
in subsequent years? Are you 
kidding me! And this doesn’t 
take into account the over $10 
billion deficit in health care 
and pension liabilities. Prob-
ably closer to $20 billion.

Maybe it’s because the City 
hired over 5000 employees 

since 2011. Or maybe it’s 
because the City has no strat-
egy to achieve the projected 
growth. Or maybe it’s because 
in good times, programs and 
services are not as scrutinized 
in the budget process as they 
would be in a recession or 
depression. It’s all three folks.

Mark Leno and Angela Ali-
oto are the only two of the 
major mayoral candidates 

who have brought up the 
need to audit the City depart-
ments.  Leno also brought 
up performing a zero-based 
budget and stressed that if 
we can reduce the budget by 
even 1% then $100 million 
would be available for housing 
and homelessness.  Mark and 
Angela, you are on the right 
track and there is more than 

Politicians Opposing SB 827 

Defeat—Don’t Amend—Senate Bill 827
by George Wooding

SB 827 is the most harmful California zoning legislation 
ever developed, which will be a disaster for San Fran-
cisco’s residential neighborhoods. The legislation was 

authored by State Senator Scott Wiener, with the help of Brian 
Hanlon, co-founder of California YIMBY, and is completely 
supported by mayoral candidate London Breed.

Securing Enough Water After the Earthquake
by Nancy Wuerfel

If the Bay Area does experience a magnitude 7.8 earthquake for which plans are being formulated, 
San Francisco will need an unlimited volume of water for firefighting and a sufficient volume 
of drinkable water to support an estimated daytime city population of 1.3 million people that 

could be unable to leave the city.  
As we prepare for the Big One, 
it is wrong to allocate our clean 
water to be the primary source of 
water for fire suppression in the 
western parts of the city.

The SFPUC has decided to 
fight fires in the Richmond 
and Sunset Districts using only 
Hetch Hetchy water from the 
Sunset Reservoir.  Relying on 
this finite source of water is 

Who Owns Voting?
by Dr Derek Kerr

San Franciscans are seeking more autonomy in some 
of their public-private partnerships. Alongside the 
movement for a Public Bank is a similar quest for a 

Public Voting system. There’s unease when public votes 
are counted secretly by private corporations.

wrong for three important rea-
sons: (a) it is a limited supply of 
water that may be insufficient 
for the number and intensity 
of fires that will occur; (b) this 
potable water will be in short 
supply for drinking and sanita-
tion needs after the fires are out; 
and (c) there is no guarantee 
that the emptied reservoir can 
be refilled in a timely manner 
because the water transport 
lines from Hetch Hetchy into 
the city must cross three major 
East Bay earthquake faults, and 
then run for over 25 miles along 
the San Andreas Fault up the 
peninsula to the reservoir.

A 7.8 magnitude earth-
quake is 30 times more power-
ful than the 1989 Loma Prieta 

earthquake during which there 
were 27 fires in the city within 
an hour. How many fires do you 
suppose the SF Fire Depart-
ment will have to fight follow-
ing an earthquake that is 30 
times more powerful?  

We can calculate how insuf-
ficient the reservoir water vol-
ume actually is if we look at 
how much water was needed 
to extinguish the 2014 Mis-
sion Bay fire that consumed an 
entire city block.  It was publicly 
reported that this fire required 
15 million gallons of water. With 
only the north basin of Sunset 
Reservoir being seismically 

reinforced, it has just 90 million 
gallons of water available. This 
means that there would only be 
enough water to fight six one-
block fires using the Mission Bay 
fire as a model, without leaving 
any potable reserves.

In the areas of Outer Rich-
mond, Outer Sunset, and Sea 
Cliff, there are 750 square 
blocks of wood-frame build-
ings.  Considering the likeli-
hood of breakages in residential 
gas lines, it is shortsighted to 
suggest that the city’s western 
side should be restricted in its 
volume of firefighting water, 

…transparency is lacking since the 
computer codes operating the machines 
are proprietary, guarded by copyright. 
Election officials cannot verify their accu-
racy or security, or even improve them. 
Worse, existing machines lack auditing 
functions and thus, accountability for their 
transactions. Although vote tabulations 
are verified by random 1% manual tallies ...”

The 2000 Bush v. Gore “hanging-
chad” debacle drove computerized 
voting. But the new technology 
begat glitches. In 2007, California 
Secretary of State Debra Bowen 
decertified all of the proprietary 
voting systems tested because of 
security and auditing flaws. That 
year, the SF Elections Commis-
sion prioritized voting systems 
that “provide the maximum level 
of security and transparency.” The 
Department of Elections (DoE) 
then contracted with Sequoia Vot-
ing Systems. The upfront 
cost was $9.6 million. In 
2010, Dominion Voting Sys-
tems acquired Sequoia and 
became the DoE’s vendor. 
Over 11 years, these con-
tracts have totaled $22 mil-
lion. The current contract 
will expire in December 
2018 so the Elections Com-
mission has been reviewing 
its security and transparency 
goals, nicely summarized at 
www.SFopenvoting.org.

Current Problems:   Dat-
ing from the 1990s, the 
technology running our leased vot-
ing systems is antiquated. There’s 
a high risk of malfunction - and 
vulnerability to hacking, as shown 

by the breach of 
voting machines 
at the 2017 DEF-
CON conference. 
Importantly, trans-
parency is lacking 
since the computer 
codes operat-
ing the machines 
are proprietary, 
guarded by copy-
right. Election 
officials cannot verify their accu-
racy or security, or even improve 

them. Worse, existing machines 
lack auditing functions and thus, 
accountability for their transac-
tions. Although vote tabulations 

are verified by random 1% manual 
tallies, today’s voting machines 
are “black boxes” when electoral 

integrity calls for “glass boxes”. 
Compounding these flaws is 
“vendor lock-in.” Only one 
company can service or adjust 
the systems. Any adjustment 
requires vendor permission. 
And, options are limited with 
just 3 major vendors in the 
US. Ultimately, vote tabula-
tions are largely controlled by 
contractors – not government 
officials. 

Open Source Voting:   
Accordingly, the Elections 
Commission wants a publicly-
owned voting system with a 

public infrastructure - like libraries 
and parks. Hence the move toward 
open source voting. Open source 

But SB 827, as currently written, is 
opposed by a number of San Fran-
cisco politicians, including may-
oral candidates Mark Leno, Jane 
Kim, and Angela Alioto, District 7 
Supervisor Norman Yee, and former 
Mayor Art Agnos, and is opposed by 
many neighborhood groups across 
the City and the state.

In addition, the membership of 
both the Coalition for San Francisco 
Neighborhoods and the West of 
Twin Peaks Central Council voted 
to oppose SB 827.

The reason for their opposition 
is that SB 827 involves the State’s 
attempt to reign in San Francisco’s 

sovereign charter and designation 
as a Charter City. Should Wiener 
succeed in undermining the City’s 
designation as a Charter City, what 
other Charter City provisions will he 
next attempt to nullify?

Does San Francisco need SB 827? 
The 2017 Jobs-Housing Capacity 
and Growth report shows that San 
Francisco has 143,000 units of hous-
ing already in the pipeline: 5,875 
units Under Construction; 30,000 
Approved Units; 7,200 Proposed 
Applications Units; 16,450 Accessory 
Dwelling Units (ADUs); 51,000 Soft 
Site Units, including Density Bonus 

The 2017 Jobs-Housing Capacity and Growth report shows 
that San Francisco has 143,000 units of housing already in the pipe-
line: 5,875 units Under Construction; 30,000 Approved Units; 7,200 
Proposed Applications Units; 16,450 Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs); 
51,000 Soft Site Units, including Density Bonus Programs; and 15,575 
proposed Rezoning Units.  Additionally, there are an estimated 20,000 
vacant units in the city. Who needs SB 827 with 163,000 units in play?”

So how can it be that there is a projected deficit 
of over $200 million over the next two years, with larger 
deficits in subsequent years? Are you kidding me!”

A saltwater pump station to fight fires can be built underground adjacent to the ocean so that the 
landscape above is not distrubed.
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Better Care
Starts With
Andrea’s Expertise 
In Dementia.
Lean on Andrea. She and her  

expert team specialize in  

personalized dementia care with 

an emphasis on practical and

emotional support for families.

Andrea stands ready to help 

your loved one have a safer,  

happier, and healthier life. 

 See why we’re the Bay Area’s 

leading expert in senior care.

Free consultation

415.449.3777

SeniorsAtHome.org

Andrea Korsunsky,
Director, Center for
Dementia Care

We Are Sorry...
An Apology from the Publisher:

In the March issue of the Westside Observer, we printed a story pertaining to the 
issue of housing in San Francisco, especially as related to Senate Bill 827, proposed by 
State Senator Scott Wiener, accompanied by a photograph of Senator Wiener partici-
pating in the Folsom Street Fair.

As the publisher of the newspaper I am ultimately responsible and I accept the 
input from the community groups (especially the LBGTQ community) that feels that 
it was a hit piece that promotes homophobia.  This was not our intent, as we are part 
of an inclusive community of journalists who strive to bring quality local news to the 
citizens of San Francisco, and value inclusivity of all of our citizens.

We failed to recognize the ramifications of our actions, and it was a very large lack 
of judgment on our part.

I cannot undo the hurt feelings that we have caused, or the black eye that we have 
given ourselves.  It does need to be noted that this error should in no way be attrib-
utable to the writer, or the large number of neighborhood groups and associations 
within the Westside of San Francisco, who welcome inclusivity. 

I am extremely sorry about this and apologize to all citizens within the inclusive 
city of San Francisco, to the LBGTQ community and to our readers, our local com-
munity groups and advertisers who are our partners, and of course, Senator Wiener.  

With this action, we failed all of you.  It will not happen again.
Sincerely,
Mitch Bull-Publisher

An Apology from the Editor

I am the editor of the Westside Observer and take full responsibility for the photos, 
headlines and captions that appear in both the online and hardcopy editions of the 
neighborhood newspaper. I chose the photo of Scott Wiener with the caption “State 
Senator Scott Wiener at the Folsom Street Fair.” I choose photos, the writers do not, 
though they may recommend or supply photos from time-to-time. While I try to 
choose photographs with the goal of attracting interest in articles, I regret that this 
choice may have detracted from the content. 

I realize that I sometimes have a strange sense of humor and it does sometimes get 
the best of me. This is possibly from my background as a cartoonist. I hope that, if 
anyone was offended, that they will forgive me, and know that I appreciate any criti-
cisms that will help make the Westside Observer a better product. Be sure to call me 
immediately if you have a concern.

As a long-time gay activist, I certainly had no homophobic agenda in the choice of 
that particular photo, and I am sorry some may have interpreted it that way. I take it 
for granted that homophobia is a thing of the past. I have removed it from the website 
because I do not wish to detract, in any way, from the fairness and accuracy of Mr. 
Wooding’s observations. 

Doug Comstock, Editor

$70 Million in Taxpayer Funds Up in Smoke
When City Employees Violate Bullying Laws, Taxpayers Saddled
by Patrick Monette-Shaw

Taxpayers funded $70 million in settlement costs for 330 lawsuits filed by city 
employees against the City during the past 11 years who asserted other employ-
ees, supervisors, and managers had been behaving badly.

Taxpayers can’t be happy seeing their 
taxes go up in smoke for entirely preventable 
behavior involving clearly illegal prohibited 
personnel practices. 

Couldn’t that $70 million have been better 
spent fixing potholes, providing universal 
pre-school and childcare expenses, 
preventing the dumping of our elderly and 
disabled who need skilled nursing care into 
out-of-county facilities, fixing MUNI, or 
building more affordable housing?

The term “prohibited personnel practices” 
refers to behavior banned by existing 
federal, state, and local laws as unlawful 
— things such as sexual harassment and 

sexual discrimination, sexual orientation 
discrimination, racial discrimination and 
harassment, age discrimination, disability 
discrimination, wrongful termination, and 
other illegal practices.

Whether or not you care about the 330 
City employees whose careers were upended 
because they were forced to sue the City, 
you may care about what City services went 
unfunded due to the $70 million legal costs.

While researching data for my February 
2018 article “San Francisco’s #MeToo 
Sexual Harassment Scandal” in the 
Westside Observer about sexual harassment 
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 Ruminations From a Former Supervisor by Quentin Kopp
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An anonymous wag once declared: “While living in a democracy, 
you can say what you think without thinking.” Another savant 
observed: “Freedom not to listen is just as precious as freedom 

of speech.” I concur. If those declarations remind readers of any public 
figure from Donald J. Trump to the ex-mayor of Burlington, Vermont, 
now a United States Senator, I fully understand. 

More Open Late  . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

Art on West Portal . .  . .  . . 13

Education/Kocivar . .  . .  . . 14

Money Matters . . . . . . . . 14Will Durst  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Letters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Around the Town  . . . . . . 7

Lou Barberini  . . . . . . . . . 9

Calendar .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8

Police Report. .  . .  . .  . .  . .10

Remember When . . . . . . . .12

ALIOTO
Angela

M AY O R�

Angela’s experience, drive, and 
passion to improve the lives of all 
San Franciscans is unmatched in 
this race. She will rise above the 
petty, divisive politics in City Hall 
and find solutions to the issues  
that affect all of us.

www.aliotoformayor.com

We have poor, mentally unstable, addicted human beings living on 
our streets, it costs our city hundreds of millions a year, and we are 
still failing to fix the problem. All of us have had enough.

Homelessness is the biggest concern in this upcoming Mayoral election, and it 
should be. The homeless crisis diverts money and resources away from their primary  
purposes, while shifting spending and staffing priorities from where they should be.

Police Officers spend their day acting as social workers, when they should be  
policing. Department of Public Works serves as a disposal company, when its employees 
should spend their days beautifying the City and maintaining it.

I fixed homelessness before and I will do it again as your next Mayor, because we 
need to end this crisis now. As Heather Knight’s recent SF Chronicle article explained — 
My Ten-Year Plan moved 11,362 homeless adults into permanent supportive housing.

Doing the Hard Work

“...the city’s “Ten Year Plan to Abolish Chronic Homelessness,” an initiative begun by 
then-Mayor Gavin Newsom in 2004 and crafted by a council headed by Alioto.

“By 2014, the city had moved 11,362 homeless single adults into permanent 
supportive housing. Another 8,806 were given bus tickets home to receptive family 
members or friends through the city’s Homeward Bound program.

(Hey, any real politician would have taken credit for those, too. Come on, Angela!)

“Obviously, all that effort was great, but it made little dent in the city’s stubborn, 
increasingly in-your-face homeless population. Alioto says that’s exactly why she wants 
voters to send her to Room 200 in June.

“She thinks the city’s much-hyped Navigation Centers — more relaxed, service 
-rich homeless shelters — are OK, but the city needs to focus far more on permanent 
housing solutions so people don’t wind up back on the streets.

“Or you might as well just throw the money away,” Alioto said, adding she would 
focus her first 100 days as mayor on cleaning the streets and moving those in  
tents inside.

“It would be me actually doing the hard work, and it is hard work,” she said.

“Now that would make a good billboard.”

Paid for by Angela Alioto for Mayor 2018 Financial disclosures available at sfethics.org

With my eldest grandchild in col-
lege, and past service on my alma mater’s 
Alumni Council, I am increasingly sad-
dened by the state of academic freedom in 
today’s America, together with the dimi-
nution of history, Western civilization, and 
English language concentration in high 
schools, colleges, and universities. The 
American Council of Trustees and Alumni 
(ACTA) surveyed 1,100 such institutions 
last year and concluded that only 81% of 
the surveyed institutions required students 
to take a single course in composition, 
only 3% mandated an economics course, 
85% required undergraduates undergo 
a basic science class, 58% required a col-
lege-level course in mathematics, and 12% 
didn’t compel students to undergo a single 
course in any of those subjects.

Then, the problem exists of allow-
ing unpopular speakers at college cam-
puses. Astonishingly, student protests at 
Brandeis University caused cancelation of 
the world premiere of a play based on the 
life of comedian Lenny Bruce. Protesters 
attacked the play’s portrayal of the Black 
Lives Matter movement. The theater pro-
fessors agreed, announcing that the play 
“may cause discomfort, including the leg-
acy of Lenny Bruce” and additional edu-
cational programming must accompany 

such play. Last November, Knox College, a 
liberal arts institution in Illinois, canceled 
a production of Bertolt Brecht’s play The 
Good Person of Szechwan, proclaiming 
any performance should not result in “the 
emotional distress of students” agitated 
by perceived racial insensitivity. ACTA’s 
President wrote in the Boston Herald that 
both Bruce and Brecht were once attacked 
by right-wingers. Bruce was prosecuted 
in 1961 for “obscenity”; Brecht was sum-
moned before the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives Committee on Un-American 
Activities in 1947 because of the radical 
content of his writing. Brandeis University 
is named for Justice Louis Brandeis, his-
toric guardian of the First Amendment!

The National Association of Schol-
ars claims that hatred of America is now 
instilled in American schoolchildren from 
an early age, not as “hatred” itself, but in 
words such as “social justice,” “multicul-
turalism,” “resistance,” or similar language 
suggesting aversion to people who exploit 
everyone else. Probably, the best and most 
courageous analyst of free speech on 
American college campuses is Professor 
Amy Wax at the University of Pennsylva-
nia Law School. In the Wall Street Journal 

By the Numbers By Lou Barberini, CPA
The City That Has Forgotten How

In his January 2017 book The Upstarts, author Brad Stone described 
the dire level of taxicab service in the Sunset as we entered the new 
millennium: “Trying to hail a cab in the outer neighborhoods near the 

ocean was an exercise in futility.” With the proliferation of cellphones, Sunset high school 
students created a new means to party-hop between weekend venues and overcome the 
dearth of taxis — they started using their phones to contact an underground taxi service 
called gypsy cabs. 

Similarly, in another taxi-barren part of 
the city, startup multimillionaire Garrett 
Camp was equally frustrated with the city’s 
taxicab services. Camp complained, “I didn’t 
want to park on the street and I didn’t want 
people to break into it [my Mercedes]. I 
would call [a cab] and they wouldn’t show 
up.”

Camp’s solution was to summon a cab 
from every taxi company, then jump into the 
first cab that arrived, stiffing the other cabs 
simultaneously en route. Understandably, 
this tactic soon landed Camp on the taxi-
cabs’ blacklist and forced him to gravitate to 
the Sunset gypsy cab method.

Camp, an innovator, harbored a fascina-
tion with a scene from Casino Royale where 
James Bond followed a car utilizing GPS on 
his Ericsson phone. What separated Camp 
from the Sunset kids also using gypsy cabs, 
was that he envisioned the merger of the 

Sunset’s underground transportation with 
the Casino Royale-style GPS capabilities 
of a new smartphone from Apple — the 
iPhone. As one of the two eventual founders 
of Uber, Camp elevated himself from a mul-
timillionaire to multibillionaire by merely 
plagiarizing and digitizing the Sunset kid’s 
transportation system.

The purpose of recounting Camp’s story 
is neither to villainize nor extoll Uber, but 
rather to draw attention to the ludicrous-
ness of the city’s new driving restrictions 
on the formerly two-lane Taraval Street. 
The new configuration of Taraval Street 
dedicates the inner lane in each direction 
to MUNI and taxicabs. In other words, the 
city is reasonably dedicating a lane to pub-
lic transportation, while simultaneously 
providing space to taxicab services that 
were so notoriously scarce they spawned 

Cont. p. 11
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West Of Twin Peaks Central Counci by Mitch Bull Lisa Owens Viani is on a mission to save wildlife. 
by Kathy Howard

A few years ago, Owens Viani experienced a life-changing 
moment — two young hawks that she had been observing in a 
nest near her home were found dead, drowned in a swimming 

pool. Their deaths were the result of eating prey that had been lovingly 
fed to them by their parents. The prey had been poisoned by rodenti-
cides, poisons used to rid homes and businesses of pests but with disas-
trous impacts on wildlife and sometimes even pets and children.

Owens Viani vowed to halt this sense-
less destruction of such magnificent birds. 
She started locally, asking stores not to 
carry the worst kinds of rodent poison. 
However, going from store to store was 
just not making that much of a differ-
ence. So with assistance from Allen Fish, 
the Director of the Golden Gate Raptor 
Observatory, Owens Viani took the leap 
and started an organization, “Raptors Are 
the Solution” or R.A.T.S. Raptors, such as 
red-tail and Cooper’s hawks, are nature’s 
own pest-control officers.

The fight has been long and difficult. 
Poison manu-
facturers and 
many busi-
nesses have a 
vested interest 
in being able to 
use rodenticides 
extensively.
How rodenti-
cides work

Rodenticides 
are mostly anti-
c o a g u l a n t s ; 
they block the 
Vitamin K 
cycle which is 
needed for cer-
tain blood-clot-
ting proteins. When an animal ingests a 
lethal dose of the poison, it can slowly - or 
quickly, depending on the poison - bleed 
to death internally. This is an excruciat-
ingly painful way to die. 

Before it dies, the poisoned animal 
becomes desperately thirsty and may go 
out in the open to search for water. In a 
weakened condition, the animal becomes 
easy prey to larger animals that are in turn 
poisoned. When a mouse dies of rodenti-
cide poisoning, that is a primary poison-
ing. If your cat eats mice with poison in 
their systems and dies, your cat has died of 
secondary poisoning. If a coyote eats a lot 
of mice and is then eaten by a mountain 
lion, who has also eaten other poisoned 
critters, then the death of the mountain 
lion is tertiary poisoning. And yes, it hap-
pens - a lot. A wildlife report in 2014 stated 
that in the Santa Monica Mountains, “11 
of 12 mountain lions tested positive for 
exposure and two died from poisoning, 93 
of 105 bobcats tested positive for exposure 
and 70 died from related secondary dis-
ease, and 20 of 24 coyotes tested positive 
for exposure and 12 died from poisoning.” 
(National Park Service, National Wildlife 
Federation Blog) 

Even if the poisons do not kill the ani-
mal, they can make it seriously ill. For 
example, a new study shows a strong link 
between anti-coagulants and immune sys-
tem impacts such as mange in bobcats. 
How NOT to poison nature

The simple fact is that when we use 
rodenticides, we are poisoning the food 
web. We are killing the very creatures who 
could help to control the rodents we are 
trying to eliminate. Owens Viani suggests 

different approaches that are not only bet-
ter for the ecosystem but also more effec-
tive long-term in controlling rodent pests. 

The approach I like the best is putting up 
a Barn Owl box. One Barn Owl can eat up 
to 1,000 rodents a year. During breeding 
season, a family can consume over 3,000 
rodents. You can imagine the fast build-
up of poisons if only a fraction of those 
rodents have been chomping on rodenti-
cide-laden food pellets. As a result, Owens 
Viani cautions that you talk to your neigh-
bors first, so that they don’t use rat poison 
and inadvertently poison the owls you 

have so care-
fully attracted 
to your Barn 
Owl box. In 
fact, if you live 
near Golden 
Gate Park, you 
might still ask 
your neighbors 
not to use rat 
poison, as there 
are often other 
owls nesting in 
the park.

Other anti-
rodent sugges-
tions include 
removing plants 

such as ivy that rodents can hide in, not 
leaving pet food outdoors, using snap traps 
where other animals cannot be caught in 
them, tying garbage bags securely, and 
keeping dumpsters closed at all times 
(duh). You might wonder if this really 
works. According to the Marin County 
IPM (Integrated Pest Management) guide 
to controlling rodents, “Eliminate food 
and rats will relocate.” 

If you use a pest control company, ask 
them not to use poisons — if they say their 
baits are not poisonous, one wildlife expert 
suggests that you ask them to lick the bait 
in front of you. That should answer that 
question!

With help from like-minded wildlife 
conservationists and over 40 wildlife orga-
nizations, R.A.T.S. now has an extensive 
website (raptorsarethesolution.org) and 
chapters in other parts of California. 

It has been a long struggle but not 
without rewards. Owens Viani was just 
inducted into the World Owl Hall of Fame.

At the end of our interview, Owens Viani 
stated, “I am not giving up this fight.”
What you can do

Don’t use rat poison! Follow the Marin 
IPM guide (Marin County Pest Specific 
IPM Plan for Rats). Write to your state 
assembly person and ask them to sup-
port AB 2242 (Bloom) to get poisons out 
of nature’s system! Sierra Club has a site 
dedicated to wildlife protection - sign 
up! Sierra Club California CNRCC wildlife 
Committee

Katherine Howard is a member of the 
Executive Committee of the SF Group of the 
Sierra Club.

NEWS AND VIEWS…The March meeting of the West of Twin Peaks Central Coun-
cil focused on an assortment of topics ranging from What bin does this go into? (Recy-
cling) to a lengthy presentation on Water and Sewer construction and its impact on the 
new rates that have been proposed for July of this year. SB827 and the project at 250 
Laguna Honda Blvd. also were discussed at length.

Recology’s Eddie Ashley and He Jian talk the art of recycling

President Sally Stephens opened 
the meeting at 7:35 at the Forest Hills 
Clubhouse with a smaller turnout of 
delegates and attendees compared to the 
February meeting. Stephens started by 
welcoming everyone to the meeting and 
having the roll call, which resulted in 
just enough delegates being present for a 
quorum. 

Stephens followed by introducing 
the first speaker of the evening, David 
Yew, from the Forest Hills Association, 
who gave an update on the proposed 
development project at 250 Laguna Honda 
Blvd. Mr. Yew informed the 
attendees that both Supervisor 
Norman Yee’s office and the 
Mayor’s office have withdrawn 
their support of the project. 
Geotechnical tests and surveys 
of the site reported problems 
with hillside stability that could 
worsen significantly with the 
construction of the project, 
proposed by Christian Church 
Homes, and the Forest Hills 
Christian Church.

He also reported that the church 
structure, is being considered a structure 
of historic significance for its mid-century 
expressionist architecture. It 
is unclear what this fact could 
mean to future development 
on the site. The Forest Hills 
Association representative 
said the local homeowners 
owe a “debt of gratitude” to 
Supervisor Yee, who took the 
leadership on the issue as it 
related to the geotechnical 
safety, as well as trying to ensure 
that the childcare facility and 
preschool had a new location to move to 
(within the district). The pre-school is 
currently looking to move due to issues 
with the hillside behind the structure.

Bin Science took the stage next, as Eddie 
Ashley and He Jian led a conversation 
and presentation highlighting the new 
directives that Recology is putting into 
place on recycling.

The firm has expanded the types of 
items that can be recycled. Now, the 
following items can be placed into the blue 
recycling bins: coffee cups, orange juice 
type containers, cardboard soup and broth 
type containers, in addition to the “hard” 
types of plastic containers. Soft plastic 
bags and soft plastics, such as newspaper 
sleeves and produce bags can now also be 
placed in the blue bins, but with a catch: 
All of the soft plastic types of items must 
be put into a bag (or large Ziploc bag) and 
double knotted. 

The “foil lined” type of Mylar bags used 
for potato chips, Fritos, etc. cannot be 
recycled, and must still be placed into the 
black bins. Styrofoam still should be placed 
into the black bin, however if you take 
Styrofoam to the Recology site on Tunnel 
Road, it will be separated out from the 
landfill materials and sold or reprocessed.

Even empty paint cans, or aerosol 
cans (such as hair spray) can go into the 
recycling blue bin; as long as they are 
empty.

The new configuration for most 
residences will be three bins (as in the past), 
but the sizes are changing from all bins 
being 32 gallons, to a 32-gallon compost 
bin, a 64-gallon blue recycling bin, and 
a 16-gallon black landfill bin. If your 
household wishes to have a different mix 
of sizes, you should contact Recology to 
discuss your needs. For more information 
on the new recycling guidelines consult 
their website at: sfrecycle.org.

John Scarpulli, and Erin Franks, 
representatives from the SFPUC gave the 
next presentation, focusing on the many 

projects that the SFPUC is 
undertaking to improve the 
water and sewer system and 
the associated rate increases 
that are being proposed for 
implementation in July.

Scarpulli opened his portion 
with a detailed slide show of 
both the water procurement 
side of the “business” (Hetch-
Hetchy, groundwater, etc.) 
and the water treatment 
and disposal side (Sewage 

treatment, rainwater treatment, etc.). The 
SFPUC has been implementing upgrades 
and seismic strengthening to allow the 

water system to bring water 
to your tap within 24 hours 
of a 7.9 earthquake, through 
87 projects in 7 counties. The 
cumulative project cost was 
$4,800,000,000 and is 95% 
complete.

San Francisco is one of a few 
municipalities that treats all 
rain runoff as well, which puts 
a large strain on the city’s three 
treatment plants but is needed 

as rain runoff is one of the largest sources 
of pollution for our waterways, washing 
oils, pesticides and other chemicals into 
the bay and ocean. The PUC has a 20-year 
project plan to upgrade the 50-year-old 
Southeastern treatment plant, upgrade 
the sewer mains, and install green 
infrastructure projects for storm water 
collection. The expected cost for this is 
$6,900,000,000 of which $1,200,000,000 
has been approved.

Oon the financial analysis side of the 
SFPUC, Franks spoke to the group on 
the proposed rate hikes that could take 
effect in July of 2018. The SFPUC receives 
100% of their revenue from rate payers 
and users, not from tax revenue. In this 
way, they cannot show a profit (if there are 
revenue overages, refunds are worked into 
the equation), and is transparent as their 
rates are studied by an independent rate 
group every 5-years.

For value, she showed that it takes about 
$.04 (4 cents) to bring 1 gallon of water to 
the tap, or to process 1 gallon of water for 
disposal. Compared to a gallon of bottled 
water ($.99-$1.69) the value can be readily 
seen.

The proposed 2018 rate process is 
currently underway and is expected to go 
into effect on July 1. For an average single-
family home in SF, the rates are expected 
to increase an average of $10 per month 
(per year) over the 5-year period, with the 
average bill being $40 higher in June of 
2022 than today’s rates. Franks estimates 
that approximately 80% of the rate 
increases will go to help fund the capital 
improvements. For more information on 
the new rates, you can access the SFPUC 
website at: sfwater.org/rates.

A Mayoral Forum to be held on April 
26 at 7 pm at the County Fair Building 
in Golden Gate Park was discussed next. 
Coordinated by the neighborhood group 
SHARP, the WOTPCC voted unanimously 
to contribute $500 towards the costs 
associated with the event (as a co-sponsor) 

John Scarppulli, SFPUC

Erin Franks, SFPUC

Cont. p. 4

as long as WOTPCC has some input in 
formulating and asking questions of the 
candidates.

The last discussion of the evening was 
moderated by George Wooding, and 
involved discussion relating to SB827, 
which would allow the State of California 
to impose zoning guidelines and principles 
without any local oversight and control, 
resulting in large increases in density, 
and buildings up to 5 stories high that are 
exempt from local zoning and planning 
rules. Wooding sees it as an attempt to 

break down single-family homeownership 
and the homeowners’ groups. He is 
coordinating a Town Hall Meeting on 
Saturday, April 28 at the Main Library 
(in the Koret Auditorium) and would like 
people to get the word out.

Following the report, a motion was 
made for adjournment, seconded and 
approved.
The next meeting of the WOTPCC will 
be on Monday, April 23 at 7:30 PM 
at the historic Forest Hills Clubhouse.  
For more information see the WOTPCC 
website (www.westoftwinpeaks.org).

WOTPCC (Cont. from p. 4)

White-tailed kite with prey Photo: Dave Harper
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Don’t Try This At Home

SF 827 is Unwise

SB 827 is Sen Scott Wiener ‘s poorly conceived initiative to force High Density 
Housing near public transit by waiving-off the progress of a half century of wise 
urban planning and development in the cause of a housing jihad.  The legislation 

waives local government’s General Plan, mandatory Housing and Transportation ele-
ments, and their zoning, density, design, parking and other restrictions on high density 
housing close to transit.  

MIDTERM MALFUNCTIONS

Okay, Democrats, settle down. Drop the confetti and back away 
from the champagne. Stop punching each other in the arm, 
making with the whoop-whoop noises. Straighten your tie. 

These celebrations need to be put on hold. They are as premature as counting your 
chickens before they cross the road to a bridge that hasn’t been burned yet.

Sure, you might have had a few encour-
aging outcomes in some special elections 
and early midterm primaries, but those 
are as fleeting as the New York City Ballet 
dreams of an overweight third-grader in 
her first pair of toe shoes.

Do not be deceived into thinking that 
reclaiming the House of Representatives 
in November is a fast-break, slam-dunk 
because if anybody could blow a lead this 
late in the game, it’s you. And, the Atlanta 
Falcons, of course.

President Donald Trump’s approval rat-
ing could sink lower than the pressure-
release screw on the bottom of a submarine 
sewer hose, and Democrats still couldn’t 
stir the electorate with a crowbar the size 
of Chile.

You are the kings and queens of tying 
your shoelaces together and tripping over 
your own feet. Have the killer instinct of 
mud. Possess the uncanny 
ability to pluck defeat from 
the jaws of victory through 
the tiniest dental window. 
Hold the Guinness book 
record for accidentally 
rolling over on the self-
destruct button and blow-
ing everything you stand 
for to smithereens. On 
that rare occasion you take 
a stand.

And right now, multi-
tudes of ways to throw a 
monkey wrench into the midterms remain 
within your grasp. It may be over a half a 
year away. But to you do-gooder, pooch-
screwing, over-thinkers, it’s a lifetime.

The following is not just the tip of the 
iceberg of ugly scenarios that are possible 
but the crust on the nostrils of the dead 
donkey curled around the tip of the ice-
berg of ugly scenarios that are possible.

WAYS THE DEMOCRATS COULD 
SCREW UP THE MIDTERMS.

Lousy candidates. As we’ve seen in the 
past, your bench is full of them.

Horrible timing. You people would wear 
Yankees hats to Fenway Park on Nickel 

Beer Night.
Dearth of issues. You attempt to paint 

yourself as Republicans with a brain and a 
heart. Failing to realize that lacking a brain 
and a heart is the GOP’s base appeal.

Trusting the media. Yes, many reporters 
and correspondents are smart liberals. But 
most of their bosses are smarter conserva-
tives. Who love Donald J. Trump for being 
a dumpster fire that attracts eyeballs.

Getting drunk at the prom and wrecking 
daddy’s T-Bird again.

Barbra Streisand. At the last minute she 
tries to help.

Hillary Clinton. Writes another book.
Exhibit Fear. Don’t ever forget the elec-

torate can smell it.
Stormy Daniels. Entices Bill Clinton 

and/ or Anthony Weiner into being pen-
pals. Trivial stuff. Huge ugly public fights 
over whether the latest presidential rebuke 

should be printed with 
black or blue ink.

Eating your own. Does 
the term Al Franken have 
any meaning here?

Nancy Pelosi. She talks 
for another 8 hours caus-
ing people to remember, 
“oh yeah, she’s still the 
Head Dem, right?”

Two words. Bernie 
freaking Sanders.

Underestimating Don-
ald Trump. Especially 

his allure to that segment of America 
that believes professional wrestling is 
legitimate.

And finally: Two more words. Elizabeth 
freaking Warren.
Copyright © 2018, Will Durst. Will Durst 
is an award-winning, nationally acclaimed 
columnist, comic and former door-to-door 
soap salesman in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
For past columns, commentaries and a cal-
endar of personal appearances, including 
Durst Case Scenario: Midterm Madness, 
please visit willdurst.com.

 

Do not be deceived 
into thinking that reclaiming 
the House of Representatives 
in November is a fast-break, 
slam-dunk because if any-
body could blow a lead this 
late in the game, it’s you. And, 
the Atlanta Falcons, of 
course.”

I s the City’s policy of inclusive affordable housing best? San Francis-
co’s ideal is for each new development (10 units or more) to include 
affordable units. Developers who do not include affordable units in 

their housing development must pay at a penalty rate into an affordable 
housing fund, or build even more units offsite.

Is this good policy? Authors of a Reason 
Foundation study, and American Enter-
prise Institute authors, say no: it raises 
the cost of housing, and reduces supply. If 
true, a key element of SF’s housing policy 
intended to add supply is instead adding to 
the problem.

Would that civil discussion could be had 
about how to solve problems, rather than 
the status quo: reflexive attack and scold-
ing, laced with put-downs 
and moral superiority.

This author has no 
opinion on inclusionary 
affordable housing (aka 
inclusionary zoning), only 
that SF should do what 
works. Are we aimed prop-
erly at what works when 
one side of an argument is 
reflexively shut down?

“Confirmation bias” is 
the phenomenon of credit-
ing the facts that support 
your position, and overlooking or denying 
those facts that cast doubt. We all do this 
to some extent. Social media seems to add 
steroids. In the Bay Area, with its leftist 
monoculture, is their any doubt that con-
firmation bias happens more? 

If solving problems is the aim, not just 
fighting the righteous fight for our “team,” 
we need to open up to and encourage 
debate. Debate or stagnate.

###
Sea Level Rise. While rising seas 

expected over the coming decades will 
affect the eastside of town much more 
than the westside, your pocketbook likely 
will not go unaffected. How will the city 
pay for the work required? 

On the westside, in the 
next decades wastewater infrastructure at 
and near the Oceanside Treatment Plant 
is at risk. The plan is to protect it for a 
few years with sand and sandbags. Then 
an underground wall is to be built. This 
work probably won’t cost much more than 
$100 million. But eventually the Oceans-
ide Treatment Plant may be threatened, 
and may have to be moved. That would be 

costly. 
Over the next couple of 

decades the Embarcadero 
Seawall needs to be repaired 
or replaced. That will cost $4 
billion in today’s dollars, sup-
posedly, if, as seems likely, it 
is raised a few feet. 

But big public works proj-
ects tend to overrun in cost 
(and time) often by sur-
prising amounts. Example: 
the eastern span of the Bay 
Bridge: less than a billion 

originally estimated, actual cost six billion 
plus, so far. Former Mayor Brown has said 
that the initial estimate for large projects is 
a “down-payment” no one takes seriously.

Should an earthquake shake the city, 
then costs will go through the roof.

Perhaps business will pay for much of 
the eastside work, as it should. But how 
easy it is to tap homeowners! Two-thirds 
of voters are envious renters. They feel 
that lucky homeowners should share part 
of the gains in home values our city has 
generated.
Steve Lawrence is a Westside resident and 
SF Public Utility Commission stalwart. 
Feedback: lawrence@westsideobserver.com

Would that civil 
discussion could be had 
about how to solve  
problems, rather than the 
status quo: reflexive 
attack and scolding, laced 
with put-downs and 
moral superiority.”

That’s why the West of Twin Peaks Cen-
tral Council, representing our residential 
neighborhoods, and the League of Cali-
fornia Cities representing over 300 cities 
voted to oppose this misguided effort.

That is why the generalization above that, 
“higher density development near transit is 
the greenest most progressive thing we can 
do in the US today” is so sweeping as to be 
delusional.  

I’m not opposed to housing, and have a 
long history of personal and professional 
involvement in housing, as well as local/
state civil service in promoting affordable 
housing — from writing one the earliest 
state-mandated housing elements to steer-
ing — sometimes negotiating — public pri-
vate partnerships to construct affordable 
housing and agreements that funded non-
profit housing for the homeless. If I have 
any bias regarding housing it is a healthy 
skepticism that the “housing crisis”— is 
not, that preserving the unique historical 
and architectural character and quality of 
our residential neighborhoods is every bit  
as valid as Mr. Wiener’s “housing jihad,”  
and that SB 827 is not the “silver bullet.” If 

passed, I doubt it would add more than 1% 
of the new housing stock we see in the next 
decade.

For over three decades the mantra of 
rational and accountable urban develop-
ment has been summarized in three words: 
“Jobs/Housing balance!” But Mr. Wiener’s 
bill offers no “balance” to the mistakes 
of the past.  It circumvents local design 
standards and guts the minimum parking 
requirements that contribute to the unique 
character and quality of our neighbor-
hoods where — public transit or not — 
automobiles remain a reality. Finally SB 
827 circumvents resident participation in 
the local decisions and self determination 
by Cities, counties, and neighborhoods, 
with a proposal that will compromise so 
many other values we hold dear. 

Mr. Wiener and his tech allies now seek 
to use State legislation to compensate for 
years of ignoring the “jobs/housing bal-
ance” as they sought the benefit of the pro-
tech public support while he served on the 
SF Board of Supervisors. 
Bob Switzer lives on the Westside

Town Hall Meeting on SB 827 
How it can affect the neighborhood? What can we do?

Saturday, April 28 from 10 AM to noon 
Koret Auditorium SF Main Library. 



Page 6  February 2018

Voting (Cont. from p. 1)

Kopp (Cont. from p. 3)

refers to publicly accessible computer 
codes licensed by the Open Source Initia-
tive. Unlike proprietary code, open source 
software is free for anyone to inspect, copy 
and improve. Because many eyes scruti-
nize the software, it’s harder for hackers to 
corrupt it unnoticed. Though publicly vis-
ible on platforms like GitHub, the code is 
still controlled by its owner. 

Most super-computers use open source 
codes, as does the US Department of 
Defense and NASA. That’s why former 
CIA Director R. James Woolsey opined in 
the New York Times; “To Protect Voting, 
Use Open Source Software.” In fact, federal 
policy requires 20% of all new software be 
open source to facilitate inter-agency shar-
ing, cost-savings and peer review. Personal 
computers also use open source software 
via the Firefox and Chrome browsers, or 
Linux and Android operating systems. 
Open source systems are transparent, 

secure, flexible and affordable – unencum-
bered by proprietary barriers and fees. 

Plodding Progress: In 2011, the Board 
of Supervisors’ Voting Systems Task Force 
recommended an open source voting 
system. In 2014, the Board unanimously 
supported such a system, along with a fea-
sibility study by the Local Agency Forma-
tion Commission. Based on this study, the 
Elections Commission passed an Open 
Source Voting Systems Resolution in 2015, 
requesting funding to “develop and cer-
tify an open source paper-ballot voting 
system.” That means voters would still get 
paper ballots, and touch-screen votes gen-
erate a voter-verified paper trail that can be 
recounted by hand.

The plan is to advance incrementally, 
developing and certifying individual com-
ponents of the voting system. Much of 
the development would rely upon con-
sultants overseen by the DoE. Meanwhile, 
groundwork is being laid by the Election 

Commission’s Open Source Voting Sys-
tem Technical Advisory Committee1. See . 
Chaired by Commissioner Chris Jerdonek, 
PhD, its meetings are open. OSVTAC 
members are excluded from contracting 
for the new voting system. Cost savings 
are anticipated from using commercial 
off-the-shelf computer terminals and opti-
cal scanners instead of proprietary hard-
ware. Buying replacement parts would be 
cheaper. No longer obligated to a single 
vendor, the DoE could hire any contractor 
to maintain and upgrade the system. The 
Elections Commission has requested $4 
million for 2018-19 to start building it. 

That money awaits the approval of the 
Mayor’s Office and the Committee on 
Information Technology. Although San 
Francisco’s 5-Year Information & Com-
munication Technology Plan touts an 
Open Source Voting System among its 
goals, Universal Broadband is a compet-
ing objective. Until a publicly-owned vot-
ing system is created, the DoE will spend 
$2 million/year on an interim proprietary 
system that accommodates open source 
software components. 

However, the 2016-18 City Budget did 
provide $300,000 to develop “a new vot-
ing system based on open source software. 
The DoE allocated $100,000 for a salaried 
Project Director. But no satisfactory candi-
date applied. So DoE Director John Arntz 
assumed the role. In September 2017, 
the DoE engaged Slalom Consulting for 
$175,000 to “prepare a business case” for 
an open source voting system. 

Risks and Challenges:   Slalom’s Feb-
ruary 2018 draft report emphasizes the 
complexity involved and the commitment 
required to build, certify, run and main-
tain an open source system. One challenge 
is that the Secretary of State certifies entire 
voting systems – not individual compo-
nents. Building it bit by bit or adjusting 
the code won’t be easy because every single 
change needs to be reported and certified. 
Plus, the certification process is laborious 
and complicated. Similarly, a volunteer 

“open source community” that searches 
for bugs and delivers fixes will need steady 
coordination and governance. Research 
shows that without careful management, 
open source systems are susceptible to 
security and compliance risks.

Slalom’s initial cost estimates resemble 
current private contract expenses. Even 
cost savings from buying off-the-shelf 
hardware bring security risks as most of 
these devices are manufactured in other 
countries. Importantly, no other local gov-
ernment has implemented open source 
voting. Los Angeles and Travis County, 
Texas tried but didn’t follow through. 
Ominously, contractors shunned the Texas 
project because open source systems aren’t 
profitable. Not mentioned in the Slalom 
draft is the expected resistance from cor-
porate vendors. Slalom’s final report, due 
soon, will recommend more planning. 

State Support:   State funding is likely 
because California’s voting system is over-
due for an upgrade, and an open source 
model designed here could be freely copied 
by other counties. Secretary of State Alex 
Padilla described open source voting as 
“the ultimate in transparency and account-
ability.” Last year, the Assembly approved a 
$450 million upgrade to California’s voting 
machines via a 2018 Voting Moderniza-
tion Bond Act. But that measure stalled in 
the Senate. However, Governor Brown has 
proposed spending $134 million from the 
budget surplus to fix voting systems.

Elections Commissioner Chris Jerdonek 
seeks public input and support by speaking 
to community groups1. He can be reached 
at chris.jerdonek@gmail.com.
Dr. Maria Rivero and Dr. Derek Kerr were 
senior physicians at Laguna Honda Hospi-
tal where they repeatedly exposed wrong-
doing by the Department of Public Health. 
Contact: watchdogs@westsideobserver.com
1. https://osvtac.github.io
2. https://youtu.be/5mjnTk-w3cA

Extraordinary contemporary home with amazing 
Pacific Ocean Views on fabulous Devonshire. New 
construction with soaring ceilings. Truly a one of 
a kind architect designed and crafted home.

For more info., text 141 DEVON to 415.816.2811

Claudia Siegel, Top Producer, SRES & E-Pro
REALTOR®  LIC# 01440745
415.816.2811 | ClaudiaSiegel@zephyrsf.com
ClaudiaSiegel.com

CREATING EXCELLENCE WITH INTEGRITY 

COMING SOON 
141 DEVONSHIRE WAY

last February, she reported the reaction to a 
column she wrote with a University of San 
Diego Law School professor for the Phila-
delphia Inquirer on August 9, 2017, entitled 
“Paying the Price for the Breakdown of the 
Country’s Bourgeois Culture.” Pointing 
out that American males’ participation in 
the labor force “is at Depression-era lows,” 
the authors identified widespread opioid 
abuse, inner city homicides, half of all 
American children born out of wedlock, 
and more than half are raised by single 
mothers. The column caused letters, state-
ments, and petitions from students and 
professors at Penn and elsewhere attack-
ing the column as racist, white suprema-
cist, xenophobic, and hate speech. Five 
law school professors accused the authors 
of praising the 1950s. Later, 33 professors 
recommended students report any “ste-
reotyping and bias” they might perceive 
from Professor Wax. She reminds us: “The 
American way is to conduct free and open 
debate in a civil manner. We should return 
to doing that on our college campuses and 
in our society at large.”

Like San Francisco, California is now 
a “sanctuary” jurisdiction. Governor 
Edmund G. Brown, Jr. signed such legisla-
tion last year. How times change. In 1975, 
his first year as Governor, Brown opposed 
immigrants entering the U.S. as refugees, 
despite federal approval. South Vietnam 
and Cambodia were defeated by Commu-
nists in April, 1975. Hundreds of thousands 
of refugees sought entry. Mario Obledo, 
founder of the Mexican-American Legal 
Defense Fund and Brown’s Secretary of 
Health and Welfare, tried to prevent refu-
gees from landing at Travis Air Force Base 
and explored suing the Federal Govern-
ment to stop such immigration. Support-
ing Brown were U.S. Senators Joe Biden of 
Delaware and the late George McGovern 
of South Dakota.

As always, the truth about aliens is mal-
leable, and politicians are trimmers; they 
love illegal aliens as part of their politics. 
As the son of a legal immigrant and hus-
band of another legal immigrant, I scratch 
my head in dismay.
Retired former Supervisor, State Senator 
and Judge Quentin Kopp lives in District 7

$100 million out there.
Keep in mind everything is cyclical.  

There are many signs that the economy is 
slowing down, and with uncertain presi-
dential policies, the City needs to develop 
future plans to ensure vital services and 
programs are met.  I am tired of hearing 
we don’t have enough teachers, we don’t 
have enough police, we don’t have enough 
emergency operators, we don’t have 
enough sheriffs… I can go on.  It’s great 
being number one, but not in property 
crimes per capita among our nation’s 50 
biggest cities.  This has got to end.

Alioto and Leno both know that we 
need to utilize our City resources more 
effectively and efficiently, to cut waste and 
consolidate departments, programs, and 
services where applicable, to eliminate 

those that are low priority or not cost 
effective, and reallocate funds to depart-
ments that are justified.

In order to resolve the affordable hous-
ing and homeless crisis we need the neces-
sary funds available.  But before the City 
start inundating the voters with initiatives, 
I would highly recommend you look into 
your own backyard.  We need accountabil-
ity in our City government and we need to 
show it to our taxpayers.

And don’t forget that it is important to 
pick your top three mayoral choices, or at 
the least your top two this June. We are the 
City that knows how.  We need to pick a 
Mayor who will step up and take the lead.
John Farrell Broker/Realtor® – Farrell Real 
Estate, MBA, Former City Asst. Assessor-
Budget/Special Projects, Westside resident 
- farrellreinvestments@yahoo.com

Attention Candidates (Cont. from p. 1)
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Candidate Forum is this month … The West of Twin Peaks Central Council is working 
with SHARP and other West side neighborhood groups to co-sponsor a public forum 
for the candidates running for SF City Mayor in the June special election. The forum 
will be held at the Hall of Flowers County Fair Building in Golden Gate Park on Thurs-
day, April 26. This promises to be a lively and interactive event, and is a great opportu-
nity for citizens to hear how the candidates stand on the issues that are important to the 
West side. For more information visit their website at westoftwinpeaks.org.

Town Hall Meeting on SB827 … have you heard about State Senate Bill 827 on housing 
density, but don’t know what it means or how it can affect the neighborhood? There will 
be an explanation of this measure at a “Town Hall” meeting on Saturday, April 28 from 
10 AM to noon at the Koret Auditorium in the SF Main Library. 

West Portal Art Event … the West Portal Sidewalk 
Art Stroll is back! For the 30th year, artists will fill the 
avenue with photography, jewelry, paintings, ceram-
ics and other items. The event runs from Friday, April 
13 – Sunday, April 15, between 10am and 5 pm each 
day. It is free to the public. The event is sponsored by 
the West Portal Avenue Association.

Housing, Zoning and a big Mea Culpa … for anyone 
who has seen the decline in newspapers and maga-
zines, and has determined that “print is dead,” I offer 

proof to the contrary. Last month we ran a column about SB827. We ran a photo of State 
Senator Wiener with the story. Many people found the photo offensive and possibly 
homophobic. Although that was not our intent, we agreed that it was in poor judgement 
and issued an apology on our website, Facebook page and in this issue of the Westside 
Observer (pg. 2). It was also not our intent to give a “black eye” to the citizens and neigh-
borhood groups on the Westside, and for that we also apologize. We have learned les-
sons about the power of the media and public opinion and will strive to do better going 
forward. If there is a silver lining in all of this, at least it appears that people are reading 
and caring about what we publish in this little neighborhood tome.

The Music Store of West Portal … our own “hillbilly” music impresario, Shelby Ash, 
brings bluegrass and Americana music to local venues each month. Check out the 
eclectic performances right here in SF! 
13th Annual
STRiNGBAND FEVER
*a showcase of country, bluegrass, Cajun, and Americana stringbands*
April 7, 13, 14, 20, 27, 28 @ The Plough & Stars, 116 Clement St. SF
9pm doors / 9:30 show / $6-$10 sliding scale / 21+
Listen on the Radio (yes - it’s wireless!) THE BARN DANCE: *country & bluegrass 
online radio show* Tuesdays 6-8pm @KXSF / San Francisco Community Radio / Listen 
live: kxsf.fm/listen Info: http://shelbyashpresents.net/

Happenings at the Merced Library…

Knitting Circle – Tuesday, April 10, 6:00 to 7:30 P.M. 
All levels of knitters, please join us with your knit projects and spread the inspiration! 
Practice supplies provided, but bring your own if you have a special project in mind. 
For ages 13 and up. 
The Great Blue Herons of Golden Gate Park – Wednesday, April 11, 7 to 8:30 P.M. 
Great Blue Herons have been nesting in Golden Gate Park since 1993 on an island at 
Stow Lake. One hundred ninety-three chicks have learned to fly during the past 25 
years. Nancy DeStefanis, the founder and executive director of San Francisco Nature 
Education, will lecture on the thriving colony and show breathtaking photos of their 
lifecycle from their elegant courtship rituals to feeding the chicks and raising their 
young. A question-and-answer session will follow. 
Other Avenues Are Possible: Legacy of the People’s Food System of the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area – Wednesday, April 18, 7:00 to 8:30 P.M. 

Shanta Nimbark Sacharoff will read from her book, 
Other Avenues Are Possible: Legacy of the People’s Food 
System of the San Francisco Bay Area, which chronicles 
the dramatic rise and fall of the “New Wave” food co-op 
movement. She will also share a 10-minute video of the 
People’s Food System of the 1970s made by a food co-op 
worker, perhaps the only documentary that exists from 
that era. Shanta is a founding member of the 43-year-
old Other Avenues Food Co-op located in the Sunset 
District of San Francisco. She writes articles about the 

co-op movement and on nutrition and vegetarian recipes. She has published three other 
books: Flavors of India (revised ed. Book Publishing Company, 1996), The Ethnic Vege-
tarian Kitchen (101 Publication, 1984), and Cooking Together (Nimbarka Press, 2017). 
Motion Picture: I Am Sam – Wednesday, April 25, 6:15 to 8:30 P.M. 
In observance of National Autism Awareness Month, please join us for a screening 
of this touching film. Sam (Sean Penn), who has a developmental disability, fights for 
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custody of his 7-year-old daughter (Dakota Fanning), and in the process teaches his 
hardened lawyer (Michelle Pfeiffer) the value of love and family. (2001, running time: 2 
hours, 14 minutes, rating: PG-13). Popcorn will be served. 
Book-A-Librarian: Learn Basic Computer Skills Choose a topic - searching library 
databases, setting up an email account, or surfing the Internet. Basic mouse and typing 
skills required. Sign up in-person or call to make a 45-minute one-on-one appointment. 
ALL PROGRAMS AT THE LIBRARY ARE FREE. / Merced Branch, SF Public Library, 
155 Winston Drive (at 19th Avenue), SF (415) 355-2825, www.sfpl.org

Jewelry Trunk Show @ SFMOMA…
The Jewelry Trunk Show is back 
and better than ever. Due to popu-
lar demand, this year the folks at 
SFMOMA are extending the Jewelry 
Trunk Show to a second day. Shop 
23 incredible jewelry and accessory 
designers,  many of whom are trav-
eling to the U.S. for the first time to 
show off their wares at SFMOMA. 
The show is April 14 and 15 from 
10 am – 4 pm. Become a member of 
SFMOMA to get free admission and 20% off all purchases!

New fiction to check out … Napa-based author and friend of the 
paper, Craig Smith, has debuted with his novel, Lies That Bind, 
a fast paced, who-done-it that is set in Napa and Santa Rosa. It 
brings together a story of brothers, basketball, cars, AA and the 
Catholic Church. It’s a good read and a great debut. For more 
info: www.liesthatbind.com

Do you have an event, a neighborhood fact or just an observation 
to share? Drop us a line at mitch@westsideobserver.com and share 
your ideas or just let us know what you think.
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MAYORAL DEBATE

MAYORAL DEBATE

S.H.A.R.P & West of Twin Peaks Central Council

Invite You to a Mayoral Candidate Forum
Hall of Flowers County Fair Building • Golden Gate Park on 

Thursday, April 26 • 7 pm

Featuring the following candidates for Mayor:

Angela Alioto London Breed Jane Kim Mark Leno
For more information please see 

our website: www.WestofTwinPeaks.org
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April Calendar
EVERY SUNDAY • FARMERS MARKET
Farmers Market | Every Sun | 9 am–1 pm |  
Stonestown rear parking lot: at Stonestown Galleria 
(19th Ave @ Winston).

EVERY SUNDAY • VICTORIAN TOUR
Sundays | 2 pm |  Victorian era architecture of the 
city’s first suburb Lafayette Square neighborhood. San 
Francisco’s illustrious history and some steep streets. 
Fabulous views! 1801 Bush St. garden. Donations OK. 
MUNI 1, 3. Many MORE tours sfcityguides.org 

EVERY TUES • QUE SYRAH HAPPY HOUR
Every Tue Happy Hour | 4–8 pm |  Que Syrah Wine 
Bar. Take $1 off each glass, 10% off each bottle (con-
sumed on site). 230 West Portal Ave 731-7000

EVERY THURS – NIGHTLIFE
Every Thu | 6–10 pm |  The Academy of Sciences 
brings live music, science, mingling and coctails. GG 
Park $12 ($10 Members). calademy.org/nightlife.

JAZZ FRIDAYS @ THE CLIFF HOUSE
Every Fri | 7–11 pm |  The Balcony Lounge at the 
Cliff House hosts jazz every Fri night. 1 Seal Rock. cliff-
house.com/home/jazz

SATURDAYS • FREE YOGA IN THE PARK
Every Sat | 11:30 am |  Come play outdoors, in nature. 
Enjoy a rejuvenating morning flow and meditation for 
body, mind, and spirit. GG Park, Big Rec Baseball Field 
(across from the Botanical Garden). Bring a mat or 
blanket, FREE. Cancelled if raining. Dogs OK

DAILY • BOOK-A-LIBRARIAN
Learn Basic Computer Skills. Choose a topic—
search databases, set up email, or surf the web. Basic 
mouse skills required. Call 355-2825 to make an 
appointment. Merced Branch Library, 155 Winston Dr.

FRI • COMPUTER HELP FOR ADULTS
Fri Apr 6 | 4 - 5:30 pm | Drop-in and get help with a 
teen tech savvy volunteer! Bring your laptop, e-read-
ers, gadgets, digital cameras, tablets or cell phones 

and we can help you learn how to use it. Parkside 
Branch 1200 Taraval St. (Every Fri in March)

SAT • MURALS UNDER SEIGE
Sat Apr 7 | Tue-Sun 10 am - 5 pm | California Histor-
ical Society & LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes in Los Ange-
les presents ¡Murales Rebeldes!, an exhibition and 
companion publication exploring the ways in which 
Chicana/o murals in the greater Los Angeles area have 
been whitewashed, censored, neglected, and even 
destroyed. CHS 678 Mission St.

SAT • COMPUTER HELP FOR ADULTS
Sat Apr 7 | 2 - 4 pm | Drop-in and get help with a teen 
tech savvy volunteer! Bring your laptop, e-readers, 
gadgets, digital cameras, tablets or cell phones and we 
can help you learn how to use it. West Portal Branch, 
190 Lenox. (Every Sat in April)

SUN • COMPUTER HELP FOR ADULTS
Sun Apr 8 | 2 - 4 pm | Drop-in and get help with a teen 
tech savvy volunteer! Bring your laptop, e-readers, 
gadgets, digital cameras, tablets or cell phones and 
we can help you learn how to use it. Ortega Branch, 
3223 Ortega St. (Every Sun in March)

MON • AUTHOR MICHAEL FINKEL
Mon Apr 9 | 7 pm | The Stranger 
in the Woods: The Extraordinary 
Story of the Last True Hermit. Many 
people dream of escaping modern 
life—but in 1986, 20-year-old 
Christopher Knight left his home 
in Massachusetts and disappeared 

into the woods. He would not have a conversation 
with another person for the next 27 years. Journalist 
Michael Finkel shows how Knight lived in seclusion, 
developing ingenious ways to store provisions and 
stave off frostbite. Bookshop West Portal, 80 W Portal.

WED • GREAT BLUE HERONS OF GGP
Wed Apr 11 | 7 pm | Herons have 
been nesting in the park since 
1993 on an island at Stow Lake. 
193 chicks have learned to fly 
during the past 25 years. Nancy 
DeStefanis on the colony with 
photos—from their courtship 
rituals to feeding the chicks. Q & 
A will follow. Merced Branch, 155 Winston Drive.
THU • AUTHOR LIAM CALLANAN

Thu Apr12 | 7 pm |  Paris By the 
Book. When eccentric novelist 
Robert Eady abruptly vanishes, 
he leaves behind his wife, Leah, 
their daughters, and— plane 
tickets to Paris. Hoping to 
uncover clues—and her hus-
band—Leah sets off for France 

with her girls. Bookshop West Portal, 80 W Portal.

FRI-SUN • W PORTAL ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR

Fri-Sun Apr 13-15 | 10 am - 5 pm | The 30th 
Annual Fine Arts and Crafts Show takes place in 
the heart West Portal neighborhood. More than 40 

—MARCH 2018—
BESTSELLERS

WHAT ARE YOU READING?

1. To Die But Once by Jacqueline Winspear*
2. Russian Roulette: Putin’s War on America 

by Michael Isikoff & David Corn
3 . The Monk of Mokha by Dave Eggers*
4. A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles
5. An American Marriage by Tayari Jones
6. Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White 

House by Michael Wolff 
7. Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng
7. Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann
8. The Woman in the Window by A .J. Finn
9. Widows of Malabar Hill by Sujata Massey*
10. Unmasked: A Memoir by Andrew Lloyd 

Weber
11. Census by Jesse Ball
12. The Common Good by Robert Reich
13. The Woman in the Window by A .J. Finn
14. So You Want to Talk About Race by Oluo 

Ijeoma
15. Dreadful Young Ladies by Kelly Barnhill
* Spoke at BookShop West Portal; signed copies available.

PIANIST SIR ANDRÁS SCHIFF AT DAVIES SYMPHONY HALL
April 15 & 17 Brahms, Mendelssohn, Beethoven, 
Schumann, Mozart, and J.S. Bach
One of the most celebrated pianists of our time brings 
a thrilling recital program. Hungarian pianist Sir An-
drás Schiff concludes his North American tour with 
two solo recitals on April 15 & 17. The programming 
of Schiff’s tour is centered around specific works by 
Brahms and the way they relate to works of Bach, 
Mozart, Beethoven, Mendelssohn, and Schumann. 
His April 15 recital, presented as part of the San Fran-
cisco Symphony’s Great Performers Series, includes 
Brahms’ Eight Klavierstücke and Seven Fantasien; 
Beethoven’s Piano Sonata in F-sharp minor; Men-
delssohn’s Fantasy in F-sharp minor; and J.S. Bach’s 
English Suite No. 6 in D minor—considered one of 
the composer’s most innovative explorations of the suite genre. Schiff’s second solo appearance on April 17 
features Brahms’ Three Intermezzos, Six Klavierstücke, and Four Klavierstücke, as well as Schumann’s Varia-
tions on an Original Theme, Ghost Variations; Mozart’s Rondo in A minor; Beethoven’s Piano Sonata in E-flat 
major, Les Adieux; and Bach’s Prelude and Fugue No. 24 in B minor from The Well-Tempered Clavier. 

artists displaying everything from photography, 
paintings, ceramics, jewelry and much more. The 
show is free to the public and sponsored by the West 
Portal Avenue Association.

MON-FRI • BIKE & ROLL TO SCHOOL

Apr 16-20 | Citywide - thousands of youth at over 
90 schools will ride in with parents and teachers in 
“bike trains,” use their own pedal power, hop on bike 
trailers and backseats, or roll by scooter, skateboard, 
wheelchair, and stroller. List of participating schools 
/Registration at sfsaferoutes.org.
TUE • AUTHOR RICHARD ROTHSTEIN
Tue Ap 17 | 7 pm |  The Color of 
Law :A Forgotten History of How 
Our Government Segregated 
America Rothstein incontrovert-
ibly makes clear that it was seg-
regation--the laws and policy 
decisions passed by local, state, 
and federal governments--that 
promoted the discriminatory patterns that continue 
to this day. Bookshop West Portal, 80 W Portal.
TUE • COMMUNITY SAFETY MEETING
Tue Apr 17 | 6 -7 pm |  Meet with Captain Yick at 
Taraval Station. Taraval Community Relations Forum 
Meeting: 2345 24th Ave. (Every 3rd Tues.)
WED • STARTING A BUSINESS?
Wed Apr 18 | 6:30-8 pm | Setting up a business? 
Learn the right way…  LLC?  S Corp? Sole Propri-
etor? Discover the differences and reasons why one 
may be a better choice for you. Hiring Employees?  
Learn the laws that pertain to hiring employees plus 
the laws you MUST know if you have 1-20 employ-
ees in SF. West Portal Branch, 190 Lenox. 
THU • OUTER SUNSET/PARKSIDE
Thu Apr 19 | 6:30 pm  | Residents from the Outer 
Sunset and Outer Parkside (the area west of Sunset) 
to discuss key issues in the neighborhood. Outer 
Sunset Parkside Residents Association (OSPRA). 
Ortega Library, 3223 Ortega St. mediasusan2@
gmail.com (Every 3rd Thur)
MON • CENTRAL COUNCIL
Mon Apr 23 | 7 pm |   West of Twin Peaks Central 
Council meets to discuss local topics on the 4th Mon 
each month. Forest Hills Clubhouse, 381 Magellan 
Ave. westoftwinpeaks.org

WED • PEOPLE’S FOOD SYSTEM 
Wed April 18 | 7 pm | Shanta 
Nimbark Sacharoff’s book, Other 
Avenues Are Possible: Legacy of 
the People’s Food System of the 
San Francisco Bay Area chronicles 
the “New Wave” food coop move-

ment. Shanta is a founding member of the 43-year-
old Other Avenues Food Co-op located in the Sunset 
District  She also writes about nutrition and vegetar-
ian recipes. Merced Branch, 155 Winston Drive.
WED • AUTHOR GERIT QUEALY
Wed Apr 25 | 7 pm | Botani-
cal Shakespeare An Illustrated 
Compendium of All the Flowers, 
Fruits, Herbs, Trees, Seeds, and 
Grasses Sited By the World’s 
Greatest Playwright A capti-
vating, beautifully illustrated, 
one-of-a-kind color compen-
dium of the flowers, fruits, herbs, trees, seeds, and 
grasses cited in the works of the great playwright, 
William Shakespeare, with quotes from plays and 
poems. With a foreword by Dame Helen Mirren—
the first foreword she has contributed. Bookshop 
West Portal, 80 W Portal.
WED • I AM SAM—MOVIE & POPCORN
Wed Apr 25 | 6:15 pm | For Autism Awareness 
Month: Sam (Sean Penn), who has a developmental 
disability, fights for custody of his 7-year-old daugh-
ter (Dakota Fanning), and in the process teaches his 
hardened lawyer (Michelle Pfeiffer) the value of love 
and family. Merced Branch, 155 Winston Drive.
THU • MAYOR CANDIDATE FORUM
Thu Apr 26 | 7 pm | The West of Twin Peaks Central 
Council and SHARP will co-sponsor a public forum 
for the candidates running for Mayor in the June 
special election. Hall of Flowers County Fair Building 
in Golden Gate Park This promises to be a lively and 
interactive event. For more information visit their 
website at westoftwinpeaks.org.
THU • OMI NEIGHBORS IN ACTION
Thu Apr 26 | 7 pm |  OMI-NIA General Meeting at 
Temple UMC, 65 Beverly. (Every 4th Thu)
SAT • TOWN HALL MEETING/SB 827
Sat Apr 28 |10 am to noon | How it can affect the 
neighborhood? What can we do? Koret Auditorium 
SF Main Library. 100 Larkin St.
THU • AUTHOR DUNBAR-ORTIZ
Thu May 3 | 7 pm | Roxanne 
Dunbar-Ortiz - Loaded: A Dis-
arming History of the Second 
Amendment With President 
Trump suggesting that teach-
ers arm themselves, with the 
NRA portrayed as a group of 
“patriots” helping to Make 
America Great Again, with high school students 
across the country demanding a solution to the 
crisis, everyone in America needs to engage in the 
discussion about our future with an informed, his-
torical perspective on the role of guns in our society. 
America is at a critical turning point. What is the 
future for our children? Bookshop West Portal, 80 
W Portal.

Local event? editor@westsideobserver.com
Priority: Westside Events

1090 Point Lobos
San Francisco

 415-386-3330
www.CliffHouse.comw

Spring at the Cliff  House
Warm & Cozy Inside – Amazing Views Outside

• Wine Lovers’ Tuesday – Half Priced Bottled Wines*

• Bistro Wednesday Nights – $35 Three-Course Prix Fixe

• Friday Night Jazz in the Balcony Lounge

• Sunday Champagne Brunch Buffet in the Terrace Room

Valet parking every night after 5:00 pm.
Promotions are not valid on holidays, some restrictions apply. *
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ZEPHYR PROUDLY CONGRATULATES OUR 

2017 TOP PRODUCERS

 BURLINGAME         GREENBRAE          NOE VALLEY         PACIFIC HEIGHTS          POTRERO HILL          UPPER MARKET         WEST PORTAL        

Homes are what we sell. Relationships are what we build.

ZephyrRE.com

TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL AGENTS

TOP 10 AGENT TEAMS

Seated, left to right: Andrew Roth, John LePage, Tanya Dzhibrailova (#1 Companywide Agent), Isabelle Grotte (#1 Noe 
Valley Agent), Simon Shue (#1 Pacific Heights Agent). Standing, left to right: Robin Hubinsky (#1 West Portal Agent), 
Laura Kaufman, Suhl Chin. Not pictured above: Chris DeNike (#1 Marin Agent), Damon Knox (#1 Upper Market Agent).

Group at far left: Real SF Properties (#1 Upper Market Team) with Kira, Danny & Harry. Group seated at center, left: Team Howe 
(#1 Companywide Team) with Kristin, Samantha & Sherri. Group seated at center, right: Amy Clemens & Alec Mironov (#1 Noe 
Valley Team). Group at far right: The Gullicksen Group (#1 Pacific Heights Team) with Tim, Jonathan & Virginia. Back two rows, 
from left: Spiro Marin (#1 Marin Team) with Dorothy (seated) & Spiro (standing); Team Honda with Darryl & Julia (seated) and 
Nick & Jason (standing); Joan Loe�er & Jim Beitzel (seated/standing); The Valandra Group with Priya (seated) & Vicki 
(standing); The Shagley Team with Carren (seated) & Jennifer (standing); SFNorth with Greg (seated) & George (standing).
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TARAVAL STATION Crime Report

— Taraval Station Community Meeting  —
Tuesday, April 17 | 6 pm –7 pm • Taraval Police Station • taraval.org

Cont. p. 12

Captain Robert Yick

Saturday, March 3
Methamphetamine for Sale – Arrested
12:58 pm | 2000 Ocean Ave
Officers conducted a traffic stop and found 
two occupants in the vehicle in an area 
known for criminal and narcotic activi-
ties. A computer check revealed probation 
for drug related arrests and they both had 
search conditions. The officers found indi-
vidually packaged methamphetamine and 
pills and a large amount of money, as well 
as a large knife. They were arrested.
Opium Offense – Arrested
11:28 am | Great Hwy & Judah St
Officers observed a driver pass by who 
was not wearing a seatbelt and conducted 
a traffic stop. A computer check revealed 
the driver was on parole. When if he had 
any illegal drugs on him he admitted to 
possession of Fentanyl, containing opiates. 
He produced a small bag with the pills and 
he was arrested.
Check Forgery – Arrested
12:00 pm | 900 Taraval St
Officers responded to Chase bank regard-
ing a suspect who wanted to cash a check 
in an account that had a hold placed on it. 
The witness, a bank teller, discovered that 
the account had a history of three separate 
incidents of someone attempting to cash a 
fraudulent check that had been made on 
the victim’s account.  After further inves-
tigation, the officers determined that 
the suspect had gone to other banks and 
forged a check to be paid to herself. The 
suspect was arrested.
Vandalism – Theft from a Vehicle 
9:57 pm | 00 Allston Way
Officers found the reported suspect and 
determined that she had thrown a large 
stone through the side window of a house. 
The suspect then walked to the next house 
and poured liquid on the stairs which was 
determined to be a mixture of acids which 
produced a toxic cloud that entered the 
dwelling. SFFD arrived on scene and neu-
tralized the acid. She was arrested.

Sunday, March 4

Robbery
10:25 pm | Holloway Ave & Jules Ave
A man riding back from downtown on 
MUNI was walking home when three 
mask-wearing suspects grabbed him from 
behind. They went through his pockets 
and stole his property before fleeing.

Tuesday, March 6
DUI – Vehicle Collision 
1:10 am | 00 Lomita Ave
A man said they heard a crash and when 
he went out to investigate, found a dam-
aged car parked nearby. The driver told 
Officers he had to swerve and hit another 
car. He was sweaty, with watery eyes and 
slurred speech, common signs of intoxica-
tion. After a failed Field Sobriety test, he 
was cited for driving under the influence.

Thursday, March 8
Loaded Firearm in Vehicle – Marijuana
11:36 pm | San Jose Ave & De Long St
A witness said the suspect hit a parked car 
and fled. Officers found the suspect’s car 
and saw three large bags of marijuana, a 
black ski mask and gloves, and a firearm. 
The car was towed for investigation.
Assault – Cited
3:20 pm | Lee Ave & Ocean Ave
A woman was on the MUNI with her 
friend, when the suspect began to call the 
her names. They both left the MUNI when 
the suspect grabbed her hair, threw her to 
the ground and kicked her in the head. The 
suspect told officers the victim had called 
her names before she assaulted the victim. 
After further investigation, she was cited.

Friday, March 9
Stolen Property - Burglary Tools 
10:56 am | 2700 34th Ave
After a report of a possible burglary, offi-
cers found the suspect, matching the 
description, who attempted to run away. 
He threw away a window punch tool, and 
was detained and searched, revealing mul-
tiple items of jewelry, including an emerald 
pendant and various watches, rings, pins 
and earrings. He was also in possession of 

Thursday, March 1
Shoplifting with Pepper Spray
6:10 pm | 700 Taraval St
The victim, a security officer, said two 
suspects were seen talking in the check-
out line. After the first suspect paid for 
her merchandise and headed towards the 
elevator with the second suspect, who 
was pushing a cart filled with merchan-
dise that had not been paid for. Both sus-
pects entered the elevator and the victim 
attempted to stop the elevator door from 
closing. However, the suspects sprayed the 
victim with pepper spray before exiting to 
the parking area. Their car failed to start 
and they left on foot. The car was towed.
Methamphetamine Offense – Arrested
12:14 pm | 400 Capitol Ave
A male standing by the front of Sheridan 
Elementary School brought officers to the 

scene A computer check on the suspect 
revealed two warrants out of San Mateo 
County. A search of the suspect revealed a 
small baggie of methamphetamine inside 
the subject’s pocket. He was arrested.

Friday, March 2
Robbery
9:30 pm | 200 Quintara St
A man pulled his car over to an empty spot 
because he lost his way. As he was sitting 
in his car, two suspects pointed a gun and 
one of the suspects told him to get out of 
his car. He did so and tossed the keys at 
the suspect before running away. Both sus-
pects chased him. He jumped over a wall, 
fell and injured his foot but was not fol-
lowed. A witness said she heard someone 
scream and contacted him shortly after-
wards. She said told her that he fell after 
climbing a wall.

In comparison to March, the April trend for residential burglaries 
are down, and auto burglaries are still trending down from last 
year. Violent crimes are trending down from the beginning of this 

year. As a reminder, please be aware of your surroundings when you 
are leaving and returning to your residence. In addition, remember to 
secure valuable or hard to replace items in your residence.    

On Saturday, April 21, 2018 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM, Taraval 
Station will be hosting the first weekend “Coffee with a Cop” at Henry’s House of Cof-
fee at 1618 Noriega. District Supervisor Katy Tang will also be in attendance. Please 
join us for coffee and conversation and get to know your district supervisor and the 
officers assigned to Taraval Station. 

For more information, visit: taraval.org or call (415) 759-3100.

Decline in Residential Burglaries

JOIN NEIGHBORS AND MERCHANTS FOR AN 
IMPORTANT COMMUNITY CONVERSATION

Join the SF Police Officers' Association, the Community Alliance for Jobs and 
Housing, and local law enforcement leaders for a community conversation 
focusing on crime in the neighborhood. 

This gathering will focus on an update for District 4 and District 7 residents. 

WE ARE THANKFUL TO OUR PARTNERS FOR SPREADING 
THE WORD AND PARTICIPATING IN THIS EVENT:

CRIME AND PUBLIC SAFETY FORUM

SUPERVISOR KATY TANG

OUTER SUNSET/PARKSIDE 
RESIDENTS 
ASSOCIATION (OSPRA)

INNER SUNSET PARK 
NEIGHBORS

STOP CRIME SF

TO RSVP, PLEASE EMAIL INFO@SFCOMMUNITYALLIANCE.ORG 
OR CALL (415) 598-8348

SAN FRANCISCO ZOO AND GARDENS 
Connie and Bob Lurie Education Center
Sloat Blvd & Great Hwy, San Francisco, CA 94132

TUESDAY, APRIL 10TH
6:00pm - 7:30pm

vote  投票  bumoto 투표  bỏ phiếu 

June 5, 2018 Election

Your Choice.
Your City.

Vote at City Hall: beginning May 7 

Vote by mail: request by May 29

Vote at your polling place: 
on Election Day, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

sfelections.org   (415) 554-4375 

Be a Poll Worker
and earn up to $195

Get involved! ¡Participe! 
齊來參與! Makibahagi! 

여러분의참여를기다립니다!
Hãy Tham gia!

U.S. citizens and non-citizens
with legal permanent resident 
status are welcome to apply!

Apply at City Hall, Room 48 | Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Register to vote by May 21: registertovote.ca.gov
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Do you have a pinched nerve? 
We can help. 
Dear friend,
It’s hard to believe, I know, but it’s true. 

Last year more Americans were killed by 
prescription drugs than 
by guns, AIDS, suicides 
and terrorists com-
bined...But we’ll get to 
that in a minute.

Let me start by 
explaining the photo 
in this letter. You know 
when I meet people in 
town they usually say, 
“Oh yeah, I know you, 
you are Doctor Mea-
kim. You have been on 
the corner of Beach and 
Jones for years”…(and 
we just moved to our 
new office on Clement Street). Well, that’s 
me. I’m also the woman hugging her niece 
at the Jersey Shore in the picture. 

Seventeen years ago something hap-
pened that changed my life forever. I was a 
young woman living in Philadelphia when 
it happened. I was driving with a friend 
when she missed a stop sign and rammed 
into the side of another car. We were all 
shaken up. The police were called and we 
all went to the hospital. No one was bleed-
ing, so the doctors took some x-rays of 
our neck, gave us pain meds and sent us 
on our way. The next day I woke up with 
pain everywhere and it just kept getting 
worse. For years I tried everything that I 
could find. For an escape from the pain, 
I went to medical doctors, physical thera-
pists, acupuncturists, I tried special pil-
lows, and anything I thought might help. I 
spent a lot of time and money. Along the 
way I had two more car accidents and the 
pain kept getting worse and worse. I had 
developed fibromyalgia, neck pain, mid-
back pain and low-back pain with tingling 
and numbness down my right arm and 
leg. I was scared that something was really 
wrong with me. This could not be normal. 
I was only 33 years old and felt like I was 
100. That is when someone told me about a 
chiropractor that they thought could help. 
As a matter of fact, after the first person 
told me about him, two more people did 
that same week. So I made an appoint-
ment with the chiropractor. Thank good-
ness that they took the time to help me! I 
went to his office where he asked me about 
my problems, did an exam, and took some 
x-rays of my head and back. After that he 
pointed out where my nerves were pinched 
and adjusted them. The adjustment was so 
light I barely felt it. I began crying as I felt 
the pain leave my body for the first time in 
years. It may sound strange, but I was so 
happy and grateful for the relief that I still 
thank him every day! After that, I knew 
what I had to do. I had to become a chiro-
practor, and that’s how it happened! 

I have adjusted many children within the 
first 15 minutes after birth. They obviously 
didn’t complain of neck pain or back pain; 
I adjust them to keep them healthy... as 
with all the hundreds of children I care 
for in my office. 

You see, it’s not normal for kids to get ear 
infections, asthma, allergies or a number of 
other illnesses we see clear up in our office 
everyday.

When the nervous system is working 
correctly your internal resistance and heal-
ing powers are enhanced.

A healthy family does NOT rely on 
medication to make it well. My family does 
not turn to medication to seek health and 
we don’t have a “medicine chest” in our 
home. Due to years of advertising satura-
tion from the pharmaceutical companies 
most Americans do seek health from out-
side in and most families have a “medicine 
chest” filled with an average of 16 different 
medications.

In an average year, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) reports over 1.5 

million hospitalizations due to medica-
tion. Last year the WHO reported 350,000 
deaths due to medication people took... 

and 160,000 were when 
the drugs were pre-
scribed correctly. More 
people died last year 
from medication than at 
Pearl Harbor and Viet-
nam. Amazing huh?

If drugs make people 
well, then those who take 
the most should be the 
healthiest, but this simply 
isn’t the case.

Many people are 
beginning to under-
stand that health 
comes from within.  

This is why chiropractic helps so many 
people. You see, your body can heal 
itself. Your body doesn’t need any help; 
it just can’t have any interference. With 
chiropractic, we don’t add anything 
to the body or take anything from it. 
We find interference in the nervous system 
and remove it, thus enhancing the healing 
capacities of the body.

We get tremendous results ... it really is 
as simple as that.

For the past eight years, people from San 
Francisco and the surrounding area have 
come to see me with their pinched nerve 
problems.

• Headaches 
• Migraines 

 • Chronic Pain 
• Neck pain 

 • Shoulder/arm pain 
• Whiplash from car accidents 
• Backaches 
• Numbness in limbs 

 • Athletic injuries, just to name a few.
Here is what some of your neighbors 

have said:
“I had back pain for 15 plus years and two 

back operations. Now I play tennis, sit at my 
computer and enjoy an active pain free life! 
Thank you Dr. Meakim!” — A. McGrath

“All possible medicines and doctors, you 
made a miracle taking away my pain!! I 
am a happy wife and mother again!” — L 
Igudesman

“I have had chronic neck, shoulder and 
arm pain for the last 4 years. After seeing Dr. 
Meakim I can now twist off caps, button/zip 
my own pants and there is no longer a need 
for me to ice my arm in the morning and 
night! I feel more energetic, and can move 
my arm and neck pain free!” — C. Brubaker

My qualifications:
I am a graduate of Palmer College of 

Chiropractic, I have published articles in 
leading chiropractic journals and taught 
chiropractic to chiropractors! I’ve been 
helping your neighbors in San Francisco 
since 2004. I’ve been entrusted to take 
care of tiny babies to athletes that you may 
know.

My assistants are Miranda and Nancy 
and they are friendly and helpful and ready 
to assist you to set up an evaluation. Our 
clinic is both friendly and warm and we 
try our best to make you feel at home. We 
have wonderful service at an exceptional 
fee. Our clinic is called Healthy Life Chi-
ropractic and it is at 101 Clement Street (at 
the corner of Clement St. and 2nd Avenue). 
Our phone number is 415-751-7071. Call 
today for an appointment. We can help you. 
Thank you.—Dr. Christina Meakim D.C.

P.S. When accompanied by the first fam-
ily member, I am also offering the second 
family member this same examination for 
only $17.

P.P.S. Can you imagine not having to 
wait at a doctor’s office? Well, your time 
is as valuable as mine. That’s why we have 
a no-wait policy. You will be seen within 
minutes of your appointment.

P.P.P.S. Of course, all people respond dif-
ferently to care.

City that Knows How? (Cont. from p. 3)

Water Preparedness (Cont. from p. 1)
and prepare for fighting only six one-block 
fires in a 24 hour period.  The SFPUC has 
not committed to providing any more water 
sources than the Sunset Reservoir and the 
water contained in the street cisterns.  They 
hope to replenish these tanks, but get-
ting the water from Hetch Hetchy is not 
guaranteed.

There is an unlimited source of water 
in the ocean.  The SFPUC should include 
funding in the 2020 earthquake safety 
bond for building a pump station in the 
Richmond District adjacent to the ocean to 
draw water into the extended high pressure 
hydrant system known as the Auxiliary 
Water Supply System (AWSS) for firefight-
ing. This will preserve our drinking water 
for people in separate pipes.

Next, we need another water source for 
the southern neighborhoods.   The SFPUC 
should include funding in the next safety 
bond for building a pump station at Lake 
Merced to access this total of 2 billion gal-
lons of non-drinkable water for backup 
to firefighting in the 15 under-protected 
neighborhoods.

One hundred years ago our city engi-
neers had the common sense to build sea-
water pump stations and a high volume 
hydrant system in the northern and east-
ern parts of the city that are still in service 
today. Is San Francisco still “The City That 
Knows How”, or is San Francisco the City 
that knew how, but has now forgotten?

Nancy Wuerfel is a government fiscal 
analyst and served as a member of the 
Park, Recreation Open Space Advisory 
Committee (PROSAC) for 9 years .

an entire alternative industry. 
During one morning commute I moni-

tored eastbound Taraval Street traffic at 
20th Avenue. Over a 30-minute period, I 
observed 183 cars, three MUNI streetcars, 
and of course, zero taxicabs. With pedestri-
ans crossing 19th Avenue, which delays vehi-
cles’ attempting right-hand turns, eastbound 
Taraval Street vehicle traffic was stalled for 
two blocks. 

We all get it: cars are bad. And, most of us 
accept any means of transportation that does 
not expose us to gridlock, or our cars to the 
break-in epidemic. But the City’s idea to give 
Taraval Street preference to taxis, which are 
as rare as horse-drawn carriages, illustrates a 
serious disconnect between the city’s utopian 
fantasy and the billions being made by inves-
tors more attuned to Sunset residents’ trans-
portation adversities.

This article was intended to be exclusively 
about the new Taraval Street design and a city 
that has forgotten how. However, on March 
8, two stories surfaced related to a parallel 
city body that is also completely detached 
from its customer base — the SF Employees’ 
Retirement System (SFERS). 

First, an article appeared in Investment 
News describing how the insurance indus-
try is mounting a lobbying campaign to 
Congress to allow for the expansion of 
“pooled employee plans” into the 401k mar-
kets. When the article described a “pooled 
employee plan” it perfectly confirmed the 
suspected structure of SFERS’ deferred comp 
plan: A voluntary retirement savings plan 
commingled with numerous other retire-
ment savings plan around the country into 
a group annuity collective. So far, insurance 
companies have been limited to utilizing this 
profitable, but shadowy, scheme on deferred 
comp plans because they aren’t protected 
by the Department of Labor, ERISA law, or 
pension boards that lightly implement their 
fiduciary responsibility. Now the insurance 

industry is trying to infiltrate mainstream 
401k markets because it is such a lucrative 
business, although proportionally more 
risky for group annuity customers.

Second, on the same day, the Securities 
and Exchange Commission censured ING 
Insurance (Release #82837), for shifting 
dividends away from customers’ group 
annuity accounts to ING-affiliated subsid-
iaries. This ING gaming of the consumer 
is disconcerting for two reasons: One, the 
SEC findings overlapped the same period 
ING was managing SFERS’ deferred comp 
assets, and two, nobody at SFERS has 
been able to validate or explain what city 
employees’ assets are actually invested in, 
or where the assets are held.

In April 2016, when Retirement Board 
Commissioner Joe Driscoll described annui-
ties as an “inferior product,” he really nailed 
it. In light of that statement, and the con-
firming troublesome facts coming to light on 
March 8, it is difficult to reconcile why Com-
missioner Driscoll voted to approve a group 
annuity for city employees. Or why another 
SFERS board member, Wendy Paskin — 
whose private firm’s SEC filings (#801-73012 
CRD# 160004) document that none of her 
clients have been directed to as an inferior 
group annuity — while she simultaneously 
voted to steer city employees into one.

Whether it’s being realistic about traffic 
patterns or safeguarding employees’ savings, 
it appears that since the “golden rule” is being 
employed less frequently, the city that knew 
how seems to be losing its memory.

Lou Barberini’s family lives in the West 
Portal area. He has an MBA in Taxation, 
and worked for investment companies and 
a Big Four CPA firm. He currently provides 
fiduciary retirement, investment, and tax 
planning to clients of Nich Capital Part-
ners (Nichcapitalpartners.com). He can be 
reached at Lou.barberini@gmail.com

We’re On The Web:

www.westsideobserver.com
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THE FUNERAL CAR  March 1903  Funeral Streetcar 2 at Geneva Car House Published by permission of the San Francisco Metropolitan Transportation Agency Photo Library

Police Report (Cont. from p. 10)

a pair of gloves, a face shield and marijuana. 
He initially gave a false name and birthday but 
his true identity was later revealed. He was 
arrested.

Sunday, March 11
Evading a Police Officer
1:36 pm | Moraga St & 45th Ave
Sergeants on patrol for burglary suspects 
known to drive vehicles with paper dealer 
plates in place of license plate saw a Buick with 
dealer plates but the driver immediately speed 
away from them in an unsafe manner. Due to 
the continued reckless driving of the suspect, 
the officers only pursued the suspect for a 
short time.

Monday, March 12
Elder Abuse – Arrested
3:06 pm | 1300 31st Ave
The senior said he was at home, two days ago, 
when he got mad at his son for not listening 
to him. The son grabbed a wooden stick and 
hitting him in the face with it. Officers found 
the suspect and after investigation, he was 
arrested.
Driving While Under the Influence of 
Alcohol 
10:24 pm | 19th Ave & Sloat Blvd
A car on 19th Ave was reportedly drifting in 
and out of multiple lanes. Officers found the 
driver slouched over the steering wheel in 
traffic. They woke the driver and he almost 
fell over when he got out of the car. Showing 
obvious signs of intoxication and failing a field 
sobriety test, he was arrested.
Discharging Firearm – Possession of Silencer 
2:12 am | 1100 Lake Merced Blvd
A witness heard approximately 5 rapid gun 
shots, and when officers searched the area 
they found a car driving on Lake Merced Blvd 
and heard additional gun shots firing from the 
car. Numerous units detained the car and he 
left the car but refused to comply with officers 
attempting to handcuff him. A search found 
a pistol, a silencer and numerous magazines 
filled with bullets. A computer check revealed 
that he was a convicted felon. He was arrested.

Thursday, March 15
Battery
12:29 pm | Grafton Ave & Jules
A man sat down at the left rear side of a Muni, 
then attempted to get off at his stop but the 
suspect walked over and forcefully bumped 
into him. When he yelled at the suspect to be 
more careful, the suspect grabbed his head and 
attempted to gouge his eye out before fleeing.

Friday, March 16
Robbery
8:43 pm | 100 Rhine St
A woman was walking from her car to her-
home when the suspect came from behind try-
ing to pull off her purse. She resisted and was 
punched twice by the suspect, who fled. 

Saturday, March 17
Robbery - Resisting Arrest – Arrested
6:05 pm | 200 Winston Ave
A loss prevention officer said a woman was 
carrying merchandise past the registers with-
out paying. When the officer tried to detain 
the woman, a man brandished a syringe. Both 
suspects fled. Police detained the male suspect 
attempting to flee. The woman suspect fled 
the area. The man was in possession of stolen 
items worth $882.00. He was arrested.

Monday, March 19
Vandalism to Property – Arrested
7:04 pm | 1500 Ocean Ave
The witness saw a man breaking a cafe’s win-
dows. The victim said he was yelling obsceni-
ties and banged on the cafe’s windows until it 
shattered. Officers found him several blocks 
away bleeding from his forearm and hand. 
After further investigation, he was arrested.

Friday, March 23
Burglary of a Safe – Arrested
3:23 am | 3200 20th Ave
At Stonestown Galleria; three suspects rolled 
out a safe on a cart and left in a car. A secu-
rity employee said the suspects pried open the 
back doors to a store and obtained the safe. 
However, they were unable to put the safe into 
their car and left it in the parking lot. 
    Officers found the vehicle several blocks 
away and conducted a felony traffic stop. The 
passengers, got out without incident. The 

Cont. p. 14

Remember When Histoic Photo Identified
Scrolling through the subject page on your website, I noted 

the April 2014 photo taken in St. Francis Wood.  You asked for 
information, though I’m sure by now you already have answers. 
This is the information I can offer, if it will help: 

The visible houses are on San Leandro Way, between Portola 
and St. Francis Blvd.  The observation perspective is through 
back-to-back vacant lots on San Fernando Way and San Lean-
dro Way.  

The large white house seen from the back (on the right hand 
of your photo) is definitely 50 San Leandro Way, built circa 
1925. 

The two houses visible from the front are (on the left) 45 San 
Leandro Way, built circa 1915 and 51 San Leandro Way, built 
circa 1917.

The vacant lot on San Fernando Way is now occupied by 35 San Fernando, built circa 1926, and 36 San Leandro Way, question-
ably built in 1923. I do not believe that is the correct building date, because if it were built in 1923, the lot wouldn’t be vacant in 
this photo.  

So my best guess is that this photo was taken between 1918 and 1925.  
Linda Feldman, 14th & Vicente in West Portal

Thank you Linda, we will pass this first-hand historical information on to the San Francisco History Center where the San 
Francisco Historiucal Photo Collection at the SF Public Library granted our permission to publish the photo. 

Remember When?

In 1902, after the City prohibited burials within the City limits, funeral street-
cars were instituted to carry mourners and coffins out to the cemeteries in 
Colma. They were at the peak of service between about 1900 and the 1920s. 
There were two lines,  roughly following the 14 Mission route, a variation took 
San Jose Avenue in the Glen Park 
vicinity for a portion of the trip. 

There were some funeral homes 
and mortuaries near the intersec-
tion of Valencia and Mission as 
there are today, and the street-
cars stopped there to pick up the 
deceased in the coffin directly from 
the funeral home. Mourners could 
get on the car from funeral homes 
and ride with it out to Colma.
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We don’t just live in the community, we invest in our community. It’s our belief 

that real estate isn’t just about buildings – it’s about the people inside and the 

lives they build. Vanguard Properties has been gay-owned and operated since 

1985. We have supported many of our community programs, that focus on the 

LGBT+ community. 

Kevin K. Ho ESQ. | 415.297.7462 
kho@vanguardsf.com BRE# 01875957

Jonathan McNarry | 415.215.4393
jbm@vanguardsf.com BRE# 01747295

vanguardproperties.com

KevinandJonathan.com

$70 Million (Cont. from p. 2)
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WEST PORTAL 
West Portal Avenue between 15th and Ulloa
40 Professional Artists
Boutique  •  Handcrafted  •  Art al Fresco A Pacific Fine Arts Festival 

pacificfinearts.com

Presented by
The West Portal Avenue
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SIDEWALK ART STROLL

Take an Art Stroll on West Portal Sidewalks
April 13-15, 2018

The heart of West Portal is a shopping district three blocks long filled 
with all the ingredients of a delightful small town: restaurants, movie 
theater, bookstore, pubs and Mom and Pop shops. The weekend of 

April 13-15, this charming district will add to its appeal by hosting the West 
Portal Sidewalk Art Stroll—a boutique, handcrafted, family friendly art event. 

Now in its 30th year, the three-day open-air art marketplace runs Friday to 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day on West Portal Avenue between 15th 
and Ulloa featuring the works of more than 30 artists displaying photography, 
paintings, ceramics, jewelry and more. The event presents a wonderful oppor-
tunity to enjoy the sights and sounds of West Portal, to meet artists one-on-one 
and discover a handcrafted treasure that calls to you. The show is free to the 
public and is presented by the West Portal Avenue Association. 
Glass Home Accessories and Jewelry

Gila Sagy’s passion for art, color and culture blend as seamlessly as the fused 
glass pieces she creates. “The many colors and textures of glass make fusing 
so fascinating for me,” she says. “Nothing can replace the excitement of creat-
ing beautiful color combinations with glass.” Her creations, which range from 
photo holders, jewelry, wine bottle platters and more are all original, unique 
and one of a kind. Everything is made of glass pieces in multiple colors and 
textures. The process of firing in the kiln fuses all of the individual pieces 
together, culminating in Gila’s elegant art pieces.
Carved Wooden Spoons

From an early age David Rully discovered a love of woodworking, mak-
ing such things as benches, and a desk among other things. Today he makes 
wooden spoons intended to be used even though there are those customers 
who say they are going to hang them on the wall. These utensils are heirloom 
quality hardwood. “I pride myself on innovative and ergonomic design of my 
spoons that are personal to the user,” David says. “One of the more satisfying 
aspects of my work is designing specialty spoons for those who need some-
thing to fit their hand, either for personal satisfaction or due to a physical chal-
lenge. I also specialize in heirloom reproductions, such as Grandma’s spoon 
that you’re afraid to use since it’s so old.”
Painting

The paintings of Karen LeGault are set apart by a deceptive simplicity and 
a refined traditional Asian technique and aesthetic. Deeply rooted in Western 
realism and Taoist philosophy, her lush, distilled compositions express beauty, 
fragrance, rhythm and form through a magical palette where spirit is reflected 
through matter. She applies her extensive artistic skill, mastery and sensitiv-
ity to compose and balance color, shape, form and depth that engages all the 
senses, offering gorgeous paintings, commissions or prints that infuse with 
vibrant life and color the spaces in which you live, work and breathe.
“Take-Alongs”—bags and totes

Located in San Francisco, Lisa Candee hand-designs, creates and sews one-
of- a-kind original “take-alongs.” These bags and totes are handmade from 
new-life and repurposed, locally sourced fabrics. They are functional, durable 
and comfortable and have plenty of pockets so everything has a place to keep 
you organized for errands throughout your busy day. Lisa’s original take-along 
collection includes one-of-a-kind market bags, carryalls, totes and more.
Photography

For Locke Heemstra’s photographic images, the focus on landscapes is very 
much the part of expressing appreciation and awe of the natural world. He 
creates photographic canvases that have a unique artistic appearance as the 
image continues to fold around the sides to the back, eliminating the need for 
frames or glass. Locke’s early images focused on the natural wonders of the 
United States, from the rich fall foliage of New England to the vivid blues and 
greens of the California coast. In time, he began to concentrate on natural and 
manmade settings lush with color and eventually decided to combine his love 
of European culture with his new approach to color. Today Locke travels to 
Europe at least three times a year-- always searching for that special image that 
will give the viewer a sense of place.
For more information about the Art Stroll contact the West Portal Avenue Assn. 
at (415) 566-3500 or Pacific Fine Arts Festivals at (209) 267-4394 or visit www.
pacificfinearts.com/. Also Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Pinterest.

and sexual discrimination lawsuits filed by City 
employees, it became clear costs of the larger 
set of prohibited practice lawsuits needed to be 
revisited.  This is the fourth article in a series.

Public-sector employees behaving badly get 
away with engaging in prohibited behavior against 
their co-workers believing that their employer — 
through the San Francisco City Attorney’s Office 
— will pick up the costs to defend them and pay 
the settlements to aggrieved employees who are 
harmed.  As a condition of employment with the 
City, shouldn’t they be required to comply with 
existing anti-discrimination laws?  
Rising Costs of These Lawsuits

In May 2013, the Westside Observer published 
my initial article, “High Costs of City Attorney’s 
Advice” — that focused on retaliation and 
bullying of City employees — in which I reported 
the City spent at least $12.1 million.

Revisiting the issue three years later in July 
2016, the Westside Observer published the first 
update, “Bullying Costs Soar to $41.6 Million,” 
revealing that by May 29, 2016 costs had 
ballooned to $41.6 million.

In a second update in April 2017, the Observer 
published “Slouching Toward Whistleblower 
Protections.”  Costs increased from $41.6 
million to $58.2 million.

In this third update you are now reading — 
the fourth article in this series — costs jumped 
another $11.8 million to now $70 million.  The 
$57.9 million in increased costs between October 
24, 2012 and December 22, 2017 (from $12.1 
million to $70 million) represents a staggering 
478.5% change increase in costs with which 
taxpayers have been saddled.
What’s Ed Lee Got to Do With It?

Part of former Mayor Ed Lee’s enduring legacy 
will be his failure to reduce the costs of lawsuits 
against the City during his watch over City Hall.  
In fact, during Lee’s watch the number of lawsuits 
and costs soared.

Of note, between October 25, 2012 and 
December 22, 2017 — solely within the 5.2 years 
of Lee’s six-year tenure — lawsuits concluded 
account for $51.4 million (73.5%) of the $70 
million in total costs.  

Also of note, since January 2007, the $38.4 
million in City attorney time and expenses 
represents 54.8% of the $70 million, while the 
$31.6 million paid to Plaintiffs represents just 
45.2% of total costs, suggesting perhaps the City 
Attorney is over-litigating, and driving costs up.

It’s notable 158 (48%) of the 330 lawsuits 
concluded to date were filed after Lee became 
mayor.  And 82 lawsuits remaining pending, 
costs not yet settled.

The total costs of all prohibited personnel 
practice lawsuits more than doubled, from 
$22.6 million to $47.5 million, a 110% increase, 
suggesting Lee did little to reign in increasing 
violations of existing laws.
Types of Prohibited Personnel Practice Lawsuits

The top six types of cases of the 330 law-
suits concluded (“settled”) to date, Wrongful 

Termination, Racial Discrimination, “Other 
Actions,” Disability Discrimination, Sexual Dis-
crimination, and Sexual Harassment, notably 
include:
• 250 cases (75.8%) of the 330 lawsuits accounted 
for $58 million (82.8%) of the $70 million 
in total costs across the top-six categories. 
• 54 cases (16.4%) of the 330 lawsuits involved 
Wrongful Termination, accounting for just under 
$20 million (28%) of total costs.  Wrongful Ter-
mination is clearly under-reported because the 
City Attorney’s office has a habit of misclassifying 
Wrongful Termination cases as other types of cases. 
• 53 cases (16.1%) involved Racial Discrimina-
tion, accounting for over 19% of total costs.
• 36 cases (10.9%) between Sexual Harassment 
and Sexual Discrimination lawsuits accounted 
for $10 million of total costs.
• The 90 cases of Sexual Harassment, Sexual Dis-
crimination, and Wrongful Termination account 
for 27.3% of the 330 lawsuits, but a staggering 
$29.6 million (42.2%) of total costs.

As the Observer reported in “San Francisco’s 
#MeToo Sexual Harassment Scandal” in 
February, at least 61.8% of the sexual harassment 
and sexual discrimination cases specifically 
alleged in court legal briefs that they had 
experienced retaliation.  And of the Wrongful 
Termination lawsuits, 50% of the Plaintiffs also 
alleged they experienced retaliation.

The remainder of the 330 cases are equally 
concerning.  How can these behaving-
badly employees not know that disability 
discrimination, age discrimination, racial 
harassment, sexual orientation discrimination 
and harassment, and the other types of cases are 
prohibited by law?

Do Taxpayers Have Any Recourse?
If California’s legislature and the U.S. Congress 

can adopt regulations that those found to have 
engaged in sexual harassment should have to pay 
the settlements and costs of legal proceedings out 
of their own pockets, San Francisco taxpayers 
should demand that San Francisco’s Board of 
Supervisors do so, too, for every City employee 
found to have engaged in sexual harassment.

After all, this is not an issue that requires a 
meet-and-confer session with the City’s labor 
union partners.  As a condition of employment 
with the City, employees must be told that in 
order to keep their City jobs, they are required 
to comply with existing anti-discrimination laws, 
and if they don’t or won’t, they’re out!

California Assemblymember Kevin McCarty 
(D – Sacramento) introduced AB 1750 on 
January 3, 2018 to require the State Senate 
and State Assembly seek reimbursement for 
any sexual harassment settlements paid by 
California’s Legislature when there is clear 
evidence of wrongdoing by a legislator.

The U.S. House of Representatives passed a 
bill on February 6, 2018 requiring members of 
Congress to pay sexual harassment settlements 
out of their own pockets.

It’s time that taxpayers demand that not only 
should City employees found guilty of sexual 

Cont. p. 14
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$70,000 (Cont. from p. 13)

Police Report (Cont. from p. 12)

Education Carol Kocivar ©2018

Voting for Kids
A chance to do the right thing on the June ballot
By Carol Kocivar © 2018

We’ve all heard those awful stories about teacher shortages 
and low wages and lack of affordable childcare. In some communities, peo-
ple would wait around for someone else to fix this. Not in San Francisco. 

One of the best things about San Fran-
cisco is the “we can do it” mindset that 
allows us to fix real problems at the bal-
lot box.  •When you read about teachers 
taking after-school jobs driving for Uber 
or working in a bar—you know we have a 
problem.  • When you read about teach-
ers living in their cars or in a hostel—you 
know we have a 
problem.

•When your read 
about our teachers 
resigning because 
they just can’t afford 
to live here—you 
know we have a 
problem. 

• When you read that it costs $12,630 a 
year to attend UC Berkeley but $20,000 a 
year to pay for an infant or toddler early 
eduction and childcare—you know we 
have a problem.

•When your read that 
the most critical time 
in brain development is 
from birth to 3 and San 
Francisco has more than 
2400 children on the wait-
list for quality care and 
more than 1600 of these 
children are under the age 
of 3—you know we have a 
problem.

This June, San Francis-
cans have the chance to start to fix this. 
There are two measures on the ballot that 
I hope everyone supports. They are about 
San Francisco values—helping our chil-
dren and our teachers and our schools.

Proposition G: The Living Wage for 
Teachers Act of 2018 This will raise around 

$50 million a year to ensure San Francisco 
Unified School District can attract and 
retain quality teachers and staff. It estab-
lishes a $298 parcel tax for teacher pay that 
will adjust with inflation each year for the 
next 20 years. Campaign Website: yestote-
achers.com

Proposition C: Tax on commercial 
rents to fund child-
care and education. 
This would generate 
additional net annual 
revenue to the City 
of approximately 
$146 million. The 
proposed ordinance 
would raise the gross 

receipts tax paid by commercial landlords 
in San Francisco. Eighty-five percent of 
the revenues from the tax would be des-
ignated for childcare and early education, 

and 15% would be avail-
able for any public pur-
pose. Total tax collections 
would change over time 
at the rate of inflation of 
commercial rents in the 
City. Campaign website 
earlyeducattionsf.com

You can go to the San 
Francisco Department 
of Elections (http://sfgov.
org/elections/measures) 
to find more details about 

these measures
Please join with me in helping our chil-

dren and our teachers and our schools.
Carol Kocivar is a children’s advocate and 
lives in the Westside. Feedback: kocivar@
westsideobserver.com

Money Matters By Brandon Miller
Surviving a Volatile Investment Market

The President tweets and the markets soar. His next tweet sends 
the Dow toward its worst day ever. Months of astounding gains 
are wiped out in a single day. And before you can fully absorb 

what has happened, another domestic or global situation causes the 
market to rise and fall like a Richter scale during an earthquake swarm.

So how do you keep calm and carry on 
when it comes to your investments? Here 
are a few suggestions:

Keep things in perspective. Simply put, 
volatility is a given when you are invest-
ing. Everything from political uncertainty 
at home or in the far corners of the world 
to natural disasters to breakthrough dis-
coveries can impact investor confidence. 
But history has repeatedly shown us that 
market setbacks are typically followed by 
periods of recovery.

Create a goals-based plan. Instead of 
chasing the next great investment or bail-
ing out when stocks tank, develop an 
investing strategy that centers around what 
you want to achieve in life. Your goals are 
probably more stable than the markets, so 
a solid plan makes it easier to weather ups 
and downs. 

 A goals-based plan also removes the 
temptation to try market timing, where 
you attempt to buy when investments are 
low and sell when they’re high. This is 
challenging, to say the least, since no one 
really knows where the market is headed at 
any given time. And it could actually end 
up costing you money if you get into or out 
of the market at the wrong time.

Diversify your investments. Investing in 
different types of assets helps spread out 
your risk. Often when one type of invest-
ment is down, another asset class may be 
experiencing banner growth. For example, 
bonds may offer an island of stability when 
stocks and other equities are plummet-
ing. Using an asset allocation strategy, you 
can balance risk and reward by investing 
in different types of assets in portions that 
make sense for your goals, risk tolerance 
and time horizon.

Invest regularly. One of the smartest 
ways to combat market uncertainty is to 
create a regular investment schedule. You 
can choose any interval that works for 
you—weekly, monthly, quarterly or per 
paycheck. The beauty of this strategy is that 
you invest during both peaks and valleys, 
which helps even things out. And this dis-
ciplined approach helps ensure that short-
term downturns have minimal impact on 
your portfolio’s ultimate performance.

Review your investments often. The 
world is always changing and your 
investments may need to change too, to 
reflect new realities. An annual review of 
your portfolio can help make sure your 

investments take advantage of new oppor-
tunities, while still aligning with your ulti-
mate investment goals.

Turn to the professionals. You may have 
read through all of these suggestions and 
still not be totally comfortable making 
important investment decisions yourself. 
No worries. A financial planner  can help 
you sort through the myriad options and 
create an investment strategy that works 
best for you. 

If you are nervous about your invest-
ments, especially when the market makes a 
major correction and drops precipitously, 
you might be in the wrong ones. A finan-
cial professional can help you find assets 
that are a better fit for your risk tolerance. 
They can also make sure your investments 
reflect your values (keeping gun invest-
ments out of your portfolio, for example), 
and advance you toward your goals.

Whether you turn to professional help 
or invest on your own, the main thing to 
remember is that a solid financial plan that 
is based on your goals provides one of the 
best antidotes to the anxiety caused by a 
roller-coaster investment market.

Given that the tweeter-in-chief has 
almost three more years remaining in his 
term, creating a solid financial plan now 
may save you from an ulcer later. 

The opinions expressed in this article 
are for general informational purposes 
only and are not intended to provide spe-
cific advice or recommendations for any 
individual or on any specific security. It is 
only intended to provide education about 
the financial industry. To determine which 
investments may be appropriate for you, 
consult your financial advisor prior to 
investing. Any past performance discussed 
during this program is no guarantee of 
future results. Any indices referenced for 
comparison are unmanaged and cannot 
be invested into directly. As always please 
remember investing involves risk and pos-
sible loss of principal capital; please seek 
advice from a licensed professional.
Brio Financial Group is a registered invest-
ment adviser. Advisory services are only 
offered to clients or prospective clients where 
Brio Financial Group and its representa-
tives are properly licensed or exempt from 
licensure. No advice may be rendered by 
Brio Financial Group unless a client service 
agreement is in place.

harassment and sexual discrimination 
have to pay the settlement awards and legal 
costs themselves, employees found to have 
violated all of the other prohibited personnel 
practice categories should also have to pay 
those costs themselves, too.  

This shouldn’t be limited just to sexual 
harassment and sexual discrimination 
lawsuits.  City Hall needs to get serious 
about making these behaving-badly City 
employees pay for their misbehavior out 
of their own pockets!  That will be the 
quickest and most effective way to stop these 

behaving-badly employees dead in their 
tracks.

An expanded version of this article with 
hyperlinks and additional tabular data 
is available on the author’s web site at 
stopLHHdownsize.com.

Monette-Shaw is a columnist for San 
Francisco’s Westside Observer newspaper, 
and a member of the California First 
Amendment Coalition (FAC) and the 
ACLU.  He operates stopLHHdownsize.
com.  Contact him at monette-shaw@
westsideobserver.com.

driver, refused staying in the car. A crow-
bar which was used to break into the store 
and clothing matched security camera 
video. A computer check revealed that one 
of the suspects was on probation. They 
were arrested.

Sunday, March 25
Homicide with Sharp Object – Arrested
2:16 pm | 00 Chester Ave
Officers found the suspect bleeding and 
holding a knife while the victim lay on 
the ground nearby with stab wounds. 

After the suspect dropped the knife he 
was handcuffed. A witness said that both 
were members of the church with marital 
issues. Earlier, the suspect had come into 
the church, spoke to the victim, then sud-
denly stabbed the victim and then himself. 
The suspect was arrested and hospitalized. 
The investigation is ongoing. 

Editor’s Note: These are highlights of the 
crime report. For the complete reports, 
visit taraval.orgv
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 Real Travel By Sergio Nibbi

HAIR SALON & BARBER SHOP

Looking for a change? Stylists Wanted
Attractive chair rental rates / commissions for new stylists

Programs; and 15,575 proposed Rezoning 
Units. Additionally, there are an estimated 
20,000 vacant units in the city. Who needs 
SB 827 with 163,000 units in play?

SB 827 would mandate that every inch of 
land within a half-mile of a light rail stop or 
a bus stop having buses that come at least 
once every 15 minutes during rush hour 
allow constructing buildings as high as 
55- to 85-feet with no parking requirements 
and no density limitations. Plus, no addi-
tional city infrastructure will be required 
or added. This regulation impacts 96% of 
San Francisco real estate. 

Breed is Wiener’s only candidate-for-
mayor supporting SB 827. Her record on 
building affordable housing in District 5 
speaks for itself, which has been dismal.

Even mayoral candidate Mark Leno, who 
is endorsed by Scott Wiener and initially 
supported SB 827, has backed away from 
supporting SB 827. At a March 15 Bernal 
Heights mayoral debate Leno stated: “As I 
have said in other forums … I am opposed 
to the bill as introduced. It’s now amended 
and I still have problems with the bill. Can a 
one-size-fits-all [approach] work? What does 
San Francisco’s land use policy and planning 
and State law — [since San Francisco is] 
surrounded by water on three sides, have to 
do with the rest of the state? San Francisco 
is already building more housing per capita 
than any other county in the state. SB 827 is 
very problematic.”

Mayoral candidate Angela Alioto also 
used to be for SB 827 and is now against 
it. She stated in Curbed San Francisco on 
March 6, 2018:

“I want everybody to be able to live in this 
city. It’s a very special city, so where we put our 
housing that we desperately need is extremely 
important. You can’t take the soul of the city 
away from the city by just building all over the 
place.

“When Scott Wiener is talking about a 
transit hub [with his proposed SB 827 bill] 
he has to be talking about a large transit hub, 
not a bus way [stop]. There are certain areas 
where you can’t go up to ten stories. Geary has 
been really picked on in this campaign, but 
having said that you can’t go into single resi-
dence corridors and build ten stories.”

When mayoral candidate London Breed 
was asked: “Do you support Scott Wiener’s 
SB 827?,” she responded:

“Yes. I do want to ensure SB 827 has/main-
tains strong protections for low-income com-
munities, rent control, as well as demolition 
and inclusionary issues. My friend and for-
mer colleague Scott Wiener is an unrivaled 
leader on housing issues and always works 
hard to accommodate concerns and revisions 
in his legislation. I am optimistic he and the 
legislature will get this right. Transit-oriented 
housing isn’t just good for housing; it’s critical 
for the environment.”

Mayoral candidate Jane Kim is a definite 
“No” on SB 827. Kim has been against the 

bill from its inception. She states: 
“State politicians have been rushing for-

ward a ‘transit oriented’ housing proposal 
that will allow virtually unlimited con-
struction of luxury condos throughout San 
Francisco.

“SB 827 is a failure. We can build 
more housing without destroying our 
neighborhoods.

“We can entitle thousands of units faster 
and more affordably by streamlining the 
process for accessory dwelling units in single 
family homes and approving more three- to 
ten-unit residential buildings throughout the 
City. We can secure construction loans for 
homeowners and small builders to get these 
units built. And these units will be more 
affordable to everyday San Franciscans by 
virtue of the lower cost of their construction.

“We can also establish a citywide infra-
structure bank to fund necessary public 
infrastructure for our growing neighbor-
hoods so the 30,000 units of housing 
approved by the City, but stalled by delayed 
infrastructure can be built as soon as 
possible.

“I oppose this brazen giveaway to devel-
opers — it rewards cities that refuse to build 
public transit and pollute the environment 
and allows unchecked luxury development 
throughout San Francisco. And who ben-
efits from building luxury condos? Luxury 
condo developers. They will make billions of 
dollars. The reality is many of these luxury 
units [will] remain empty as investment 
properties. Vacant luxury condos don’t build 
community, house our residents, or make 
our neighborhoods safer.

Let’s build more housing — but let’s do it 
the right way.”

True to form, Wiener has repeatedly 
made rude comments about Kim. Perhaps 
it is time he grows up.

District 7 Supervisor Norman Yee — not 
a June 2018 candidate for mayor — has 
perhaps the best insight into Wiener’s SB 
827 and its companion bill, SB 828.

 “I believe that by being a co-sponsor of 
Supervisor Peskin’s resolution [to kill SB 827 
and accept no new amendments] along with 
the rest of our co-sponsors, [we] are sending 
a strong an unambiguous signal that we are 
against cookie-cutter responses to our hous-
ing crisis and that we believe in retaining local 
control over local land-use decisions.

“I am in favor of building new housing on 
the West Side, but there has to be community 
input and we have to be able to ensure that 
we also meet our City’s housing balance goals 
by creating more affordable units than we are 
currently generating. These bills would almost 
certainly spur more luxury housing produc-
tion and exacerbate the affordability crisis 
that we find ourselves in, while doing nothing 
to improve our transit and parking.

“Getting ourselves out of our affordable 
housing crisis will require complex solu-
tions. We should maximize affordable hous-
ing production on publicly-owned land and 

SB 827(Cont. from p. 1)

Sergio is on vacation. He will be back next month!

encourage development along transit corri-
dors while working to prevent displacement. 
We also need to generate more revenue 
streams for affordable housing development 
so that we are not reliant on the market to 
provide for our affordable housing needs. 
Of course, we should not stifle local deci-
sion making. Our communities have to 
play a central role in developing responses 
that preserve our cultural and economic 
diversity and character, while striving to 
accommodate the population growth that 
we know is happening.” 

On March 25 the Chronicle reported 
Scott Wiener stated: “The bill has defi-
nitely struck a nerve,” Wiener said. “I knew 
it would be a controversial and hard bill, 
but I didn’t anticipate this level of focus.”

The Chronicle’s article noted Wiener’s 
housing bill would give the state veto 
power over cities’ housing plans. Wiener 
seeks to veto local decision-making over 
our sovereign land use decisions.

Clearly SB 827 is starting to crumble, 
since San Francisco voters have started to 
realize how Wiener’s legislation will dam-
age their residential neighborhoods.

Owners of residential housing and ten-
ant activists view SB 827 as a blunt over-
reach of state power that would destroy 
the character of local communities while 
displacing long-established residents so 
developers can build more luxury condo 
towers for rich people.

An eight to ten-story house could be 
built right beside your residential home. 
There are no floor area ratio (FAR) 
restrictions, so 20 or more units under 
300 square feet could be built. Devel-
opers wouldn’t be required to add any 
infrastructure. No cars will be allowed. 
Neighborhood Covenants, Conditions 
and Restrictions (CC&Rs) will become 
meaningless.

SB 827 will undoubtedly lead to the 
massive demolition of the limited afford-
able housing stock. Rent-controlled hous-
ing will be purchased by investors who 
will replace it by five to eight-story mar-
ket-rate housing. Wiener wants to add 
an amendment protecting lower-income 
housing, but when you are pushed out 
of your unit, you’re effectively gone. San 
Francisco’s lower-income neighborhoods, 
including communities of color, will be 
obliterated by SB 827.

The Planning Department states that 
the least expensive housing is “hous-
ing that is already built. This housing will 
slowly disappear.” The Board of Supervi-
sors proposed Resolution recommending 
amendments — but not outright rejec-
tion of SB 827 — notes that the Planning 
Department’s analysis of SB 827 dated 
February 5, 2018 “identified concerns about 
the State’s attempt to undermine San Fran-
cisco’s sovereign local Planning Code and 
Design standards, which are the backbone 
of the City’s commitment to creating livable, 
walkable and complete neighborhoods.”

The concerns of the residential neigh-
borhoods on the merits of SB 827 are 
numerous, which we have repeatedly 
expressed i. But our ultimate concern is 
to retain San Francisco’s control over land 
use regulation, which SB 827 would essen-
tially end. Hence, the goal is to defeat the 
bill, not amend it, and that is the message 
which we need the Supervisors and the 
Mayor to understand and support.

The bill neuters San Francisco, a char-
ter city, from managing one of its most 
important functions: Local land use regu-
lation. Normally, state legislation cannot 
trump the power of charter cities, such 
as San Francisco, to exclusively regulate 
municipal affairs such as land use. The 
only exception to that principle is if there 
is a “matter of compelling state interest” 
that is not being addressed statewide. In 
rare cases, state legislation on such mat-
ters can overcome local control.

Wiener’s broad-brushstroke bill will 
apply to all 131 Charter/Home Rule cit-
ies (27.2%) of the 482 total California 
municipalities.

SB 827 does not meet the requirements 
of that rare exception, and the Board and 
the Mayor should all want to preserve that 

control right to San Francisco, including 
the right to judicially challenge it. Oppos-
ing the bill on that basis should not be a 
partisan issue because all of City Supervi-
sors and the Mayor should be collectively 
fighting to keep land use controls within 
San Francisco’s control. They can fight 
about the manner of such regulation, but 
not about its existence.

Abdicating this power to the state 
through SB 827 means elected officials 
deciding such issues for San Francisco 
are not playing with a full deck. Rather, 
our land use decisions will be decided by 
those in the state, including Senator Wie-
ner, who have little or no skin in the game, 
affecting most of the state. Is this what 
our elected officials should be allowing to 
happen? 

SB 827 must be rejected not only 
because of the harm it will directly cause, 
but also because of its cynical destruction 
of democratic processes and environmen-
tal review under the California Environ-
mental Quality Act (CEQA), preventing 
local communities from creating a more 
sustainable path towards development.

According to Zev Yarloslavsky, Direc-
tor of the Los Angeles Initiative at UCLA 
Luskin School of Public Affairs Wiener’s 
bill would “radically change Southern Cal-
ifornia by eviscerating decades of planning.”

Yarloslavsky further notes: “SB 827 is 
not a housing bill; it’s a real-estate bill. It 
is intended to monetize real estate. This 
bill is not about YIMBYs (Yes In My Back 
Yard) vs. NIMBYs (Not In My Back Yard); 
it’s about WIMBYS — Wall Street in My 
Backyard. With one stroke of the pen, the 
State Legislature could totally transform 
the economics of real-estate development 
in Los Angeles — while totally eviscerating 
decades of planning.”

San Francisco’s YIMBY advocates are a 
small, self-entitled lobbying group whose 
leaders are paid through contributions 
from developers and high-technology 
companies to be lobbyists.

The YIMBY membership has no sense 
of history and don’t realize how hard pre-
vious generations of San Franciscans had 
to work to either own a house or find a 
good apartment. YIMBYs believe their 
housing problems are unique to just them, 
and complain about how unfairly they are 
treated. I feel sorry for these genuinely 
nice people with little money. YIMBY 
leaders are just opportunists, hoping to 
make more money in a new Gold Rush 
from housing development profits. 

Stephen Frank’s brilliant article in the 
March 23, 2018 California Political Review, 
“SB 827: Racist Declaration of War” states: 
“YIMBY groups are the very definition of 
‘astroturf ’—fake grassroots organizations 
backed by corporate industry.”

Frank further wrote: 
“The bill is backed by a group that calls 

itself the YIMBY’s, which stands for ‘Yes 
in my backyard.’ Like the colonizers whose 
agenda they seek to replicate, it takes a cer-
tain entitlement/supremacist mindset to 
call a community they didn’t grow up in, 
don’t live in, or are new to, as ‘their’ [back-
yards]. It’s not their backyard — it’s ours. 
And we’re not about to give it up.”

Should SB 827 pass, and you live in a 
residential neighborhood, prepare your-
self to have one of these housing mon-
strosities built near your home. If you’re 
a renter, be prepared to be pushed out of 
the City.

On March 12, the Board of Supervisor’s 
Land Use and Transportation Commit-
tee passed a Resolution recommending 
that the full Board of Supervisors adopt 
on April 3 mere amendments to SB 827, 
not recommending that SB 827 be killed, 
completely. Contact the Board of Super-
visors urging them to recommend com-
pletely killing SB 827, not merely noodling 
with amendments to Wiener’s misguided 
legislation. 

Tell your Supervisors: Kill SB 827, don’t 
amend it.
George Wooding President, Coalition For 
San Francisco Neighborhoods. Feedback: 
wooding@westsideobserver.com
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Proudly Serving The Families of West of Twin Peaks

The Bud Duggan Family Serving the Bay Area Since 1903

“Caring Service 
is our  

Highest Priority”

Duggan’s Serra Mortuary, Daly City 415 587-4500 FD1098
Driscoll’s Valencia St. Serra Mortuary, SF 415 970-8801 FD1665
Sullivan’s Funeral Home, SF 415 621-4567 FD 228

Parking Available at all locations
Most Convenient San Francisco/Peninsula Locations

Traditional and Cremation Services
Contact our Pre-Arrangement Department for your 

FREE Personal Planning Guide
“My Funeral, My Way

VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER ACCEPTED

dugansserra.com    •    driscollsmortuary.com    •    sullivansfuneralandcremation.com

Serving Food As Good As Our Prices Are Low

Where Friends Meet

Where Friends 
Meet

Synergy One Lending Inc. d/b/a Retirement Funding Solutions, NMLS 1025894. 3131 Camino Del Rio N 190, San Diego, CA 92108. Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight 
under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act – California License 4131356. These materials are not from, and were not approved by, HUD or FHA.  

Considering a Reverse Mortgage?

RFS.1518.17.V1

CALL NOW to see how much you qualify for...Available to eligible 
homeowners age 62 or older

• Increased FHA Lending Limits
• Higher Jumbo Loan Lending Limits (Home Values 1 Million and Over)

Licensed HECM Specialist 
NMLS #545774  

KATHY AFFELTRANGER 

415.209.4769 or ka�eltranger@rfslends.com
www.ReverseByKathy.com

New for 2018!

Your local 
trusted expert 

Assemblymember Phil Ting 
invites you to 2 Events

Coffee Break
with Assemblymember Kevin Mullin
Friday, April 20th 
Noon - 1:30 p.m.
United Irish Cultural 
Center Restaurant
2700 45th Ave. in San Francisco

Come join us for coffee and a discussion  
about current legislation and the state budget.  
Coffee provided at no taxpayer expense.

 

BIKE FAIR
Saturday, April 28th / 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Francis Scott Key Elementary School

1530 43rd Ave. in San Francisco

OBSTACLE COURSE  •  BELL & HELMET GIVEAWAY  
BIKE REPAIR  •  BIKE EDUCATION  •  BIKE LEGISLATION  

EVENT PARTNERS INCLUDE: Safe Routes to Schools,  
SF Public Utilities Commission, San Francisco Bicycle Coalition,  

YBike, WalkSF, Francis Scott Key School and PTA.

 For more information or to RSVP,  
please contact my district office  

at (415) 557-2312 or visit  
a19.asmdc.org/events.

I hope to see you there!


