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Pacific Rod & Gun Club Threatened

RUMINATIONS OF A FORMER CITIZEN SUPERVISOR
by Quentin Kopp

For long-time San Franciscans
certain institutions possess historical
and cultural values which apparently
command no respect, much less even
understanding of history, by modern
day zealots and architects of revision.
One such example involves the storied
Cow Palace, which began operation in
1941 and has been the venue of musi-
cal, sporting, artistic, social and other entertainment events
and conventions for 67 years.

Another blazing example relates to ill-disguised efforts
to terminate the Pacific Rod and Gun Club use of facili-
ties at Lake Merced. As an honorary member of the Pacific
Rod and Gun Club and its neighbor since 1973, I believe
I can comment upon the benign and useful presence of
my neighbor, which has leased from the City and operated
for nearly three-quarters of a century a modest portion of
the western side of Lake Merced. Although the scheme to
destroy the Cow Palace receives rather constant publicity,
as surely befits an institution attracting over 500,000 visitors
per year, the sly aspiration of ill-motivated city government
and allied interests to abolish the Pacific Rod and Gun Club
escapes attention.

In early April, The San Francisco Chronicle showed
good sense in alerting San Franciscans and other Bay Area
residents to the ill-disguised attempt to eliminate my neigh-
bor, the Rod and Gun Club. That was almost immediately
met by protestation from three of the ambitious perpetra-
tors, who, describing themselves as “long-time advocates of
restoring Lake Merced..” professed to work “collaborately
with members of the gun club and their affinity groups and
respect their point of view.” Notice the last phrase, to wit,
“respect their point of view.” While extolling in a self-serving
fashion their alleged personal efforts to bring “good health”
to Lake Merced, they degrade the use of the Club’s 14-acre
leasehold and the number of persons using the premises for
sport shooting and social events. The purpose, however, of
such self-proclaimed servants of the public at large appears
clear to this long-time neighbor and admirer of the Club.

Here’s a rapid summary of recent history: approximately
four years ago the San Francisco Public Utilities Commis-
sion began a study of Lake Merced. The professed theme
was maintenance and improvement of Lake Merced. A
so-called “Lake Merced Task Force” was organized. People
who rarely visited or used Lake Merced and don't live in
our neighborhood comprise “task force” members. More-
over, the task force consultant just happens to work for San
Francisco State, an identified potential Club predator. As
authors of the aforementioned expiating article, San Fran-
cisco Beautiful’s executive director, a Golden Gate Audubon
Society Conservation Committee member and a Califor-
nia Trout Program Director condemn the Club with faint
praise, but their “open forum” article in The Chronicle gives
them away. They confess to examining such uses to replace
the Club’s leasehold as a “launching facility for local high
school and adult rowing programs; a facility for recreational
boat rentals; a nature and environmental center; a children’s
play area; a restoration site for dune and wetland habitats;
and a youth fishing program” They then declare that the
“suggestion” from unidentified persons of “room for a com-
promise where the gun club would share the site with other
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Outer Sunsetto Lose J

Outer Sunset’s John’s Ocean Beach Cafe, a
neighborhood landmark across from the Zoo
will soon be a thing of the past. The question at
the Planning Commission hearing on May 22nd
was not about the fate of the business, so much
as what would be taking its place. The proposed
five story project found little encouragement
from the neighbors who live around it.

Neighbors of the long-time business
addressed the Appeal of the Negative Declara-
tion for the proposed project at 2800 Sloat Blvd.
filed by SPEAK, the Sunset-Parkside Education
and Action Committee.

Planning Staff described the project as a
mixed use building, consisting of 56 residential
units above ground floor commercial with park-
ing underground, and demolition of 3 commer-
cial buildings and a service parking lot.

SPEAK’s appeal is based on the assertion that
the development is out of character with exist-
ing neighborhood, parking, traffic, open space
concerns.

After 30 years serving the neighbrhood, John's Ocean
Beach Cafe will be demolished. At the Planning Commis-
sion hearing, neighbors expressed concerns about the
development that will replace it as too large, and adding
a greater burden to the parking problems that many in
the area experience, especially on weekends.

Appellent: Mark Duffett, President of SPEAK
said the appeal was meant to give immedi-
ate neighbors a chance to voice their concerns
regarding the environmental impacts. Shortcom-
ings of the project are, he said, the overwhelming
massing of the Wawona fagade, lack of attention
to traffic flow around the site, and the demand
for more parking. After several meetings with
the project sponsors and planning staff, a 15 foot
setback on Wawona, and better definition and
separation of the three buildings were agreed
upon as improvements. Meetings with MTA are
also needed to make necessary improvements to
traffic patterns and parking.

Margaret Lee, a second generation Outer
Sunset resident for over 30 years, called the pro-
posal an “excessive overdevelopment.” It should
comply with the City’s zoning and planning
codes, she said, presenting the Commission with
a community petition with over 200 signatures
requesting the developers to scale back the size of
the project. She asked that the project meet code
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The Observer Mourns Passing of Billie Lowe
Our Ad Sales Director Led a Fascinating Life

by Phyllis Sherman

Billie Miner Southern, daughter of Elmer Thomas Southern and
Agatha Gray Cummings, and sister of John Robert Southern and
Galen Ward was born August 16, 1922. She was raised in San Fran-
cisco, graduated Poly Technical High School Class of 1940 and mar-
ried Harry Shaw Lowe and had one son, Miner Grey Lowe.

She was an avid dancer and independent woman. In her youth
she traveled to South America and then to Europe with the USO
during WW2. She lived in Little Italy-Chinatown New York with
her stage actor husband during the fifties. One would see the color-
ful redhead touring with her husband through Manhattan in the
family’s MG with a boxer dog, Siamese cat and her son in the back

of the sports car. In the sixties she spent a short time in Hollywood

where her husband was acting in his last play, Flower Drum Song. She returned to San Francisco

in 1963 after her husband’s death, and eventually she moved down the peninsula to Woodside.
Throughout her life Billie held direct sales positions including real estate and life insurance.

Most recently she served as the senior ad sales director for this newspaper. Still working and

driving at 85 Billie’s passion was dancing, and she would take dancing cruise ship-trips

every year.

Billie died of heart failure with her grand children, Jessica, Bonnie, and Julian Lowe at her
side May 13 in her sons Balboa Terrace home. She had recently been hospitalized for breast
cancer. She leaves her son and his wife, Miner and Hideko and their children Minika, Jessica,

Bonnie and Julian behind.



DYING PATIENTS LOSE SPIRITUAL CARE AT LAGUNA HONDA

by Sister Miriam Walsh, Director, Pastoral Care Services. LHH

Over the past 20 years, the Hospice at Laguna
Honda Hospital has cared for over 2,000 dying persons
and many more bereaved loved ones. About 50% of
our deaths occur in the home-like Hospice, a 25-bed
ward with a lovely garden. Patients come from every
San Francisco neighborhood with illnesses that range
from AIDS to Alzheimer’s. Laguna Honda has received
heart-felt community thanks for its Hospice care.

I started Pastoral services on Hospice in 1988. Later,
interfaith Chaplains were hired as Spiritual Care Coor-
dinators to provide broader and more consistent sup-
port. I was shocked when our valued Hospice Chaplain
who earns a mere $26,000 yearly, got a layoff notice for
July 1st! This amounts to 0.01% of the hospital’s budget
for 1500 employees, only 6 of whom were laid off. Ofall
the cutbacks, cutting the Hospice Chaplain is the worst.
Compared to the hospital's expenses for remodeling
offices and conference rooms, it’s a pittance. Such small
savings have big emotional costs. We have no substitute
for this unique job. Now, dying patients, their families
and friends face needless distress and spiritual isolation.

Doctors have acknowledged the role that spiritual
support has on physical health and well-being. Pastoral
or spiritual support is crucial to help our patients and
loved ones cope with death and dying. Hospice with-
out spiritual services is wrong. This is especially true
at Laguna Honda where spiritual needs are enormous
but resources are limited. Many here are burdened with

disabling illness, poverty o
and broken relationships.
We try very hard to give
them spiritual support
at this time of their lives.
From experience we
have learned that dying
patients need someone
there as they approach
the end of life, especially
the elderly. And, that
each death affects the
entire community.

We have volunteer Chaplains, but the time they
can spend with patients is limited. Counseling griev-
ing relatives, and arranging for Memorial Services for
100 bereaved families a year is just part of the job of the
Spiritual Care Coordinator. The heart of it is regularly
visiting the dying, and staying with them through trials
and sorrows, and supporting their faith. Without these
services, there will be more suffering and grief. More
will die in crisis.

Because the need is so great on Hospice, a full-time
Chaplain must be available. Community support is
urgently needed. If you would like to help the dying
at Laguna Honda please contact Sister Miriam Walsh
415-292-3471 or John Farrell (Pastoral Care Volunteer
LHH) 415-218-6337.

General Hospital Rebuild Questions Remain

By George Wooding

The San Francisco Department of Public Health
(DPH) has proposed a $887.4 million General Obli-
gation Bond measure for the rebuild of San Francisco
General’s Hospital and its Level 1 Trauma Center. The
November 2008 hospital bond ballot measure will be
almost three times larger than any other bond measure
in San Franciscoss history. The bond measure requires a
two-thirds (66.67%) majority vote to pass.

But the City needs to rebuild SFGH responsibly.

The DPH’s administration has already proven to
be completely inept with the Laguna Honda Hospital
(LHH) rebuild. Good doctors are not necessarily good
stewards of public funds or public planning. The DPH
has a sad history of misleading the public, changing
bond projects, creating enormous cost overruns, favor-
ing special interest groups, and disrespecting the will
of the San Francisco voters. In 1999, the DPH told San
Francisco voters that LHH was going to be a 1,200-bed,
long-term care health facility for the frail elderly and
severely disabled. The nearly completed LHH will only
be a 780-bed facility for 90-day stay, short-term rehabili-
tation patients. At last report, the LHH rebuild budget
is at least $152 million dollars over budget and they have
not even completed two-thirds of the rebuild. After the
LHH rebuild fiasco, it is difficult for voters to believe
that DPH’s administration can be trusted to do a good
job with the SF General Hospital (SFGH) rebuild.

The actual costs of the SFGH rebuild are staggering.
The City will spend $30 million preparing for the bond.
The general obligation bond will cost $887.4 million.
The hospital’s furniture, fixtures and equipment will cost
approximately another $157 million. The debt service
on the general obligation bond will cost an additional
$640.3 million. Providing there are no project cost over-
runs and everything is perfectly planned, the cost for the
284-bed facility will be approximately $1.7 billion, at a
minimum. Just based on the $887.4 million bond fig-
ure, the average cost of each room will be $3.1 million.
Just four years ago, the Health Commission was told that
the industry average was $1 million per room, not $3.1
million.

$7 million will be spent on an art enrichment
plan at SFGH

The costs of building the new 284-bed acute care
facility and Level 1 Trauma Center will impose a sub-
stantial tax on San Francisco property owners and rent-
ers. The $887.4 million bond will feature a 50% pass
through to San Francisco tenants. No matter how the
City sugarcoats this bond measure, the SFGH rebuild
bond will consume a large portion of San Franciscos
future property taxes and rent increases. The City is
claiming that the property taxes that will pay for gen-
eral obligation bonds will be capped at the fiscal year
2005-2006 annual gross property tax rate of 12.0%.

The City’s current general hospital and trauma cen-
ter was built to a high seismic safety standard in 1974,
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but does not now comply with new California hospital
seismic guidelines created in 1994 after the Northridge
earthquake damaged hospitals in Southern California.
The State’s new seismic standards require California
hospitals not only be able to survive an earthquake, but
must also be able to operate after an earthquake. San
Francisco General must either have the new hospital
rebuilt by 2013, or file for a seven-year extension to com-
plete the acute care rebuild by 2020. The DPH dragged
its feet for 14 years planning the SFGH rebuild.

The City was not able to attract any qualified general
contractors in 2007 when the SFGH rebuild project was
first put out to bid. The City then began negotiations
with Webcor, a local, general contractor which is 70%
owned by the Obayashi Corporation, a Tokyo-based
global construction holding company. In 2008, WebCor
signed an interim agreement with the City and has since
been participating in project meetings with its subcon-
tractors and the design firm Fong & Chan Architects to
arrive at project costs for the SFGH rebuild.

The SFGH rebuild costs are just the beginning of the
indebtedness cost increases to City voters. The SFGH
rebuild is just one of three hospital projects proposed
under the SFGH Institutional Master Plan Update.
Other projects include the medical helipad proposed on
the rooftop of the main hospital (Wing C), and the pro-
posed installation of emergency generators for backup
power supply to the entire hospital campus. The gen-
erators have to conform to the same seismic timetable
as the hospital rebuild and their replacement costs were
not included in this bond.

If accountability to the voting public were an issue,
the San Francisco Department of Public Health’s admin-
istration would never be allowed to manage another dol-
lar of a hospital bond rebuild. Only in government does
failure lead to promotion.

Unlike private enterprise, there is no fiscal account-
ability nor fiscal responsibility at the DPH. So what if
LHH is $152 million over its rebuild budget — let’s go
to lunch. If DPH administrators had been fired or held
responsible for what happened to the LHH rebuild bond,
the public could begin to trust the DPH.

Instead of taking responsibility, the DPH has spent
almost $250 thousand over the last 12 months on public
relations salaries and a “soft-branding” public relations
campaigns.

The DPH administration has lost the trust and
respect of the voters If the DPH cannot take respon-
sibility for its past failures and mismanagement of voter
bond money; it is doomed to make the same failures
with the $1.7 billion SFGH bond measure.

San Francisco voters really need to ask themselves
if it is wise to hand $1.7-billion dollars to the same
group of DPH administrators who orchestrated the
biggest general obligation bond disaster in the history
of San Francisco.

George Wooding lives in Midtown Terrace

WOTPCC News and Views

Civic Advocacy in Action

The concept of civic advocacy was displayed all
evening at the May meeting of the West of Twin Peaks
Central Council. From the nominations of new offi-
cers, proposed cancellation of Muni routes, SF PUC
fiscal accountability, multi person dwellings, and the
development of the Presidio, discussions were lively
with many attendees voicing their opinions and vot-
ing to initiate neighborhood-based responses to spur
government action.

Community outreach between the WOTPCC and
the SFPD was in focus as SAFPD Sgt. Randall Young,
the liaison between the Taraval station and the council
reported on local robberies where a young man with
a handgun held up construction workers at several
homes where renovation work was being undertaken,
escaping at gunpoint with several hundred dollars. In
response, SFPD unmarked patrol cars have increased
their patrols in the area. Officer Young asked the resi-
dents to “be aware of your surroundings and contact
the Taraval station at 415-750-3100 if you see anything
suspicious”

The issue of police station redistricting also was
brought up, as there is a study being conduct by the
SE Board of Supervisors and the Police Commission tp
consider reducing the number of neighborhood police
stations from 10 to 4 “super stations” The proposal is
being studied as a way to reduce administrative posi-
tions and put more officers onto the street. At the pres-
ent time a 130 page report on this has been prepared.
Supervisor Elsbernd suggested that people can get up
to date information at the city web site, SFGOV.org/
police commission. He also said if anyone is interested
in obtaining a copy of the report, please contact his
office and one will be sent out.

With the approaching end of the “Council Term’, a
slate of proposed new officers was announced by Paul
Conroy. Don Dutil and George Wooding have been
nominated as President and Vice President respec-
tively for the new term, while Carolyn Squeri and Rae
Doyle secured nominations to continue in their cur-
rent posts of Treasurer and Secretary. Nominations
will continue to be open until voting takes place at the
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Letters to the Editor

Rita O’'Hara stated in her op-ed piece extolling the
virtues of Mary Mallen, that Judge Thomas Mellon
(was) appointed by Pete Wilson many years ago, that
when Mary Mallen’s father died on the bench in 1992,
that “she (decided she) was going to follow in his foot-
steps and become a judge”, and that she was “sworn in
(as a practicing attorney) in December of 1996

I will stipulate that all of those statements are
true, and when put together, they add up to the fact
that Judge Thomas Mellon should be re-elected for
another six years on the bench. Judge Mellon has
served on the bench 14 years — two years longer
that Mallen has been practicing the law. His other
opponent has only three years of full-time experience
under his belt as a Deputy Public Defender before
being elected to the Board of Supervisors.

As for Mallen wanting to become a judge, I don’t
fault her that desire. However, in 90% of the cases
judges are appointed, not elected. They go through
a grueling application and rigorous review process
and then must be approved by a three member panel
(which includes the State Attorney General) before
taking the bench.

Since 1998, first under Gray Davis and for the
past five years under Governor Schwarzenegger,
roughly a dozen judges have been appointed to the
Superior Court in San Francisco. All were registered
Democrats.

Several questions need to be asked of Ms. Mal-
len and Mr. Sandoval. Did either of you apply for
the judiciary in the past ten years? If so, what were
the reasons why you weren’t appointed? If you didn’t
apply, why are you bypassing this important vetting
process (particularly since a number of your Demo-
crat colleagues have been appointed to the bench-
without prejudice) and challenging a sitting judge,
who has an exemplary record on the bench, barring
the fact that he is a registered Republican?

The voters have the right to know before they vote
on this important race.

Christopher L. Bowman, VC, Precinct Operations,
San Francisco Republican Party

West of Twin Peaks Observer
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Changes Planned for Stonestown Galleria

By Mitch Bull

Hard hats and cement mixers |
may join Nordstrom’s and The = = 4
Olive Garden at the Stonestown |
Galleria in the not too distant &
future. -

In a presentation to the West
Of Twin Peaks Central Council,
on April 28th, several represen- [
tatives for the mall’s owner, Gen-
eral Growth Properties, outlined
a plan to remodel the San Fran-
cisco shopping complex.

Richard Forster, Senior Gen-
eral Manager of the Mall, out-
lined the proposal which includes
the addition of approximately 180,000 square feet of
additional retail space, an expansion of the parking
garage with better traffic flow, and the possibility of
building a new 6-8 screen cinema complex within the
mall to replace the older two screen theatre that is
located at the rear of the property.

The new retail space, which is planned to include
several new restaurants, will take up space in the park-
ingarea currently between 19th Avenue and the front
entrance to the mall. The “lost “ parking spaces in the
front will be offset by an enlarged parking garage that
is planned to not only replace those spaces in front,
but will add an additional parking capacity of 10-12%
over what exists today.

The garage expansion would be built on the rear
of the mall, tying into the present underground park-
ing structure and opening up the traffic corridor in
a flow-through approach to allow entry and exiting
from both the front and rear of the garage to better
spread out the traffic flow. It is envisioned that the
cinema complex would be built on top of the new
garage, similar to the concept that was completed
recently in San Bruno at The Shops at Tanforan.

Forster explained that General Growth Proper-
ties, or GGP, is an owner that has a “long term hold”
strategy for Stonestown. “Our vision for the center
is one that is long term, to work with the neighbor-
hood groups to help create a retail experience that
is oriented to the neighborhood, and has a lifestyle
component involved, rather than just a commuter-
based regional center” He added “We are planning
to complete a remake of the front of the center with a
a pedestrian walkthrough where 20th Avenue is cur-
rently. The exterior of the center at the end compris-
ing Macy’s North will also be redesigned.”

To this end, the presentation team, consisting of
Forster and design team members James Anderson

By Phyllis Sherman

The story of the
55,000 dead in the Chi-
nese earthquake is sick-
ening. There are five
million homeless people,
most of them poor labor-
ers who represent the
muscle behind China’s
economic boom. Most
of them come from poor
remote villages and spend
months or years sepa-
rated from their children, who are often left behind
in the care of their grandparents or other relatives. It
was China’s biggest quake in 3 decades and the work-
site was full of laborers from Sichuan province...the
construction site in suburban Bejing came to a stand-
still. The sad story continues that the male/female
ratio in the home village is three-quarters men.They
say women find it easier to get jobs in the city and
this is a serious problem all across rural China, and
it leaves men of a marrying age with very few options
alone and frequently destitute.

In a moment of unusual levity, the story was
recounted of a man in a village who last year took the
step of actually buying a bride, because of the women
shortage. He paid almost $3,000, a huge sum, repre-
senting a half-decade of farm income...only to have
his wife run away with the money soon after.

All of China has offered to adopt the many
homeless children but there are many problems in

and Anne Hempel went on to show various elements
of their proposal while answering questions from the
audience.

One of the features of the proposal is to redevelop
the outer building sites adjacent to the mall. New
low rise buildings would replace older buildings,
with the buildings being relocated to provide better
space between them and the neighboring churches
and schools. In addition, an element of the project
is focused on the creation of more “park like” green
space towards the rear of the property.

Questions from the audience centered mainly on
the traffic concerns that increasing the retail space
could cause. Several ideas were discussed, such as
improved access from 19th Avenue, and the creation
of a “Stonestown” shuttle bus to ferry shoppers to and
from the center to local pick up points.

The GGP team agreed that traffic control and flow
will be a major factor in the design of the project and
that they would be working with the neighborhoods
and the city of San Francisco to create a plan that can
help to alleviate the bottleneck that currently exists
during the peak holiday shopping seasons.

Other questions were raised about the vacant
space in the center. Forster informed the group that
his team is negotiating with several prospective ten-
ants that would move into some of the space vacated
by the former Good Guys, and Tower Records loca-
tions. He also added that the mall has inked a deal
with the Trader Joes specialty food group for a store
that is expected to open later in the Fall of 2008.

The redevelopment project is expected to take
the better part of the next 2-3 years, starting with the
Environmental Impact Report over the next 12-15
months, followed by a year for design work. Forster
and GGP expects the construction to start sometime
in 2010. For those interested in the project, GGP will
be developing a website over the next 1-2 months.

connection with this and there are also numerous
offers of adoption from Americans but this is an even
more insurmountable problem. Apparently, China
refuses to allow American adoptions if the American
is single, or obese or has any emotional problems.
And because of the prevalence of the one-child rule
in China, and the abortion of female fetuses, there are
only boys available..but that’s another story.
2 262 2 56 2 5 256 2 52 25 X 5 5 X 5 6 6 6 6 Xk
I was happy to hear that the 400+ Polygamous
children in Texas are being sent home. Something is
wrong with a state that would separate young chil-
dren from their parents...especially since there’s scant
evidence of wrong doing. According to one of the
Mothers, when asked why she’s willing to allow her
husband to have several wives...she responded that
“there’s a shortage of men!” .Makes sense to me!
2 26 24 2 54 2 5 2 5 2 5 5 5 X 5 5 X 5 6 56 6 Xk
And did you hear about that lost parrot in Japan
that was taken to a vet and was able to recite his name
and address so he could go home ...and in the interim,
he sang songs to amuse his finders.
24 2624 2 56 2 55 2 56 2 565k 554 2 56 X5 X 5 0 06 6 6
ON THE ENTERTAINMENT FRONT: Alfred
Hitchcock (who died in 1980) once said. “For me the
cinema is not a slice of life, but a piece of cake” Occa-
sionally I hear someone say that they rarely (if ever)
go to the movies.. I believe there’s something missing
in their lives but they don’t know it. It reminds me of
the people who say, usually with an air of superiority
or snobbishness.’I never watch television!”
I usually try to check reviews before I'll see a film
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Prop. G’s False Promises

Lennar’s $3.3 Million Chump-Change
Financing May Yield Itself Billions
by Patrick Monette-Shaw

Question: What do you get when you stir into the
soup $3.3 million in various campaign financing by the
powerful Lennar Corporation; mix in two nephews of
Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi; and season the mix with
Newsom’s “dream team” of political advisors?

Answer: You get Proposition G, boiled and bubbled
onto the June 3 municipal ballot. Might you find poten-
tial conflicts of interest ladled into the mix?

Staff Admits Why Prop G Is on the Ballot

Michael Cohen employed in the Mayor’s Office of
Economic and Workforce Development, has noted Prop
G is on the ballot because “The only legal reason we are
going to the voters is Monster Park”

If Prop G were only about overturning voters’ previ-
ously-approved financing of a new stadium at Monster
Park, the City could have sponsored such pared down
legislation by placing it on the ballot without a signature
petition drive, and without selling out Bayview Hunters
Point in a lucrative deal for Lennar.

The real reasons behind Prop G is to authorize a swap
of state park lands for new “parks” that will be flexed
between “green” stadium parking surfaces for stadium
events and also serve as “public playing fields” at other
times. Will these new “parks” be constructed of green
“Astroturt” that can flex to accommodate both parking
and public soccer fields?

Why would Lennar report campaign spending of
$3.3 million on what is not a legally-binding agreement,
but is instead a non-binding redevelopment measure —
unless Lennar stood to gain a substantial return on its
campaign financing investments? Prop G is obviously
not just about Monster Park.

Follow the Yellow-Brick-Road Money

If the phrase “follow the money” ever applied to
ballot measures, the $3.3 million Lennar has reported
through May 22 to convince voters to defeat this Junes
Prop F and to pass Prop G should be of great interest.

Lennar, with the backing of Newsoms political
dream team, spent $52,000 to gather enough signatures
to place Prop G on the June ballot (at $4. per signature).
The SF Examiner, along with other major media outlets,
has obscured the fact that Prop G got on the ballot at
the last minute through a signature campaign—Ilikely
the largest amount ever spent to gather signatures to
place a measure on any SF ballot. Greasing the wheels
by spending $52,000 to place a measure before voters
worth billions is chump change to Lennar.

Cont. p. 4

myself and there were 2 excellent movies at the Ston-
estown Cinema recently. “FLAWLESS” is a hilarious
French comedy which is currently at the Opera Plaza
and “YOUNG AT HEART?”, an uplifting story about
a group of singing seniors who perform in shows
around the world is now playing at the Four Star The-
ater. Both worth a visit.

Theater-wise, try to get to the SF Playhouse for
“ BUG”..Read Annette Lusts column which will fill
you in on this delightful play. “NO CHILD” at the
Berkeley Rep has been held over...this one woman
show is written and performed by Nilaja Sun and
opened to enormous acclaim. A drama entitled “THE
IMPEACHMENT TRIAL OF GEORGE W. BUSH
AND RICHARD B.CHENEY” had a short 3 weekend
run but was fascinating. The audience was the Con-
gress and we watched transfixed as the apparently
incontrovertible evidence of Bush and Cheneys’ guilt
piles up from witness after impassioned witness.The
excellent actors played Bush, Cheney, George Tenet,
Rumsfeld, Valerie Plame, Nancy Pelosi, and the rest
of the ignominious crowd... intriguing theater..
Hopefully, it will play far and wide. On July 11th, “TIS
PITY SHE’S A WHORE?” begins its run at ACT. This
should be a knockout production!

2 5 5 5 5 6 5 56 5 5 56 5 56 5 5 56 5 5656 5 566 5 66 % >t

We have a new client...an Electrical Contractor..if
you need any electrical work done, let Jim Frost come
to your home or business...he brings his talented son,
Josh, along and together they’ll take care of your elec-
trical problems at reasonable rates. He’s at 626-7210
in San Francisco.

West of Twin Peaks Observer
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John’s Ocean Beach (Cont. fromp. 1)

requirements before it can continue. It will adversely
affect our community;” she said.

The variences in parking and rear yard require-
ments are unprecedented in the neighborhood,
which is in an NC2 Small Scale Commercial zone.
NC2 would allow for 43 units, not the 56 units devel-
opers seek, which is appropriate for a NC3 Moderate
Scale Commercial zone.

Under the code, the rear yard requirements in
NC2 is 8500 sq ft. for a development of this size,
this project has none. The NC2 code would allow
3999 sq ft of non-residential use, project developers
seek 23,000 sq ft of commercial space. “Introducing
density of this size in a small residential community
undermines the character of the neighborhood,” she
said.

Developers fails to meet the minimum parking
requirements for the project by 19 spaces. 19 spaces
equates to the entire block of 46th Ave. between
Vicente and Wawona St. Parking is already at a pre-
mium due to the visitors at the Zoo and Irish Cultural

Lennar’s Prop B (Cont. from p.3)

Compare Lennar’s efforts to Prop Fis. The glut of
deceptive Yes on G mailers hitting our mailboxes falsely
assert that Supervisor Daly single-handedly put Prop F
on the ballot. But that ignores the fact that it was com-
munity activists in the Bayview who initiated Prop. F by
collecting the first 6,000 of the 11,000 signatures. Daly
merely partnered with Bayview community activists,
the same way that Newsom “partnered with” Lennar.

Lennar has paid $106,000 to David Binder Research
to conduct poll after poll, and focus groups, to gauge
public opinion about Prop G.

Despite all the claims, there is nothing in the text of
Prop G that guarantees any precise percentage of hous-
ing that will be designated as “affordable” Lennar, under
the non-binding Prop G, may end up building only
market-rate housing in the “redevelopment” scheme.

The 750 acres affected by Prop G s likely valued at $1
million per acre minimum, or $750 million. But many
of the acres along the waterfront are valued at much
more, and the 750 acres — which Lennar will acquire
free and clear if Prop G passes — are estimated to be
worth several billion dollars.

San Francisco’s Two Costliest Ballot Measures

The highest amount spent on a ballot measure in SF’s
history prior to Prop G is the $2.7 million spearheaded
by PG&E in the 2002 election cycle to defeat Prop D, a
Charter amendment that would have made the PUC the
primary provider of electric power to SF residents. Prop
D was opposed by Supervisor Gavin Newsom, who is
ever deep in PG&E’s back pocket.

Now, Newsom and his political allies are backing
the Prop G transfer of City property to a private devel-
oper. According to disclosure statements on the Ethics
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Center several residents testified.

The new project will demand 274 parking spaces,
by staff estimates. The plan provides for 93. a defi-
cit of 181 parking spaces. Other neighbors spoke
about the problems that already exist in the residen-
tial area, especially on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
Other neighbors objected to the 5 stories, unlike any
other building in the area, as inappropriate for the
neighborhood.

Joel Schecter of Wawona St. request a full Envi-
ronmental Impact Review, stating that the Negative
Declaration is inadequate and insufficient. He said the
erosion of the parking lot at Sloat and Great Highway,
could greatly affect the parking crisis as the erosion
continues, another major parking lot could be lost.

Marianne Miller of SPEAK, said that the Neg Dec
needs more information, especially in the areas of
visual quality, shadowing and massiveness which is
out of scale. She complained that there was no com-
parison of the two-story height, compared to the
tive-story height and added that shadowing analysis
should be simple to do.

Michael Jason, another neighbor said there is

Commissions web site, Lennar Homes of California, as
an independent expenditure committee, has financed
$3.3 million to pass Prop G ($2.26 million in indepen-
dent expenditures) and to defeat Prop F ($997 thousand
between independent expenditures and non-monetary
contributions), including a $52,500 monetary contribu-
tion to the SF Democratic County Central Committee.

On May 20, Lennar filed a late Independent Expen-
diture Committee report suddenly announcing another
$186,150 in spending for Prop G, and a second late con-
tribution of $89,534 on behalf of the “Committee for
Real Solutions for Housing - A Committee Opposed to
Proposition E’ and on May 22 filed additional disclo-
sure statements bringing Lennar’s total spending to at
least $3.3 million. It is unknown how much more Len-
nar will spend between May 23 and June 3rd.

Campaign Finance Binge & an Incestuous Web

Carmen Policy, former president of the San Fran-
cisco 49er’s, has been paid $40,915 in an effort to lure
the 49er’s back to San Francisco. Fat chance.

Johnnie L. Carter, received $26,896 to enlist support
among black SF voters. He’s not the only African Amer-
ican working against the interests of Bayview residents,
since five black ministers have been reported to have cut
development deals with Lennar and A. Philip Randolph
Institute has received funding from Lennar, too.

“Social justice” lawyer Roberta Achtenberg, a former
SF supervisor has been paid $20,569 by Lennar. Not
uncoincidentally, her unsuccessful bid for SF mayor
in 1995 was run by then newbie Eric Jaye, now Gavin
Newsoms chief political strategist.

But these three (Policy, Carter, and Achtenberg) are
small fry among recipients of Lennar’s largesse. Four
law firms have raked in $343,138 for legal services.

Atleast $1.1 million has been spent by Lennar on TV
ads, e-mail and voice messaging, and print campaign
materials, excluding another $173,094 spent by subcon-
tractors on the TV and print media ad campaign.

Add to that $767,607 spent through May 22 on so-
called “consulting services.” Feedingat the trough of Len-
nar’s spending is Newsom's “dream team” consultants.

Jim Stearns, of Stearns Consulting, has received
$91,374 from Lennar, and another $130,799 to Stearns’
firm for database creation, web site development, and
campaign materials. Lennar has paid Eric Jaye’s political
consulting firm, Storefront Political Media, $152,767.
Storefront Political Media received an additional
$492.949 for various subcontractors related to the $1.1
million in television ads, e-mail and voice messaging,
and campaign materials.

Doctor of all spin-doctors, Sam Singer, of Singer
Associates, has also been paid $108,597 by Lennar’s
independent expenditure committee.

Another political consulting firm Terris, Barnes &
Walters — has been paid $176,733 by Lennar to provide
even more consulting services, receiving an additional
$440,629 for various subcontractors related to the $1.1
million in television ads, e-mail and voice messaging,
and campaign materials.

Finally, Lennar has paid Mayor Newsom’s former
Deputy Chief of Staff, Alex Tourk, $83,366 in consulting
fees for Tourks new start-up company, Ground Floor
Public Affairs. Tourk’s group has also been paid another
$210,156 for various subcontractors.

As Sarah Phelan noted in “The corporation that ate
San Francisco” (SF Bay Guardian, 5/12/07), the “inces-
tuous web of political connections” involved in the
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“nothing else this high is out there” He also com-
plained that the MUNI does not serve the com-
munity in the area very well, so people depend on
automobiles.

Several Commissioners were interested in alter-
natives as far as lower density and different con-
figurations thought that a full EIR process would be
helpful.

Newest Commissioner Miguel cited the unusual
area, the presence of a major public entity, and that
it is a large project by itself, in a small density area
as well as the presence of the beach could call for an
Expanded EIR.

Commissioner Antonini expressed concerns
about the height, density and design. His motion to
continue the item indefinately to consider parking
and traffic, as well as other alternatives and other
concerns was unanimously accepted by the Planning
Commission.

The EIR process, something that would take many
months to complete, means that John’s Ocean Beach
Cafe may be around for a while longer.

project range from Redevelopment Agency commis-
sioners appointed by Newsom and his predecessor Wil-
lie Brown, to the nephews of Congresswoman Nancy
Pelosi: Newsom, Pelosi's nephew by marriage, and,
Laurence Pelosi, who used to be VP of acquisitions for
Lennar and now works for Morgan Stanley Real Estate,
which holds Lennar stock. Laurence Pelosi also used to
be Newsom’s campaign treasurer.

Phelan noted both Newsom and Laurence Pelosi are
connected to lobbyist Darius Anderson, who hosted a
fundraiser to pay off Newsom'’s campaign debts. Phelan
reported in April 2007 that former mayor Willie Brown’s
head of economic development was then Lennar Urban’s
president Kofi Bonner, who while working “for the
Redevelopment Agency recommended hiring KPMG
Peat Marwick to choose between Catellus, Lennar, and
Forest City for the Hunters Point project” Redevelop-
ment Commissioners ignored the consultants advice
and awarded project to Lennar.

Labor’s Divided Endorsements

The San Francisco Labor Council announced on
May 16 that it struck a deal with Lennar Urban to guar-
antee that 3,500 affordable homes will be constructed in
the Hunters Point Shipyard — Candlestick Point areas,
and throughout District 10. In addition Lennar agreed
to commit $27.3 million for “hundreds” more afford-
able homes throughout District 10; it is not yet known
whether the additional hundreds of units will be placed
off-site from the Bayview area, away from the gentrified
upscale market-rate condos planned for Parcel A.

Remarkably, on May 20th, the Labor Council’s Exec-
utive Director, Tim Paulson said the new deal’s exact
terms are still “being lawyered up,” just 14 days before
the June 3 election.

Even more remarkably, the City Star reported May
21 that “in an emotional address,” Newsom claimed
the new agreement with the Labor Council will make
Lennar “legally bound to build what’s right,” despite the
fact that Prop G is not a legally-binding agreement, it’s
a non-binding redevelopment measure. But voters are
not voting on a separate last-minute deal between the
Labor Council and Lennar, which deal appears to still
be being written. Voters are voting on the legal text of
Prop G, and there is no language in Prop G specifying
a precise percentage that will be dedicated to affordable
homes. Lennar may eventually renege on its “deal” with
Labor, just as they reneged on plans to build rental units
on Parcel A.

Lennar’s Expected Lucrative Sales

Although the development plan for Parcel A had
initially promised low-income rental units, Lennar sin-
gle-handedly changed the composition of the first 1,600
units to be built. The first 1,600 will all be at market-
rate—no low-income rental units.

These 1,600 units are expected to each sell for the
SF median price of $836,000, in 2008 dollars. Lennar
stands to sell $1.38 billion in homes and condos on Par-
cel A, with a commitment to build zero affordable hous-
ing or rental units among the first 1,600 units.

The text of Prop G waffles, vaguely claiming “between
about 8,500 and 10,000 residential housing units” will be
built, but Prop G doesn't stipulate what percentage will
be “affordable”

An analysis prepared by the brokerage firm CB
Richard Ellis (CBRE) for Newsom claims that 25 % of
the planned 9,500 units will be affordable. Presumably

(Cont. on p. 6)
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ON THE PLUS SIDE

SOME OF US ARE TALLER THAN OTHERS

by Hank Basayne

It had been a delightful
lunch—nothing  fancy—
just good company, lots
of laughter, an interesting
exchange of ideas, cheerful
surroundings.

Abright day, there was no
hint of near doom. After the
warm good-byes, I waited
on the curb for a green traf-
fic light, then started to cross
the street.

Halfway across, an
over-large vehicle ran a red light and barreled across
the intersection, coming very fast, bearing down on
me. In that nanosecond the tangled threads of my
mind included disbelief (this can’t be happening to
me), a sense of terror that this was it—the end of all
my joys and sorrows, my plans and projects, as well as
a flash of rage at the 30-something woman who was
driving so recklessly.

Fortunately, my body didn’t wait for my mind
to decide what to do.

By itself, it executed a combination of lurch, leap
and stumble that carried me past the SUV with barely
any daylight between us.

Now if the names of C. Aubrey Smith, Sau-
ter-Finnegan, Ernie Kovacks, or Joe Penner mean
anything to you, then you, too, are in the Third Act of
your life. (If they don’t, you could surf the net or call
your local library.) If you're like me, during the past
few years you've had an occasional desire to simplify
your life. Once in a while you've considered what—
if anything—your years add up to, and you've been
conscious of an urge toward tranquility.

We've all met “old souls”, people who seem to
know things they haven’t been taught. Meeting such a
person who exudes that mysterious wisdom, I sense
that they see the larger picture. They operate from
some marvelous combination of patience, tolerance,
forgiveness, humility and compassion. The Dalai
Lama says that Old Souls” abound with intuition.
When I encounter someone like that I am awestruck
and reminded once again that I have not yet achieved
the level of growth and understanding that I hope for
and that may be possible for me.

I suspect that the growth of our awareness and
mental maturity is something like this: our conscious-
ness is an apartment building. We can only see down.
People on the fourth floor surely know that that oth-
ers live below on the second and third floors. But the
people on the third can’t possibly see the fourth, and

1 World Famous
Original
_“Irish Coffee”

v
i

2765 Hyde Street (at Beach)
San Francisco 415 474 5044
thebuenavista.com sfbuenavista@aol.com

those on the second may not know that the fourth
even exists.

It seems almost obvious to say that we don’t all
grow at the same rate, but in day-to-day living, we
often forget the obvious.

There are different perceptions of possibil-
ity, different kinds of intuition. Intuition is not about
reasoning or emotion or sensing physical reality; it’s
what enables us to see beyond the facts of a situation.
Sometimes it’s a leap out of the dark in a sudden flash
of understanding. Other times it’s a slow dawning, a
gradual coming together of notions we've had, pos-
sibly in daydreams, doing some repetitious task, or at
the moment of falling asleep. We don’t always credit it,
but we've all had “hunches”, hints of what’s possible.

I've slowly learned that we don’t all evolve at
the same pace. Some of us amble, some of us gallop,
some don’t seem to have much forward motion at all.
When I'm unsure of myself and my ego is tender, its
hard for me to forgive. When I'm angry or fearful, tol-
erance is out of my grasp. But intuitively I know that
the harmony I seek lies in the direction of exercising
whatever compassion I can muster.

In that awful near-death moment, with a
speeding car coming straight at me—with real doubt
about whether I would survive—compassion was not
available to me. But when the shaking subsided and
I had made it across the intersection safely, somehow
still alive, I did remember that we don't all evolve at
the same rate.

I don’t know what the young woman who was
driving was thinking about, why her mission was
so urgent that she ran that red light and put my life
at risk. But I know that I am no longer ever in such
a hurry. It’s senseless for me to stay angry when I
remember that the person triggering my fury simply
is still stuck on the second floor and can't possibly see
the view from the floors above where I live.
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_ EDUCATION

@&THER GOOD STUFF
by Carol Kocivar

The headline on the billboard: “Your future is in
Our Classroom.”

Quite the story: The billboard is in San Diego. The
classroom is in Fort Worth, Texas.

Its on the radio. It’s in the newspapers. Other
states are offering signing bonuses to California
teachers who are being laid off. Yes. That’s right. Sign-
ing bonuses.

Because of the budget crisis, thousands of teach-
ers have been notified they may not have jobs next
year and the human resource departments in other
states have their eyes on them.

What a way to close California’s achievement gap.
What a way to make California schools great again.

It’s not as if we don’t know we have a teacher short-
age. Studies indicate that about a third of California
teachers are nearing retirement and that the state will
need about 100,000 additional teachers within the
next decade.

Hmm. Let’s see. Don't give our schools enough
money. Lay off teachers.

Lets do the math. Its really quite a simple
equation:

Combine low salaries and cuts in support for edu-
cation in the state budget and the Future of Our Teach-
ers may indeed be in Texas or Nevada or Hawaii.

According to “Getting Down to Facts” ---the larg-
est independent investigation ever of how California
governs and funds public education:

“After adjusting for salary differences across states,
Texas spends approximately 12 percent more than
California; Florida, approximately 18 percent more;
New York, approximately 75 percent more, and the
rest of the country, approximately 30 percent more,
on average...”*

When the school doors close for summer vacation,
let's make sure they do not slam shut on the future of
some great teachers who are enticed away from the
Golden State so they can make a down payment on a
house or maybe even just buy a car.

Please continue to let your elected officials know
that our children need more resources right now to
have the best chance in school and the best chance
in life.

It really is up to us to make sure our elected offi-
cials make the right decision for our schools and our
children and the future of California.

*September 2007

Read the Observer online:
www.tpobserver.com
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Lennar’s Prop B (Cont. from p.4)

the remaining 7,100 units will be sold at market rate
of $836,000 per home, $5.94 billion.

But Newsomss office has not revealed that CBRE
has been a partner financing many of Lennar’s deals
around the country.

Elsewhere it has been reported that Lennar has
entered into a deal with Scala Real Estate to poten-
tially build 17,000 units of housing on the Bayview-
Hunters Point sites, not the nebulous 8,500 to 10,000
housing units the legal text of Prop G claims will be
built. If 17,000 units will be crammed into the Bay-
view in a Lennar/Scala financing deal, and assuming
25% will be “affordable,” 12,750 units could conceiv-
ably be sold at market rates. At the current median
sales price, Lennar and its partner Scala, potentially
stand to earn $10.659 billion in market-rate sales.

Will Lennar Ever Clean Up the Shipyard?

Prop G’s tag line is “Clean Up the Shipyard” But
language in the legal text regarding clean up and
remediation of the toxic Superfund site is limited to a
single phrase in the “Policies” section stating the proj-
ect’s clean up should be “fiscally prudent,” and “to the
extent feasible, use state and federal funds to pay for
environmental remediation on the Project site” “Fis-
cally prudent” and “to the extent feasible” are buzz
words; Prop G contains no guarantees that full reme-
diation of the toxic Superfund site will ever occur to
clean up the Shipyard to residential standards.

The shipyard remains on the National Priorities
List, a list of the most polluted facilities in the nation,
and is the only federal Superfund site in the City.

As Dr. Ahimsa Porter Sumchai, a medical doctor,
noted in a presentation to UCSF medical students
in February 2008 titled “Black Flight” (regarding the
flight of African Americans from San Francisco), a
1995 study documented that the heavily polluted
Bayview Hunters Point community had hospital-
izations for chronic illnesses four times higher than
the state average. This is due, in part, to the fact that
although the district has less than 4% of the City’s res-
idents, it has one third of the City’s hazardous waste
sites, containing four times as many toxins as other
City neighborhoods. The 1995 study documented
that hospitalization rates for asthma, congestive heart
failure, hypertension, diabetes, and emphysema were
138 cases per 10,000 in the Bayview, compared to
the statewide average of 38 cases per 10,000, even
after earlier SF Public Health studies had identified
excessive rates of breast cancer, leukemias, child-
hood cancers, and cardio-respiratory diseases in
the Bayview Hunters point areas. The incidence of
infant mortality and birth defects in the Bayview
also exceed citywide averages.

Handing Tax Increment Funds to the

Redevelopment Agency

Dr. Sumchai also notes in “Black Flight” that
tax increment financing (which Prop G is premised
on), will directly impact San Francisco’s municipal
budget by diverting City revenues to the Redevel-
opment Agency. The part of tax increments that
would otherwise go into the City’s General Fund
(averaging 12%), will be lost and can only be used
by the Redevelopment Agency. Therefore, money
to build malls and hotels will be permitted, but
no new financing for basic City services, such as
police, firefighters, nurses, or librarians, will be
generated. Sumchai rightfully notes that cities
cannot use redevelopment money to pay for sala-
ries, public safety or maintenance, by far the larg-
est share of municipal budgets.

Jeopardizing a State Park ... for a Promise of

“Green Science and Technology”

There are serious environmental concerns
regarding promises in Prop G that new parks will
be built on other parcels in the Bayview in a land-
swap for a state park that will be rebuilt to con-
tain luxury condos. A major restoration effort to
preserve the Yosemite Slough would be destroyed
by trading parcels for replacement parks that don’t
provide adequate habitat, particularly if Lennar’s
plan to build a bridge over the Yosemite Slough
proceeds.

There’s a reason that the Sierra Club and the
SF League of Conservation Voters took out paid
arguments in the voter guide against Prop G, itisa
deceptively bad deal for the City’s Southeast parks
and the environment, since it will place a nine-
lane, $60 million bridge over the Slough that will
endanger a bird nesting restoration area that has
taken years to plan, and $11 million to create.

While Lennar’s recent mailers claim Prop F
contains false promises, it may be Prop G itself that
is riddled with false promises. Don’t be fooled: Six
City supervisors, including Mirkarimi, Ammiano,
McGoldrick, Sandoval, and Peskin, along with
Supervisor Daly, have not endorsed Prop G. As
prominent African American activist Espanola
Jackson has noted: “I know a scam when I see one.
Don't buy their lies. Vote No on G!”

WOTPCC (Cont. FromP. 2)

June 23 WOTPCC Annual Meeting.

The concept of “family” was a hot topic as Karen
Breslin and Dan Liberthson briefed the attendees on
an issue that was heard by the Planning Commission
Board of Appeals and denied. The issue focuses on
the number of inhabitants a house can legally have
under the RH1 zoning ordinance. It seems that the
ordinance is being bypassed by a building owner
who is renting to 5 or six tenants in a single family
neighborhood, by convincing the Board of Appeals
that the six people are living in a “family-like”
arrangement even though each has a room with a
separate lock and separate keys. An interpretation
by the SF City Attorney in 1996 appears to open the
door to “no limit” on the number of people that
can inhabit a single family dwelling if they fit the
definition of “family” by “purchasing their food and
preparing and consuming their food in a collective
manner’. Supervisor Elsbernd commented that try-
ing to define “family” is a “third rail” in most large
cities, much less San Francisco. Following the dis-
cussion a motion was passed and seconded by the
council to have a letter sent to the Board Of Appeals
protesting the action of the denial of the RH1 appeal
regarding the structure at 166 Incline. Council Pres-
ident Denise LaPointe will undertake the writing of
the letter.

Another letter will be drafted following discus-
sion, to Muni and the MTA based on their proposal
to discontinue the service of the 36 Terecita and 66
Quintara lines. Liberthson led the discussion of
how this action will isolate several neighborhoods
and cause an extreme hardship to seniors and others
who depend on the Muni route to travel downtown.
Following the discussion, a resolution was read, a
motion made and seconded, and voted on unani-
mously to have it detailed and sent downtown.

Other discussions during the lengthy meeting
centered on a motion to send a letter to the SF Rec
and Park Commission asking them to prioritize
the monies needed to remove the hazardous trees
within Stern Grove like the one that resulted in
the tragic death of Kathleen Bolton (passed unani-
mously); a discussion about the need for a Public
Ratepayer Advocate Process on the SF PUC, led by
Joan Girardot; and a discussion of the large num-
ber of development projects, including the Disney
Museum and the Fisher Art Collection Museum
that are being planned for the Presidio. This dis-
cussion, brought to the group by Carola Shepard of
the Pacific Heights Residents Association, involved
trying to sort out the mandate of the National Parks
Service, the Presidio Trust, and the control and
intent that the various governmental groups have
over our own unique urban park. As space permits
the Observer will cover these stories with more in-
depth coverage in upcoming editions.

As the meeting adjourned this writer was struck
by the continued power of individual citizens who
get involved when they believe that our elected offi-
cials and appointed commissions are not represent-
ing the best interests of the majority of the citizenry.
Democracy in action. Win or lose, John Adams and
Thomas Jefferson would be proud.
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415.412.0559 reputation. John wins clients through
john@johnkirkpatirick.com proven results; achievements consistently

www.johnkirkpatrick.com exceed client expectations. call 415.412.0559

source: sfmls

The TRI Coldwell Banker agent who sold the most San Francisco properties companywide in 2007
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¢ TARAVAL OFFICERS ARREST SUNSET DISTRICT

: AUTO BURGLAR
: 05/16/08 | 8:57 pm | 31st Avenue and Quintara
A victim and a witness looked outside and saw a
¢ number of suspects inside and outside of her vehi-
cle. She did not know the suspects and gave no one
: permission to enter her vehicle. The victim yelled
: at the suspects, at which time they jumped into a
: vehicle and drove away. The victim memorized the
: license number and called the police. Officers Dar-
: ren Wong, Christina Pena, Benny Lew, Christopher
. Servat, Erik Leung, Inspector Milanda Moore and
¢ Sgt. Robert Bohanan responded to the crime. Offi-
: cers Lew and Servat located the owner of the vehi-
¢ cle on the 2400 block of 30th Avenue. The owner
: was positively identified as one of the suspects in
¢ the victim’s vehicle. Other persons were detained
: by the officers but the victim and witness could
: not positively identify them. The suspect, who lives
¢ on 30th Avenue, was arrested for burglary. Case
#080515007
: Breaking News!
The Taraval Station Officers Wrote 1,071 Mov-
¢ ing Traffic Citations in the Month of April, the
: second straight month where the officers have led
: all ten district stations in traffic enforcement. Con-
: gratulations to the officers. The safety of the people
: we serve is important to us.

Neighborhood Team Just Arrested Strongarm
: Robbers after Street Robberies on Ocean Ave-

: nue and on Plymouth at Holloway

: Breaking News at 4:10PM On Tuesday, May 20,
: 2008--Three teenage victims were in McDonald’s
restaurant eating food when they were approached
: by three suspects, all very large, in fact one being
: 440 pounds. The three suspects hovered over the
: victims intimidating them, and went through their
: pockets taking their money, debit card and muni
. fast passes. The suspects then fled the restaurant
. in a vehicle. Officers Nelson Yu and Kevin Wong
: responded to the crime scene along with Sgt. Rob-
¢ ert Padrones. Sgt. Padrones obtained a detailed
: description of the suspects and broadcast the infor-
: mation over the police radio. Shortly thereafter
: Officers Duane Elzey, Gregg Gotelli and Gregory
: Pak, members of the elite Taraval Neighborhood
: Enforcement Team were on patrol at Plymouth and
: Grafton when they heard the descriptions broadcast
: by Sgt. Padrones. At the same time they observed a
: young juvenile running on Plymouth with another
: person running away from him and jumping into a
¢ car. The officers knew something was amiss and fol-
i lowed the fleeing vehicle to 1090 Plymouth where
i the vehicle stopped. The officers approached and
found three suspects in the vehicle, all matching the
¢ description of the robbers from McDonald’s. They
: also made contact with the juvenile who stated that
: the man running to the vehicle had just robbed him
: by pushing him against a nearby wall and taking his
¢ Ipod. The officers conducted an investigation and
: determined that the three suspects were the robbers
¢ from McDonald’s. The victims all identified the
: three suspects and property from the victims was

the image of aging.

OALMAVIA

of GAN FRANCISCO

an ELDER CARE ALLIANCE community

One Thomas More Way
San Francisco, CA | www.almavia.org

Call for information 415.337.1339

Church in America. RCFE Lic # 385600270.

‘residents are the heart of our community”

AlmaVia of San Francisco, an Elder Care Alliance community is cosponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of the
Americas, Regional Community of Burlingame & the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran @

To see the complete month’s reports, go to:
www.tpobserver.com.

To receive a daily, complete police report
e-mailed to you, call 759-3100

found in possession of the suspects. The suspects,
who live on the 2600 block of Folsom and the 100 :
block of Jules, were arrested on multiple counts of :

robbery and conspiracy. Case #080529569

This was outstanding police work that removed :

three predators from the streets.

Neighborhood Team Officers Execute Search :
Warrant At Notorious Address in the Ocan-
view-Merced-Ingleside Neighborhood And :

Arrest Four Suspects
05/21/08 | 8:54 pm | 100 block of Sadowa

Due to numerous complaints of drug use and :
trafficking at an address on Sadowa, Taraval offi- :
cers prepared and executed a search warrant at the :
premise. Sgt. Robert Padrones, and Officers Juan :
Gala, Duane Elzey, Gregg Gotelli, Gregory Pak,
Justin Erb, Antonio Cacatian, Buddy Siguido, Tri
Hoang, Amanda Cordoba, Aaron Lozada, Richard :
Soares and Darren Wong attempted to gain entry to
the premises but entry was denied. They then used :
a battering ram to gain entry and searched the resi-
dence. A large quantity of suspected cocaine, pack-
aging material and paraphernalia was located. Four :
suspects, who live on Sadowa and in San Jose, were :
arrested for narcotics, paraphernalia, parole viola- :
tions, probation violations and a theft warrant. Case :

#080534869

Suspect detained, found in possession of a

significant amount of methamphetamine
05/21/08 | 2:27 pm | 4200 block of Lincoln

Captain Paul Chignell and Sgt. Steve Quon were :
on Lincoln Way observing a notorious house. The :
officers were waiting to see if the resident would :
emerge as he was wanted on a domestic violence
case. When the suspect left his residence and got
into his vehicle Chignell and Quon detained him
and found the suspect in possession of a signifi- :
cant amount of methamphetamine. They arrested :
him for the domestic violence case and the narcot- :
ics. Chignell and Quon then requested that Offi- :
cer Scott Biggs prepare a search warrant for the :
residence and asked Officers Ron Meyer, Justin :
Quintero and Saqib Aslam to “freeze” the residence :
until the search warrant was signed by a Judge. Sgt. :
Robert Padrones, his Taraval Neighborhood Team :
officers, and Officer Biggs then executed the search :
warrant and found a grenade, a tomahawk, a bullet :
proof vest and suspected heroin. Additional charges :

were placed on the suspect. Case #080533463

Free Cancer Prevention and Survival
Cooking Course Begins June 9

Participants Will Learn How Proper Diet Can
Help Them Prevent and SurviveCancer

The Cancer Project, a national nonprofit dedi-
cated to advancing cancer prevention through edu-
cation and research, is offering a FREE, four-session
cooking course designed to help San Francisco resi-
dents prevent and survive cancer through proper diet
and nutrition.

“The single easiest and best thing most of us can
do to prevent cancer or its recurrence is to eat right,”
says Jennifer Reilly, R.D., a senior nutritionist for

The Cancer Project. “More than a third of all can-
cer deaths in this country are due to poor diet”

The Rx for better health? It’s a low-fat vegetarian
diet. Load up on fruits, vegetables, and whole grains,
Reilly says; they’re naturally low in fat, chock-full of
tiber, and filled with cancer-fighting antioxidants and
phytochemicals.

Cut down on fatty foods and added fats and oils,
particularly saturated fats, which have been linked to
an increased risk 