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Make City College Free

By George Wooding
istrict 6 Supervisor Jane Kim is a fierce
advocate for saving City College of San
Francisco (CCSF). Prior to her election

~ to the Board of Supervisors, Kim served as mem-
% ber, and then president, of the San Francisco Board

of Education. Kim is an expert at rehabilitating schools that have

problems.

Kim has developed a “Free
For Students CCSF Proposal” to
help fix the damage caused by
CCSF’s own bad management of
the college, the worse manage-
ment of the Accrediting Com-
mission for Community and
Junior Colleges (ACCJC) in Cal-
ifornia, and the State of Califor-
nia. The ACCJC placed CCSF on
“Show Cause,” the most severe
sanction that can be imposed on
an institution short of revoking
its accreditation.

In 2014, decisions made by
the ACCJC led to a takeover of
CCSF  and
imposition of
a special State

of California

For

powers over d
all of CCSFs C€NTS .
sites through-
out the City.
The appoint-

California
trustee turned

disaster  for
admissions and faculty.

For years, CCSF lived on the
revenue financials generated by
80,000 to 90,000 students, many
of whom were immigrants and/
or came to CCSF because of the
college’s excellent reputation
for teaching, student services,
job skills, adult education, and/
or transfer opportunities to the
UC’s, CSU%, and other colleges
and universities.

Most of CCSF’s 11 sites are
in poor condition, and face seri-
ous maintenance and building
problems. There is little money, if
any, for repair and maintenance.
A majority of the properties are
owned by City College, and were
needed and supported by the
80,000 to 90,000 students. With a
drop of 60,000 to 70,000 students
over the last decade, 11 sites may
no longer be needed.

Worse yet, some CCSF sites
could be sold to developers.

The fear of lost accreditation
by the State had a huge impact
on CCSFs enrollment. In 2012
total enrollment was 19,289. In
2013 total enrollment was only
15,288. By February 2016, 32,966
students were attending CCSF
— 9,711 full-time students and
23,255 part-time students.

Supervisor Kim is proposing

years,
lived on the reve-
trustee with nue financials generated
dictatorial |, 80000 to 90,000 stu-
because of the
11 college colleges excellent repu-
tation for teaching, stu-
dent services, job skills
ment of the adult education, and/or
lone State of transfer opportunities to
the UC’s, CSU's, and other

out to be a Collegesand universities.

placing on the November ballot
a measure entitled the “Man-
sion Tax” that will increase the
transfer tax in San Francisco by
one-quarter of one percent for
all property sales, commercial or
residential, valued at $5 million
and over, and creating an entirely
new bracket of 3% for property
sales valued at $25 million and
over. This is projected to gener-
ate approximately $29 million
annually in new General Fund
dollars.

Kim’s “Robin Hood
approach” of taking funds from
eececcssesee the wealthy

and  giving
CCSF them to CCSF
students will
work. It is
contingent
upon  new
General Fund
dollars being
generated at
a level suffi-
¢ cient to cover
the estimated
$12.9 million
cost of fund-
ing CCSF
students, with
sources such
as the City’s transfer tax being
priority sources of funding.v

Kim’s plan would eliminate
enrollment fees for all San Fran-
cisco residents and workers who
work at least half-time in San
Francisco. Additionally, her plan
would help students whose fees
are already covered by financial
aid. These students will be eli-
gible for up to $1,000 in grants
for educational expenses such as
textbooks, transportation, and
childcare.

CCSF enrollment currently
also includes a $17 Health Fee
($34 per year) and an optional
Student Activities Fee ($5/
semester, $10/year). These fees
could be covered in this pro-
posal as eligible uses for the up
to $1,000 in educational support
funds for low-income students
whose enrollment fees are cov-
ered by alternative federal and/or
state financial aid.

Kim’s proposal will have
a major impact on increasing
CCSF enrollment since it will
support current California Com-
munity College enrollment fees
(“tuition”). For-credit courses are
$46 per unit; students attending
full-time for a year (two semes-
ters at 12 units per semester) pay
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District 7 Election for Supervisor Draws Challengers

While the final date for candidates for supervisor to file nomination papers is June 14th, these candi-

dates for District 7 have responded to our inquiries.

Joel Engardio

San Francisco is changing
fast. In District 7, we face
unprecedented challenges.
But what do we get from
City Hall? Complacency.
We need a new supervi-

sor — a bold, responsive and
independent leader.

If we want our kids and
grandkids to stay in San
Francisco, we need a forward-looking vision. I want
to revitalize our commercial districts, stop the west-
side crime wave and be an advocate for homeown-
ers and middle-income families.

Norman Yee, our current supervisor, voted
against more police officers as crime spiked. He
supported a proposed transfer tax on properties — a
tax that would have hurt families. On most issues, it
isn’t clear where he stands.

When the San Francisco Chronicle endorsed me

John Farrell
I am running for District 7
Supervisor because I have
the qualifications, experi-
ence, and dedication to
make a difference. D7 is
at a crossroads as our City
population is projected to
increase to 1 million. I will
be a leader that stands up
for our neighborhood val-
ues to ensure they are being addressed, values such
as safety, affordability, preserving the character of
our neighborhoods, and planning for future gen-
erations. Our current supervisor voted against an
increase in police staffing as crime goes up. Further,
City Hall must be made accountable. I know the
workings of City Hall and that business as usual has
got to change.
City Experience:

o Financial Director for Treasure Island Develop-

ment Authority
o Assistant Assessor, Budget and Special Projects
« Senior Management Assistant for Port

Mike Lee

I'm a native son of San
¥ Francisco, a product of our
& public school system, and a
Park Merced resident.

My education at Roos-
evelt Junior High and Lowell
prepared me for degrees at
U.C. Berkeley and Harvard.
I served two years in the
San Francisco Mayor’s Bud-
get Office, 10 years as an officer in the U.S. Army
Reserve, and 10 years as a U.S. diplomat in South
Korea, Afghanistan, Vietnam, and Pakistan.

I believe in San Francisco, and believe I can
serve our neighbors with strength and empathy at
City Hall.

San Francisco seems at a crossroads. The
stresses from success as a world-class city have

Ben Matranga

P I am Ben Matranga, a West Por-
‘ tal homeowner running for Supervi-
[ —r sor to prioritize and address public

neighborhoods.

! safety and quality of life issues in our

As a fifth generation San Francis-
can born and raised in District 7 who
met my wife in high school at Saint
Ignatius College Preparatory, I want to

in 2012, it said: “Norman Yee is a low-key poht1c1an
whose campaign platform is a roster of tame ideas
that show none of the boldness or specificity offered
by Joel Engardio”

The choice is clear in 2016.

The Chronicle also said “Joel Engardio is rich
with ideas” and “would be a worthy successor to
Supervisor Sean Elsbernd, City Hall's astute fiscal
hawk?”

I'm a homeowner near Lowell High School.
I've lived in San Francisco 18 years of my adult life.
I work for a tech company that makes health care
more accessible and affordable. And I have a Mas-
ters in Public Administration from the Harvard
Kennedy School of Government.

Learn more at www.engardio.com and read
my award-winning Examiner column. Your #1 vote
for Joel Engardio will let me put those words into
action at City Hall.

415-577-6251 | info@engardio.com

» Mayor’s Budget Analyst

o Senior Analyst for Harvey Rose, Budget Analyst
for Board of Supervisors

« Park Director, Recreation and Parks

o Specialized in streamlining and identifying new
revenue sources. Track record of generating mil-
lions to the City.

 5th Generation San Franciscan. Grew up and
raised family in D7. My family has been in public
service for nearly a century. My grandfather was
a Muni driver. My father is the retired Control-
ler appointed by Joe Alioto. My uncle was a SFPD
Sergeant.

« Neighborhood activist

o Small business owner/Real Estate Broker. Help
families with affordable housing, in foreclosure,
and displaced tenants.

« Education: St. Ignatius 77 | USF ‘81 B.S.
Finance | GGU ‘86 MBA

« Endorsements: Judge Quentin Kopp (ret.), For-
mer D7 Supervisor Tony Hall

Contact info: (415)218-6337 | johnfarrelldsupervsor@
gmail.com | www.johnfarrelldsupervisor.com

resulted in increased crime and congestion. District
7 residents experience car break-ins and burglaries;
traffic on our streets grows more crowded and dan-
gerous, affecting adversely the quality of our lives.

As Supervisor, I will ensure we have adequate
police protection in our district and that growth
doesn’t occur at the expense of neighbors in San
Franciscos historic Westside, while enforcing fis-
cal discipline on our City’s already swollen budget.
I will be as close as a phone call or email away from
everyone in our district. You'll find a real person,
not a voicemail, in my office.

I will serve you with honesty, integrity, and
compassion. I ask voters to grant me the oppor-
tunity to represent District 7 at City Hall and
enhance the great history of San Francisco for the
benefit of our neighborhoods, country, and future
generations.

Thank you. 415-866-6470 | mike@votemike.org

keep our City livable for generations to
come.

My priorities include:

Fighting to make sure San Fran-
cisco has enough police officers to meet
the demands of our growing City.

Ensuring that our officers have
the tools, training and equipment they
need.

Cont. p. 2
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Supervisor Candidates (Cont. from p. 1)

Supporting the active enforcement
of quality of life laws that prevent camp-
ing on sidewalks and prohibit aggressive
panhandling.

Using my experience in finance to
root out waste, fraud and abuse to ensure
that vital City services are funded.

Opposing tax and fee increases that
squeeze working families out of the mid-
dle class.

Demanding that senior Planning staff
meet on a regular basis with neighborhood
leaders, not just developers.

Requiring, as a matter of law, that the
Planning Department inform neighbor-
hood organizations before introducing
significant rezoning proposals.

Strengthening City Ethics laws by
banning lobbyists from making campaign
contributions.

Requiring reporting of special interest
spending to influence City decisions.

Please join Fiona Ma, Barbara
Kaufman, Angela Alioto and the San Fran-
cisco Building and Construction Trades
Council (#2) in supporting our campaign.

You can learn more at benmatranga.
com or by calling me at 415-484-5870.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Norman Yee

I am honored
to serve in the City
where I was born,
raised and have
worked on behalf
of, to represent the
District 7 commu-
nity I have lived
in for 30 years.
Becoming a grand-
father this year, I am more aware than ever
of the multi-generational needs of our resi-
dents, from seniors to families and young
professionals. To start, we need to ensure
that we are safe at home and when we’re
out in the neighborhood. Although more
measures are needed, I have secured 12
additional police officers for District 7 pre-
cincts and added beat cops on West Portal
and Ocean Avenue, and have been a leader
on our City’s Vision Zero initiative, par-
ticularly around pedestrian safety. I have

been a champion of children and families’
issues, and in a second term I will focus on
improving our parks, increasing access to
child care, and increasing senior services.
I have ensured that District 7 received
its fair share of city funding and have
consistently dedicated funds for a Par-
ticipatory Budgeting process for District 7
residents, allocating more than $1 million
over 3 years for neighborhood improve-
ment projects. I have, and will continue,
to be your voice at City Hall to keep our
neighborhood characteristics and support
reasonable growth. I believe that my career
working to improve the lives of San Fran-
cisco families, including the past four years
as your Supervisor, will make me an effec-
tive representative for District 7. I hope I
can count on your support this November.

contact@normanyee.com and www.nor-
manyee.com

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

If more candidates file, we will make sure to give them equal time, if they contact us
with their information. We have asked for a 250 word statement of intent, a photo and

some contact information.

This election will take place on November 7th.

The June 7 Primary Election is not a part of the election for supervisors. The candi-
dates in the Primary Election are for Judge and County Central Committees, as well as
the initial election for State Senator. Ballots for this election are currently being cast at
City Hall and by absentee. Please remember to vote.
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By the Nymbers

Say It Ain't So, Joe
By Lou Barberini, CPA

“I have spoken to Mr. Barberini in the past. They keep raising up issues,
its not a matter of misinformation, even when we give them the correct information,
its just they don’t seem to want to understand. That’s number 1. Number 2, Members
can buy annuities if they want, but we do not offer tax-sheltered annuities. I am very
familiar with the investment inferiority of that product. To defend something we don’t
do seems a very odd use of time.”

Commissioner Joe Driscoll, Chairman, Deferred Compensation Plan Committee, San Fran-
cisco Employees’ Retirement System, Retirement Board meeting April 13, 2016 at 2:41.1

T his is Commissioner Joe Driscoll’s response to my March Westside Observer

article in which I questioned why the Department of Labor has upgraded the
standards of service requirements for private sector employees’ 401k plans,

while leaving public employees’ similar retirement plans virtually unprotected.
Commissioner Driscoll’s statement is an apparent contradiction. He states that he
knows annuities are “inferior products;” yet over the past 30 years, he has voted in favor
of SF’s employees Deferred Comp (DC) Plan being limited to annuities from Hartford
Insurance, Aetna Insurance, ING Insurance, Great West Insurance, and Prudential
Insurance’s insurance product. In terms of offering investments, an insurance company
can basically only offer life insurance or annuities. Thus, either Driscoll has voted for a
product he opines is “inferior;” or he should explain how Prudential’s insurance product

differs from an annuity.

To reconcile Driscoll's board meet-
ing comments with my understanding of
Shakespeare’s paraphrase, “An annuity, by
any other name, is still an annuity;” on
May 3rd, I emailed, and hand-delivered
via SFERS, the following four questions to
Commissioner Driscoll:

If this is not an annuity, why is it dis-
tributed through Prudential’s “Retirement
and Annuity Company?”

Considering that Prudentials Fact
Sheet states these investments are not
mutual funds or separate accounts, what
precisely is this product?

With regards to my not understand-
ing Joe’s answers, from our meeting at 800
Bryant Street, I asked Joe again: “Over the
past 35 years, can you name a single city
employee that has received a life insur-
ance payout from our DC life insurance
product?”

Why is there a disparity between Pru-
dential claiming that the ending April price

sutterhealth.org/sanfrancisco

d

Every step of the way
your San Francisco partners.

Through the ups and downs of pregnancy and raising children, Sutter Health partners with you.
Just ask the thousands of women who gave birth at CPMC last year, the 10,000 kids who visited
our dedicated pediatric ER, or the readers of Bay Area Parent Magazine — who repeatedly vote
CPMC as the Best Bay Area Hospital. Prenatal genetics. High risk obstetrics. Routine sports
physicals. Our staff, including the on-site specialists from Stanford Children’s Health are close by.
From Bernal to Pacific Heights, Sutter Health covers San Francisco — and your family. It's just
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another way we plus you.

Sutter Pacific Medical Foundation

% Sutter Health Callifornia Pacific Medical Center

We Plus You

on the Vanguard S&P 500 fund (VIIIX)
was $23.86, while Vanguard states that the
actual closing price was $188.85? Is this a
bait-and-switch?

Commissioner Driscoll has not
acknowledged receipt of or responded to
my questions. And while he may believe
that this is “an odd use of time,” partici-
pants in SF’'s DC plan should be extremely
concerned about these unanswered ques-
tions for three reasons:

First, why would anyone generate
the extra work and headache of subdivid-
ing Vanguard and the other funds, into
two different share prices and two sets of
books?

Second, Prudential Insurance has
gone to great lengths to disclose they are
merely record-keepers and “participants’
accounts are not separated” The impli-
cation is that Prudential does not take
possession of any of the underlying fund
shares. So which company actually holds

Cont. p. 6
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NEWS AND VIEWS...

P

ublic Safety ruled the day at the April 23" meeting of the West of Twin Peaks
Central Council. President Roger Ritter kicked off the meeting at 7:35 in front
of alarge crowd and following the roll call, he opened with the first of the “pub-

lic safety” speakers, SF Public Defender Jeff Adachi.

Adachi, whose office is responsible
for ensuring that his department’s clients
(people charged with crimi-
nal behavior) are treated
fairly by the judicial system
with a fair and unpreju-
diced outcome, started by
defining crime and crimi-
nal activity as a behavior, a
moral judgment. He used
the example of the drop
of cell phone thefts, now
that “kill” switches have
eliminated the sale on the
secondary market; a move
opposed by the cell phone
manufacturers due to the
profit they were making by
selling new phones to those p . D;'fender Jeff Ad
who had been victimized by
cell phone theft.

He then described a program designed
to change the behavior of 16 and 17 year
olds, called the “Pathways Program. It is
a jail diversion program that requires the
teens to participate in the program weekly
for 1 year. The program instructs them
on how their (criminal) behavior impacts
them, their victims and others, as well as
other behaviors, to avoid continuing on
the same path. The one-year old program
appears to have changed behavior in up
to 85% of the participants.

When looking at adult thieves, he
said that the crimes are from
the “need” to have whatever
they are stealing, either from
envy, or a need to fence the
item for money. Statistically
approximately 12% of SF
residents live below the pov-
erty limit of $12,000 per year
for individuals, or $25,000/
yr. for a family, although he
made sure to remind people
that not all of those living
below the poverty line are
doing criminal activity. A B8
large percentage (25%) of B

the clients of the Pubhc Captam Denise Flaherty

Defender’s office are men-
tally ill, with another large group addicted
to drugs and/or alcohol.

When asked about ways to reduce
crime, Adachi voiced his support for
making household-mounted video cam-
era (e.g. GoPro) videos admissible as
evidence, and said that the sighting of a
camera would help to deter those looking
for places to rob. He also advised to not
leave items in plain sight in your vehicle,
as these are prime targets for “smash and
grab” auto burglaries. There were 26,000
auto burglaries in SF last
year, with a “solve rate” of
only 4%.

Taraval Police Station
Captain Denise Flaherty
started her presentation by
reminding the attendees
that “Nothing is to big or
too small to report,” and that
citizen involvement is a big
help to the SFPD in trying
to prevent or solve crimes.
The Captain spoke about the
high rate of auto burglaries,
citing 200 in December, but
that there have been only 33
reported so far in May. The (aptainJoe Mcfadden
station has undertaken efforts to combat
this type of crime by having more under-
cover units on the streets, and also having
a higher visible level of police officers
on the street. She also discussed crimes
where 3-4 organized members working
as a “gang” are breaking into houses. She
also reiterated how having cameras on
the front and back of a house can be not
only a deterrent, but also a resource for
video footage that can help the SFPD catch

burglars.

Flaherty stressed the point that it
is important to be a good
neighbor by listening to
your “little voice, in that
if something looks suspi-
cious, it probably is, and to
not hesitate to call the local
SFPD station to report it.
Another way to combat
crime is to take photos of
your valuables that can be
used to help solve cases.

She also spoke of how
a typical burglar may com-
mit 2-3 home burglaries per
day. An example was given
about a burglar who com-
mitted “Hot Prowl” types of
burglaries, where residents
would be present in the home when he
would burglarize it. Through police work
this burglar was caught and the number of
these types of break-ins dropped from 73
in March to 15 in May.

The last speaker on Public Safety,
Ingleside Station Captain Joe McFadden,
also touted the use of video evidence as a
great way to catch and convict suspected
felons. He also spoke of making a call to
911 or the non-emergency number (415-
553-0123) to report suspicious activities.
If reporting a need for an officer to “drive
by” and no one is seen after 20 minutes,
Mc Fadden told the attend-
ees to call the station and ask
for the PC (Platoon Com-
mander on duty).

He next addressed the
problems with leaving an
electric garage door opener
in your car, installing a
garage door sliding lock
bar on the mechanism, or a
switch so that power to the
door can be turned off.

Healso reported that the
SEPD had recently busted 3
burglary rings operating in
Glen Park, Bernal Heights,
and Monterey Boulevard.

Following the public safety discussion,
a resolution was initiated to acknowledge
that Lee Hsu was nominated by Mayor Lee
to serve on the SFMTA, and requesting
that the Board of Supervisors approve the
nomination. The resolution was passed
unanimously.

The WOTPCC select nominating
committee (Dave Bisho, Paul Conroy,
and Denise La Pointe) reported on the
officer nominations for WOTPCC officers
for the 2016-2017 year. Bisho reported
that the nominating com-
mittee is nominating the
current slate of officers to
continue again for the 2016-
17 vyear: President Roger
Ritter, Vice President Sally
Stephens, Secretary David
Goldman and Treasurer
Carolyn Squeri. Floor nom-
inations for Board officers
may also be brought forth at
the June meeting prior to the
election.

Next, President Rit-
ter and Matt Chamberlain
discussed the WOTPCC/
District 7 Supervisorial
Candidates Forum. The date of Satur-
day, September 10 was confirmed with the
forum being held inside the Forest Hills
Clubhouse, with refreshments being
served outside.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15.

The next regular meeting of the
WOTPCC will be on Monday, June 27th
at 7:30 PM at the Forest Hill Clubhouse.
For more information see the WOTPCC
website (www.westoftwinpeaks.org).

achi
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inations Fom a Sermer Sipervisor By Ouentin Koy —

on Bismarck, the German unifier of the 19" Century, sup-

posedly stated, “If you like laws and sausages, you should

never watch either one being made” Not knowing the
results of the June 7™ election as I write, I can only surmise, based
" upon hundreds of thousands of dollars of campaign spending by so-
Al S called “independent expenditure committees” originating from cor-
L porations like Airbnb, Uber, PG&E, and other tax dodgers, they will
secure ballot approval for an annual earmark for the Recreation and Parks Department
in the yearly San Francisco budget, together with a parcel tax on homeowners to benefit
giant corporate property owners (Measure AA). The Board of Supervisors, however,
isn’t through. Instead of forcefully regulating and preventing Airbnb from overwhelm-
ing our neighborhoods with tourist property rentals and facilitating federal enforce-
ment of laws against illegal immigration in favor of law-abiding immigrants, the Board
of Supervisors has already embarked upon further city government arrangements
which will cost taxpayers even more money, create more bureaucracy, and encour-
age more direct campaign contributions to politicians and “independent expenditure”
committees for purposes designed to win corporate affection from incumbent Supervi-
sors. One example is a charter amendment to create an Office of the Public Advocate.
He (or she) would allegedly review administration of city programs, effectiveness of
certain city agencies, responsiveness of city agencies to requests for data or informa-
tion, management and employment processes of city officers and departments, and
contracting procedures and practices. It would put the Public Advocate in charge of the
Office of Labor Standards Enforcement, Office of Citizens Complaints and the alleged
Whistleblower Program. The Public Advocate could directly introduce legislation at
the Board of Supervisors, with a salary set as the average of salaries of the Mayor, City
Attorney, District Attorney, Public Defender, Assessor-Recorder, Treasurer, Sheriff, and
Board of Supervisors. Note that Supervisors, at over $113,850 per year, are the lowest
paid of the aforementioned City officials. The Mayor is the highest at about $265,000
(without counting benefits). The Public Advocate’s salary will exceed $150,000 annu-
ally. This proposal is disgorged by Supervisors David Campos, John Avalos, Jane Kim,
and Eric Mar. The measure would also earmark a 0.3% minimum of the City’s total
budget for the new bureaucracy and require appropriation of an amount equal to the
annual budget of the Office of Citizen Complaints, or the Office of Labor Standards
Enforcement, or the Whistleblower Program, whichever amount is largest by fiscal year

for each of those three entities.

Nice piece of work for supervisors
elected by districts on the theory they
would be better able to act as advocates
for district residents and businesses.
They could take the rest of the day off; as
it is, you can't find them at City Hall on
non-meeting days. Avalos, Campos, and
Mar are lame ducks; theyll need new
jobs (surely not in private business) on
January 8, 2017. If this depraved charter
amendment passes, guess who would try
to become the Public Advocate? Not just
former Assemblyman Tom Ammiano,
who proudly participated in drafting
this insulting-to-taxpayers measure, but
Avalos, Campos, and Mar (Kim, running
for State Senate, has two more years before
saying good bye). Every district supervi-
sor is now elected to perform the same
responsibilities they would impose on a
new bureaucrat who could also introduce
legislation as if he or she were a Supervi-
sor! That’s like creating a twelfth Super-
visor. The estimated annual cost of the
new bureaucracy will exceed $13,000,000
without cutting Supervisors’ salaries or
the aforementioned departmental bud-
gets. But then, with an annual budget over
$9,600,000,000 that’s chicken feed.

Speaking of Supervisors, Mark Far-
rell, fined $191,000 in December 2014 by
an unanimous Ethics Commission for ille-
gally coordinating election activity with
an “independent expenditure” commit-
tee during his 2010 campaign, filed suit
against the Ethics Commission and City
and County taxpayers last month to stop,
by court order, collection of the fine. First,
the fine should have been $225,000 based
upon the financial wrongdoing by Farrell
and his “independent expenditure” com-
mittee to win election. Secondly, Farrell’s
campaign consultant received two dona-
tions (in the total amount of $141,000) and
was fined by the Fair Political Practices
Commission in Sacramento for managing
the “independent expenditure” committee
for Farrell’s benefit. (Note that City law on
illegal intercourse between a candidate’s
campaign and an “independent expen-
diture” committee is tougher than State
law; the candidate may be held personally

viable for such illegal communication
and transactions whether the candidate
knew about it or not under our law.) That’s
not all. Farrell is currently Chairman of
the Budget Committee of the Board of
Supervisors, which will vote on the Eth-
ics Commission’s budget this month. The
Commission’s proposed budget request is
higher than this fiscal year because finally,
with a new and competent Executive
Director, it now possesses motivation for
investigating city government corruption.
Farrell must be recused from participat-
ing in any vote on the Ethics Commis-
sion’s requested budget. If he doesn’t and
votes to reduce the requested amount,
that could result in yet another complaint
to the Ethics Commission and/or a Supe-
rior Court suit requesting the Court to bar
Farrell from participating under State and
City conflict of interest laws.

Speaking of the Ethics Commission,
note that last month it also fined District
Attorney George Gascon, his Chief of
Staff and an Assistant District Attorney for
soliciting donations from City employees
for his campaign in 2014. That’sillegal, and
the fighting Gascon had attended ethics
training classes confirming it. This is the
same District Attorney who’s never tried a
criminal or civil case in his life and who
appoints, without benefit of law, a biased
trio of judges lacking power to adminis-
ter oaths or issue subpoenas, dubs them
a “blue-ribbon panel,” presents unsworn
testimony to them, and then proclaims
the integrity of their report that our Police
Department is a failure.

I register disappointment with Sheriff
Vicki Hennessy, who after five months in
office purports to reverse the crazed policy
of her predecessor prohibiting the Sheriff’s
Department employees from notifying the
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (I.C.E.) of scheduled release of ille-
gal aliens wanted for deportation. For
months, Sheriff Hennessey represented
that she had drafted a new policy that was
under review by the City Attorney, which
would abolish her predecessor’s policy of
not informing I.C.E. no matter its desire
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Another Bait-and-Switch

How the Mayor’s Affordable Housing Bond Snookered Voters
By Patrick Monette-Shaw i3 :

. ) . =
As I wrote in May’s Westside Observer, voters were snookered { +"

WESTSIDEE)BSERVER

Guest Loditorial
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Thank you Chief!
By John Farrell
irst off, I do not personally know Police
Chief Greg Suhr and was disheartened

to read that he resigned. He was a year

on last November’s $310 million housing bond measure: Only |
recently has the City finally admitted that fully 20% of that

bond — possibly up to $62 million, or a smaller $20 million chunk — is
being set aside for housing for the homeless, something voters were never
informed about prior to the November 2015 election.

The legal text of Prop A in the Novem-
ber 2015 voter guide defined on page 157
that the bond measure would put the ques-
tion to voters whether the bond should
prioritize “vulnerable” populations as
including folks “such as” working families,
veterans, seniors and disabled persons, but
made no mention of homeless people or
“transitional youth” in the legal text.

Add in the $20 million for homeless
shelters in the June 2016 bond, and we're
up to $42 million to $82 million in bond
financing plus interest for homeless proj-
ects, as in “when pigs fly” That $82 million
is on top of the Mayors first-year budget
for the new Department of Homelessness
and Supportive Housing under newly-
appointed department head Jeft Kositsky,
who fittingly has a tattoo on his right calf
featuring a flying pig.

Shortly after last November’s election,
legislation started circulating at City Hall
to issue up to $95 million in Certificates
of Participation (COPs) for Affordable
Housing Projects above and beyond the
$310 million Affordable Housing bond
measure voters had just approved.
Drunken Sailor’s $1.5 Billion in New Debt

As T also wrote last month, between
last November’s $310 million Afford-
able Housing bond measure and Junes
$350 million Public Health and Safety
bond measure that voters will probably
pass, taxpayers are footing $1.13 billion
in principal and interest for two bonds.
Add in the two COP’s nearing approval
— the housing RAD project and the Ani-
mal Care and Control project — that total
another $323.3 million, and we’re up to a
combined $1.45 billion in principal and
interest debt service in a short seven-
month period since last November for just
four additional projects.

City Halls drunken sailors have
clearly been on a spending spree.

Laguna Honda Hospital Mortgaged to the Max

In May 2009 I reported in “Mortgag-
ing Laguna Honda Hospital’s Future” that
the City was leveraging the “residual rental
value” of Laguna Honda Hospital’s (LHH)
property to issue a COP as long-term debt
for doing street improvement projects,
and had issued another COP to help pay
for the cost overruns of building the new
LHH replacement facilities.

I noted in 2009 that the City had
issued the two COPs based on LHH hav-
ing $575 million in market value. Fast for-
ward seven years to 2016, and the City has
already issued a second COP for streets
improvement and is poised to issue in the
next month a fourth COP for the Afford-
able Housing RAD program, as reported
by the City Controller’s Office:

as the lease “asset,” since the City is cagily
claiming that they don't currently know
which City asset will be “leveraged” for the
Animal Care COPs.

Where’s the Tobacco Settlement Revenue?

Back in 1996, then Board of Super-
visors president Angela Alioto authored
legislation to sue Big Tobacco, won her
lawsuit, and succeeded in creating the
Tobacco Settlement Revenue (TSR)
account.

Data first provided in December
2007 by then-City Controller Ed Har-
rington indicated $149.4 million had been
received in the TSR account by then, and
the City projected it would earn an addi-
tional $790 million through the year 2060,
for a combined total of $939.4 million.

Updated data provided on April 20,
2016 reported actual TSR’s received to
date climbed to $303 million, and lowered
the projected revenue for future years to
just $206.8 million, reducing the projected
revenue to just through the year 2030, for
a combined total of $509.8 million, not the
$1.115 billion in data updated in June 2010.

Future TSR revenue projections not
only shrank by 30 years, but also shrank
by $743,685,039 from data previously pro-
vided this author in July 2010. In response
to a records request about the 30-year
period, the Controllers lame partial
response on May 23 was that projections
now only go “through 2030 due to the fact
that the City does not have debt outstand-
ing past 2030,” which of course is complete
nonsense, since the November 2015 Prop
A Affordable Housing bond incurs debt
through at least the year 2039.

Incredibly Shrinking Interest on the TSR

Former City Controller Harrington
indicated that as of December 2007, the
City had already earned $32.387 million
in interest on the TSR revenue received.
On July 9, 2010, Nadia Feeser, the Control-
ler’s Acting Budget Manager, provided an
Excel file showing that interest earned on
the TSR’ as of June 30, 2010 had surged
over a three-year period to a total of $40.9
million in interest earned.

On April 20, 2016 the Controller’s
Office claimed the interest earned to date
on the TSR account had plummeted to
just $14.5 million, representing a loss of
$28.2 million in interest earned that had
been reported in July 2010. What hap-
pened to the previously reported interest
of $40.9million? Couldn’t those millions
have been used towards funding the June
2016 Public Health Facilities bond?

Other TSR Anomalies

On May 4, the Controller’s Office pro-
vided another Excel file prepared by Hiu
Ching “Cherie” Wan, an accountant for

Principal and Interest Debt Mortgaged Against LHH's Market

Mortgaged Purpose
1999 General Obligation Bonds
2009A | First COP’s to Fund Construction
2009B | Second COP’s to Fund Road Repairs
2012A | Third COP’s to Fund Road Repairs
2017 Affordable Housing (RAD) COP’s
Total
COP’s Only Subtotal

Given LHH’s $575 million market
value, reasonable people are concerned
that the nearly $1 billion in long-term debt
financing already leveraged against LHH’s
property market value is precariously out
of sync, and alarming. And theres no
guarantee that the Animal Care and Con-
trol Facility COPs that will be issued by
November 2016 will not also name LHH

Principal Interest Total
$296,083,671 | 964,624,814 | $360,708,485
$163,335,000 | $111,135,183 | $274,470,183
$37,885,000 | $28,754,821 | $66,639,821
$42,835,000 | $23,709,163 | $66,544,163
$83,440,000 | $129,795,199 | $213,235,199
$623,578,671 | $358,019,180 | $981,597,851
$327,495,000 | $293,394,366 | $620,889,366

the Controller, showing TSR expenditures
from revenue received.

Between TSR revenues and actual
expenditures for both the LHH Project,
and the debt service on the General Obli-
gation Bond to rebuild LHH, the City has
expended $74.5 million less from revenues

it received for these two purposes.
Cont. p. 8

ahead of me at St. Ignatius but we never crossed
each other’s paths over the years to really get to
know each other. Tknow people close to him, and
know a lot of the rank and file. I have read about
his career over the years through the newspapers

and have always rooted for him.

As a native you grow up competing against
other schools like Riordan, Sacred Heart, Lowell,
Lincoln, to name a few, but as you get older you
root for them as fellow San Franciscans, and wish

them all the best because the City is the common bond we all have.

In my opinion, he is the first Police
Chief hired over the last 20 years based
on qualifications and not based primar-
ily on race or gender. The prior chief was
selected by our previous Mayor who was
running for governor and needed the His-
panic vote. Do I have anything personal
against this man? No. Was he qualified?
Probably yes. Was he hired for the right
reason? No. He wasn't hired for the best
interest of the City but for the best interest
of a political campaign. But what else is
new.
That's why Chief Suhr was differ-
ent. Whether you liked the Chief or not,
which I do, I can tell you one thing, Greg
Suhr would never sell out the City. And
as Al Pacino said in the movie Scent of a

He's Back
By John Farrell

er the article “Lucas S.E museum sequel,” in the May 15th
Chronicle, “After a lobbying campaign by Mayor Ed Lee, Stars
Wars creator George Lucas is again looking to San Francisco as a
possible home for a museum housing his collection of illustrative art and

Woman, “That is called integrity”

There are over 1700 police officers
who protect our City every day. I thank
you all for that. Just because a handful
make bad judgment calls shouldn’t over-
shadow all the positives. Keep in mind
that we all have our differences, but we all
bleed red, and we are all in this together.
There isn't one organization in the world
without a couple of bad eggs.

I will continue to root for Greg since
I know his heart is in the right place. And
that heart is in San Francisco.

John Farrell Broker/Realtor® — Farrell Real
Estate, MBA, Former City Asst. Assessor-
Budget/Special Projects, 5th Generation
San Franciscan, Westside resident - farrell-
reinvestments@yahoo.com

Hollywood memorabilia — this time on a site already approved for development on
Treasure Island”

When I read this article it reminded
me of the movie Poltergeist where the
little blonde girl is sitting in front of the
TV and looks at the camera and says,
“They’re back” Well, in the case of Mr.
Lucas, “He’s back”

First off, let me say this. I am a big
George Lucas fan and remember being
one of the first in line to see Star Wars
at the Coronet in 1977. I've watched all
six episodes, as well as all Indiana Jones
and American Graffiti movies. I know
there are 7 episodes in the Star Wars saga
but episode 7 The Force Awakens (which
is fabulous), is from Disney, who bought
Lucasfilm in 2012.

This time lets not blow it like the
Presidio Trust. I appreciate creativity and
would enjoy this type of collection pro-
vided by Mr. Lucas as much as a Rem-
brandt. If we are given a second chance
to be the home of this creative and revo-
lutionary genius who is from the Bay
Area, then lets do it right this time.

Per the Chronicle article, “Lucas has
renewed his interest in the city because
his latest museum proposal - for a futur-
istic structure on the shores of Lake
Michigan in Chicago-is on life support.
Open space advocates like those who
helped spike his earlier plans for a Beaux
Arts-style monument near Presidio’s
Crissy Field have Lucas’ plan hopelessly
entangled, legally and politically” Since
no decision has been made by Mr. Lucas
on where his museum will be, Mayor Lee
plans to send a letter formally inviting
him to build his museum on Treasure
Island.

| e

Wilson Meany and Lennar Corp
have already completed the environmen-
tal review by the City, and have entitle-
ments to build 8000 homes, 400,000 sq
ft of commercial space and 2 hotels on
Treasure Island. The City approvals also
provide for the construction of a museum
or community center on the island.

The current access plans to the island
are by ferry, motor vehicle or bike. In my
opinion, as I have told representatives
of the last two Mayoral administrations,
if this development is to be viable then
I recommended working with BART in
putting a station on Yerba Buena Island.
When BART was constructing the tun-
nel under the Bay, which goes right by
the island, the Navy at the time did not
want a station for security reasons. If
this development is to be a success than
access is crucial. This station would pro-
vide residents and visitors of Treasure
Island access to all the BART arteries
around the Bay Area including SFO and
Oakland.

Of course it will cost, but what proj-
ect has the City been part of that hasn't.
This development will benefit the whole
Bay Area in the future so why limit
access. If Mr. Lucas decides to build his
museum on Treasure Island, he might
even help defray the cost for this station,
since he would want the best accessibility
possible for his legacy.

Good Luck Mr. Lucas! May the force
be with you.

John Farrell Broker/Realtor® — Farrell Real
Estate, MBA, Former City Asst. Assessor-
Budget/Special Projects, Westside resident
- farrellreinvestments@yahoo.com
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Green Head

bout five years ago SFPUC (water, sewer, power) opened its
splashy new headquarters building, 525 Golden Gate Avenue
in the Civic Center. The $200 million edifice came with much-

heralded green bling, helping to make the building a prize winner,
proudly certified LEED Platinum. How thrilling! How do the green machines perform?

Col/ﬁmgm‘ﬂl/)/

In 2002 SFPUC obtained relief from having to get
voter approval for going into debt. That enabled

expansion of the agency.. An expanding agency wanted
new digs, and green credentials. Its headquarters is glam-

orous ..

1t's all part of what you pay for when you pay

your water and sewer bill, or your rent.

Not so well. Solar panels did okay, but
an “inverter” is needed to produce usable
electricity. That overheated. Air condition-
ing had to be installed. The inverter’s pro-
vider went bankrupt; parts are unavailable.

Wind turbines on the side of the
building make a flashy addition. These
did spin, for a year. However, they were
“not operated for meters” (sic); this por-
tion of power generation was not installed.
Just what this means is uncertain, but one
gathers these fancy turbines did not actu-
ally generate electricity. It was discovered
that engineers cannot safely access the
turbines. And, the internal memo setting
forth findings concludes that urban wind
is just not a viable generation source. All
show, no glow.

The Living Machine recycles waste
water for use on plants, and for reuse in
toilets. It is said to have worked pretty well,
and been a leading example of how other
buildings can use non-potable water. The
Living Machine is said to have offset 2.3
million gallons of potable water. But, fix-
tures and fittings have corroded through-
out the building. Many have been replaced.
Also, access to the machine’s equipment
turned out to be difficult, requiring
improvement. And there were problems
with odor. An air intake pulled bad odors
back into the building, necessitating the
raising of piping. Too, redundant pumps
were not installed (as is usual practice in
wastewater treatment), and when one
went out of order the whole show closed.
Backup pumps have been purchased and
stored.

In 2002 SFPUC obtained relief from
having to get voter approval for going
into debt. That enabled expansion of the
agency, which provides water, wastewater
treatment, and power for municipal use,
and now for a portion of the city’s private
uses under the newly launched Clean-
PowerSE. An expanding agency wanted
new digs, and green credentials. Its head-
quarters is glamorous. When in the Civic
Center, visit the cafe, the buildings art-
work (appointment required for that), and
observe the green machines. It’s all part of
what you pay for when you pay your water
and sewer bill, or your rent.

* 0k %

Drought update. By mid-July our
water storage system is likely to top at
about 80% full; if weather and snow melt
is favorable, perhaps 90%, or more. The
system can store 293 billion gallons (not
including the water bank at Don Pedro).
Recently the system uses about 77 bil-
lion gallons per year. (Note: Not all stored
water can be drained without serious harm
to fish and perhaps facilities. The timing
of snow melt can affect how much water is
San Franciscos, and how much belongs to
irrigation districts. Don Pedro is owned by
irrigation districts; SF can bank up to 176
billion gallons there.)

Letters to the ST ditor

WSIP update. The Water Supply
Improvement Program was again revised.
SFPUC began in 2003 intending to finish
in 2015. The program underwent a major
revision in 2005, when it intended to fin-
ish up in 2014. Since then the program
has undergone a series of revisions, the
latest of which has the program finishing
about 2020. Cost is up again as well. Cost
went from $3.4 billion in 2003 to about
$4.8 billion now. Scope of work has both
increased and decreased; in terms of the
amount of water the system can carry, it
has decreased about 15%; environmen-
tal work and more has been added to the
program.

BAWSCA, the agency that is sort of
a union of the water systems wholesale
customers, is watching carefully. It plainly
does not like the latest revisions, which
however are necessary and at this point
unavoidable. It seems to distrust SFPUC
to act in its best interests. (SFPUC has
what amounts to a trust relationship with
its wholesale customers.) In particular,
BAWSCA fears collapse of the Mountain
Tunnel, which would cut them and us in
SF off from Hetchy water. BAWSCA insists
on an adequate emergency plan for how to
act should the vulnerable tunnel go down.
Fixing Mountain Tunnel was once in
WSIP, but the project was removed in the
major 2005 revision.

* % %

Unaffordable housing. Your corre-
spondent has spent inordinate time unty-
ing the Gordian Knot of SF unaffordable
housing. Finally, light! Eric Fischer has
done amazing yeomans work and statis-
tical analysis, and has made sense of and
shed real light on the city’s housing situ-
ation. What causes high rents? Is it the
NIMBYs? Rent control? Red tape? What?
Frustratingly, especially after such impres-
sive work, no path forward clearly appears.

Perhaps the path we've been on, hard
as it is for me to say this (with my market
bias), is the best available. One commenta-
tor discussing Fischer suggests that focus
on techies (high earners) explains much.
He ends up suggesting housing for each
“class” (my term, not his): Housing for
the poor; housing protection for middle
income; housing for techies, i.e., market-
rate housing. It’s a brave new world.

(Fischer concludes that three factors
predict rents in SE number of housing
units, gross salary of workers, and number
of jobs. Rents rise at a surprisingly con-
sistent 6.6% per year, considerably higher
than overall inflation. Since 1960 rents are
four times higher. The trend seems inexo-
rable, and to reduce rents back to one-
third of what they were—to mostly return
to the good old days—would require what
no one wants—fewer jobs, lower pay, or a
huge increase in units.)

Steve Lawrence is a Westside resident and
SF Public Utility Commission stalwart.
Feedback: lawrence@westsideobserver.com
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I wish to comment on a statement in Marco Siler-Gonzales’ article “City College
Strike Underscores Troubles.” The author says, “April 27’s faculty-led strike marked the
first ever in City College’s 80 years of existence.” This is not correct. I was a Humanities
and English instructor at City College of San Francisco from 1966 to 1999. During my
tenure there were several faculty-led strikes. April 27’s strike was the first one in many

years, but not the first ever. John Caris
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We, Who Are About To Be Beaten
With the Ugly Stick, Salute You.

ST Araar MARL 0 WS T YO0 OMEASTEUA

©Zi3 ‘
ﬁswmqgc

ugly now and destined to ratchet up to epic uglier as soon as Bernie Sand-

o h dear. Not pretty. Yes. Already. The upcoming presidential campalgn is

ers decides to bow out. Which is imminent. Not soon enough for Hillary

Clinton, but not long.

And conversely, it should be fairly easy to uncover
ev1dence of the Donald’s extra-marital shenani-

gans and voluminous shady deals..with Trump's support-
ers, that's not necessarily a negative.

The Vermont Senator has turned into
that drunken cousin who hasnt noticed
he’s been the last guest for over an hour,
cracking open another beer threatening
to put his cigarette out in the kids’ wading
pool. Starting to channel Hotel California.
“You can check in any time you like, but
you can never leave.”

How ugly will the race get? Think
randomly-shaved, rat terrier with a fourth
premolar infection, mange and a lazy
eye... ugly. Naked Sumo mud-wrestling
ugly. If this campaign were a baby, youd
have to tie pork chops to its ears to get the
dog to play with it. Even the rat terrier of
which earlier we spoke.

The hard part is the timing. On both
sides. Has the public had its fill of Hillary
bashing? She’s been taking the hits and
shaking them off since first becoming a
mote in the national public eye back in
1991.

You remember what Republicans said
when she was First Lady. “She’s a liar, a
thief, a lesbian. She cheated widows and
orphans and murdered Vince Foster. With
her bare hands. And then ate him” That’s
when she was First Lady.

Now, as opposition nominee, the kid
gloves are coming off. “Alien Space Queen
Vampire: here to suck dry our precious
bodily fluids. Originally the Clintons had
3 children but sold two to a Bangkok
brothel. To which Bill makes twice yearly
visits”

On the other side, if you don't think
the Clinton Machine has had at least a
dozen investigators devoted to opposi-
tion research for months, you are prob-
ably extremely confused by the dampness
on days when it rains. They undoubtedly
have dug so deep, they know which way

Trump’s small intestine turns, 30 feet in.

In his patented gracious style, Trump
christened his upcoming opponent,
“Crooked Hillary;” and that’s the tame end
of the ugly stick. He calls it counter punch-
ing, but flick him with a fly swatter and
he'll drop you with an elephant gun. Ask
any elephant.

The Aerodynamic Coif responded
to accusations of his own randy behavior
by calling Hillary an enabler of Bill’s infi-
delities. But he needs to tread carefully or
risk sharing a crying towel with her 2000
US Senate opponent, Rick Lazio. Who?
Exactly.

Theres two ways of looking at it.
Either Hillary Diane Rodham Clinton has
more baggage than the first United flight
out of O’Hare after a freak spring blizzard,
or there’s no meat left on her scandal bone.
Like a single sardine tossed over a stone
wall into a cat sanctuary.

And conversely, it should be fairly
easy to uncover evidence of the Donald’s
extra-marital shenanigans and volumi-
nous shady deals and suspicious deaths
of folks who opposed him. Oh, come on.
We've all seen Law & Order: there’s a New
York developer knocking off enemies and
depositing them in the foundations of
soon-to-be-erected condominiums every
other episode. The only difference is, with
Trump’s supporters, that's not necessarily a
negative. Be afraid. Be very afraid.

Copyright © 2016, Will Durst. Will Durst
is an award-winning, nationally acclaimed
columnist, comedian and former rickshaw
driver at Fishermans Wharf. For sample
videos and a calendar of appearances
including his new one-man show, Elect
to Laugh: 2016, every Tuesday at the SF
Marsh. Go to willdurst.com.

Award Winning News for the Neighborhood — Society of Professional Journalists
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Quentin Kopp (Cont. from p. 3)

to deport the convicted criminal. Let us
never forget Kathryn Steinle, who was
killed by an illegal alien last July, after the
lawbreaker’s release from jail by the Sheriff
although wanted for deportation based on
a prior criminal record. Instead of a new
policy simply notifying I.C.E. and honor-
ing its request, the new Sheriff compro-
mised with the Board of Supervisors to
allow notification only with illegal aliens
who have committed violent or serious
felonies in the past five years, have been
booked into County jail on a felony and
only when authorized by a Superior Court
judge on a “probable cause” finding. Can
you imagine that plethora of obstacles to
I.C.E. deportation proceedings? It’s a pol-
icy that would not even have prevented the
murder of Kathryn Steinle, whose family
last month sued the preceding Sheriff per-
sonally and City and County taxpayers
for the wrongful death of their daughter.

Barbarini (Cont. from p. 2)

these mysteriously-priced shares?

Third, if San Francisco employees’
shares are not held separately, then does
that translate into all of the firefight-
ers in Driscoll’s department having their
DC’s investments comingled into one big
account? And if there are “no separate
accounts,” does that mean that firefighters
from other cities have had their accounts
merged with SFFD’s investments? And
finally, since we dont know where the
unsegregated shares are, then what assur-
ance does Driscoll have that Prudential
Insurance does not carry every U.S. fire-
fighter’s investments as a Prudential asset
on Prudential’s own balance sheet? In that
manner, Prudential can borrow against
the nation’s firefighters’ assets; which of
course makes Joe’s coworkers vulnerable
to Prudential’s creditor’s claims.

There is a solid reason why there
are two sets of books, SF employees have
been limited to insurance annuities, and
the city’s contract with the outside consul-
tant alleviates them from putting the San
Francisco employees’ interests before their
own. It is called: slipping into the shadows
of weak insurance regulation to avoid SEC
oversight. But don't worry SFFD, when
AIG Insurance recently teetered on bank-
ruptcy, the government bailed them out.

The intention of this article is not to
discount Commissioner Driscoll, but to
address his direct refutation, as chairman
of the Deferred Comp Commiittee, to the
issues I have raised. A distinction should
be made between our respect for Driscoll’s
40+ years of service as a firefighter, and his
role as an elected fiduciary. A similar dis-
tinction must also be made between read-
ing about finance, and the development of
a professional skepticism that comes from
“street smarts” earned by actually work-
ing opposite the Wall Street wolves. Over-
confidence, an absence of curiosity, and a
lack of appreciation for minute details can
dilute a novice’s analysis.

As an example, I initially tried to con-
tact Driscoll, via his campaign flyer email
address: joeretirementboard@gmail.com.
Except, that email address has never been
activated. I also notice that his campaign
flyer, which was recently mailed to solicit
the votes of 20,000+ SF employees, had
a quote from “Institutional Investing”

That’ll cost the taxpayers a million dollars
or more.

On November 8, 2016, voters in
District 7 elect a supervisor. There is an
incumbent, although he’s rarely seen and
seldom acts as a public advocate for vot-
ers. I've endorsed and unreservedly rec-
ommend Michael Young, a Parkmerced
resident for the office. He's a graduate of
Roosevelt Junior High, Lowell, Cal, and
Harvard’s Kennedy School of Govern-
ment. He was in the Foreign Service for 10
years, U.S. Army Reserve as a paratrooper
captain and three years as a budget ana-
lyst in the Mayor’s office. He’s terrific. I
also endorse John Farrell, Jr., son of my
45-year friend, ex-City Controller John
Farrell, who just decided to run and who
possesses ample credentials. T'll discuss it
more in the fall, but be receptive to those
candidates now.

Retired former Supervisor, State Senator
and Judge Quentin Kopp lives in District 7

magazine. But there is no such magazine.
It is Institutional Investor. Driscoll’s flyer,
quotes “Joe Driscoll (is) ‘a driving force’
behind the success of San Francisco’s
retirement system.” Yet the article actu-
ally states that Driscoll’s role was signifi-
cantly smaller and he was merely a “force
behind investment innovation” Even
more egregious, and thanks to the cam-
paign flyers link to the August 8, 2005
article, it forebodes: “Driscoll also pushed
for the plan’s new currency-overlay pro-
gram.” Had Institutional Investor waited
eight years to revisit the program, which
only Joe received Institutional Investor
credit for pushing, the journalists would
have been able to report that the currency-
overlay program went on to lose approxi-
mately $60 million ($2,000+ loss per city
employee.)

Last month, MetLife was fined over
$25 million because numerous agents
received overly generous commissions
for churning annuities, but couldnt jus-
tify a significant benefit to their inves-
tors. In 2014, city employees DC Plan
was switched from Great West Insurance
to Prudential Insurance with a savings of
about $20 on a firefighters’ $100,000 DC
investment. The average insurance com-
mission on that size account is $5,000.
Would you believe a salesman who
advised you to trade your car in to get 20
more feet, (not miles) per gallon? It makes
you wonder how much some insurance
agent pocketed to switch the $2 billion SF
account, just to save a couple more “feet”
for our firefighters?

For these schemes, Prudential has no
liability and the City Attorney has con-
tractually relieved the outside consultants
fiduciary responsibility. Thus, as a Retire-
ment Board commissioner, Joe Driscoll is
required to operate in a fiduciary capacity,
is civilly liable, and is the last line of defense
against salesmen whose interests, by their
very nature, are on the opposite side of the
negotiating table from city employees. I,
for one, do not believe the aforementioned
issues are an odd use of time of any person
entrusted with the fiduciary responsibility
for his fellow firefighters.

Lou Barberini, CPA, Lou.barberini@gmail.
com

1. http://sanfrancisco.granicus.com/Media-
Player.php?view_id=175&xclip_id=25150
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June Programs

Adult Programs

West Portal Book Club
Thursday, June 16 - 2-3:30 p.m.

The club meets the 3rd Thursday of every month. Reading choices
alternate batweaen fiction and nonfiction, New members welcome,

'i"'u'fll'll to know what we're readlng next? Call (415} 355-2886

Artistry and Craft Club
Thursday, June 16
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Join us on the 3rd Thursday of each month fora
fun and creative craft project! Space limited, please
register (415) 355-2886 or email: wpomgr@sipl.org

Great Books Discussion Group
Wednesday, June 22 - 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

This month: Equality, Value and Merit (19 pgs.) by Friedrich
Hayek and Libaralism (11 pgs.) by Robald Dworkin. Great
Books meets regularly at West Portal the fourth Wednesday
of most months, holidays and vacations excepted. Call
{415} 355-2BB6 for more infermation.

Opera for the People

George Bizet's Carmen

Thursday, June 30 - 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

A classic story of fatal attractions. Exciting video excerpts feature the
acclaimed mezzo-soprano Elina Garanda as Carmen—the fiery gypsy
girl who describes love as 'a rebellious bird that nobody can tame.”

Opera for the People is a lecture senes by Larry Oppenheim
designed for both the opera novice and the experienced opera lover.
Ir less than an hour, you enjoy a guided tour of an opera which
combines concise commentary with exciting video excerpts.

Children’s Programs

Baby Rhyme Time & Playtime Toddler Tales & Playtime
Tl es, - 10:30 - 11 ?an Thur, 10:30-11:30 am

Follick 11 hymes, sangs, and books for R
ta 15 months and Forages 18

their careg -.-E"' 5
Rock Steadv Juggling
with Doug Nolan

infants

Rhymes, songs, and books
ears and their caregivers.

Family LEGO Night

I J 9 1-92pm Wed, June 1 |6:30 -8 pm
.\ A r’ I"J_ _-IG ot pn . Build whatewver \,.--.':l.r Imagination

Doug Molan's unigue “Eco-tainment” blands can dream up! Family particication
uggling, comedy and audience participation so . ad Co adl Anes & and
weell that learming about compost and green encourag uvokies serve ges > and

oldar

waste was never mare fun. For all ages,

Green Arts Workshop
Sat, June 11|11 am - 12:30 pm

Picture yourself doing a summer activity. Thean
turn that scene into a harlku book by collaging

Family Fun Crafternoon
Sat, June 18 | 2 -3:30pm

Bring farmily, frnend |<|,_,|:._‘|,'-r.j:|"r_|
join us for a fun-fi —m:lftluu """
crafting! Materials prowvided

found text and imagery. Ages 5 and up (5-8

vears alds with a caregiver). Limited space; cal SU mmer Strlde Films

[415) 355-5791 1o reserve your spat Minions

Family Film Night WPd June 29 | G ?D 8 pm

Monkey Kingdom carlet Overkill recruts Minions Stuart,
Thur, June 23 | G:20 -8 pom K:-n and Beb in a plot 1o take over the
i ) ' waorld! (Animated, PG, 91 mins., 2015
Marrated by Tina Fay, watch this spectacular
Papoomn
tale set amang anciant ruing in tha star ed .
ungles of South Asia. Maya, a clever and The Lizard Lﬂd‘,l"

rasourceful mankey, finds har waorld forewver Tth JL-["IE 3[} d3|:| _ 530

changed when she welcomes I ar son Eip into I ! '

her family. (Disneynature, 2015, G, 81 mins.) oY C_,:T g o some coo cald-blooded

Papcarm will ba sarved! crtters, The Lizard Lady wall show us
snakes, hzards, tortoises, and -cln Ve

reptiles, For children ages 3 and oldar
and their caregivers

Teen/Tween Programs

For mare information ar to register, contact Dorcas at dorcas.wong@sfpl.org
Great Teen Book Swap Summer Teen Book

Fri, June 3,10, 17| 3:30 - Trailers

5:30 pm Sat, June 4 |3 -4 pm

FREE book! Just swap us a review. On Find out what's new, what's coming
Fridays, the Teen Librarian will bring out out, and something to read. Watch the
several boaks inew, old, and ones that have lstast tsan  book  frailers,  author
not bean published yetl and allow tesns the interviews, end more. Well have

chance to browse through them fl" one t‘H*
you'd like to keag will, i turn, swap us
review of the book by fI'F- end of the m 'jr*l'
For ages 12-18

snacks. For ages 12-18

Self Healing Series

Laughter Yoga Just Eat It!

Tues, June 7| 6:30- 730 pm  Tues, June 14 | 6:30 - 8 pm

Laughter Yoga Leader Anne Jones coaxes Just Eat it A Food VWaste Story traces
giggles and chaortles out of :H—.* Jrang, waste from farm, through retail, all the

guarantead 1o stimulate mind Lun, and spirnt ay 12 the back of the fndge. Imoerfact
for well baing. Hﬂ ASANAS requires TI' 5 IS Produce wall conduct a Q&4 aftar the film
yoga without mat 0siures--a \_,r: ass and bring samples of “ugly” mems that
that is mastly ",.r in o nity often go to waste on farms

signup required, come early to assure a seat Documentary, 2014, 75 min., 20 minute

D& follows
It Just Makes Scents!
Tues, J.JPE' 28 |6:30-8pm

Pelican Dreams
Tues, June 14 | 6:30 -8 pfm

Nrectad by Judy Inoing, this film follows a
wayward fr' wiria browen “_,I any Tiorn her I'. this an family workshogp, we wil
met"” N can 5 g back
arrest” on the Golden Gat o care h s bring bac

mamuorneas, tha ry of scents

ata wildlife r-'-I'a ilitation fac ||1

nterestad in salf healing may § 1(1 naralla ng stress, and then we w il create
o ) o - mnrr Feaarant aile o taks Barm |

itk thar a 12104 G aur own fragrant oils to take home

with 1 wn healing journeys! {2104, G, Author and Ie G 'rl-hl < works

Documentary, 80 mins ) Popoorn! s ":' coE LENCIS WOrks

a holistic manner, and scent

with -_Ie 16
part of |'E‘C-I'l"‘5-1« P-=-r|~'t-=- by
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Loss of Trust: The Human Services Agency

By Dr. Maria Rivero & Dr. Derek Kerr

ast months Westside Observer covered
employee protests against “favoritism, crony-
ism and nepotism” within the Human Ser- |
vices Agency (HSA). These complaints have rocked

the Civil Service Commission since November 2015.
To its credit, the HSA expedited an All Staff Survey in

mid-2015, right before simmering tensions erupted publicly.

HSA’s All Staff Survey: An impres-
sive 82% of 1,986 active employees
responded, almost half being direct cli-
ent service providers. Most employees
embraced HSAs mission and values. How-
ever, according to Director Trent Rhorer,
two shortcomings emerged: communica-
tion throughout the agency is poor, and
employee morale is low. But there’s more.
The survey also indicated; “There appears
to be a mistrust of management, especially
among line staff...many did not respond
to more sensitive questions in the survey
(i.e. trust in executive staff management).”
Worried about the confidentiality of their
responses, 13% declined to identify their
programs. Overall, just 43% expressed
a “high level of trust and confidence” in
Rhorer and his deputies. But among direct
client service providers, a dismal 37%
trusted top executives.

No survey questions addressed unfair
hiring and promotion, yet 15% of 601 sub-
mitted comments touched upon hiring,
promotions, and staff development. Only
51% of respondents felt that staff mem-
bers were held accountable for their per-
formance. Current and former employees
told us that complaints were inhibited by
fears of retaliation. Nevertheless, the report
noted; “As with previous surveys, many
employees felt that hiring and promotion
were unfair. With no opportunities to be pro-
moted, some employees felt less motivated to
excel. Some respondents complained that
programs were not hiring internally and
new employees were unqualified or lacked

program knowledge” It recommended; “a
succession plan that seeks to develop staff
and promote from within (thus) saving
considerable time and cost...in hiring and
inducting new candidates” HSA data sup-
port this idea, as well as
the employee grievances
behind it. Before the
Civil Service Reforms of
2005, promotions from

HSA

HSA job appointments.

Since  then, they've .

fallen to 50%. Mean- iNG are sabotaging merit-
while, new hires swelled hased Competition. \/\/hy
cated employees
outraged over nepotism,

0, 0, i .
from.26A) to 43% of job are ded
appointments.

Despite staft dis-
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should ponder
within comprised 63% of \whether discretionary

hiring and “flexible staff-
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The survey confirmed that the “Ser-
vice Center Model” programs, namely the
merger of Medi-Cal and CalFresh (food
stamps), and the redesigned CalWORKS
(welfare-to-work), are troubled. Only 35%
of 360 CalFresh and Medi-Cal workers
rated their workload as manageable. Their
trust ratings for HSA executives were 26%
and 48%, respectively, and minimally
higher for their program managers. At
CalWORKS, trust ratings were 43% for top
executives and 54% for program manag-
ers. While undergoing taxing reorganiza-
tions, these programs rated below average
for worker input in decision-making.

HSAs Response: Records show
that executives care-
cesssssssssse fully studied survey

responses and scram-
bled action plans to
address the negative
feedback before releas-
ing the survey results.
Deputy Directors met
with managers “to dis-
cuss what the survey
means for their pro-
grams” Attention was
directed to the ailing

executives

content, managers are CrOMNYISM, and favoritism? Service Center Model

happy. For example, 86% Are “bjsiness-like” prac-
tices devaluing the very

of managers reported
“reasonable work evalu-
ations” compared to 37% WOT kers
of line staff. Being rec-
ognized for good work

garnered 86%  from -
managers compared PdSSION and respect?
to 41% for line staff.

And, 92% of managers felt their opinions
counted versus just 40% of workers. While
82% of managers trusted top executives,
merely 37% of line staff did so. According
to 95% of managers, their programs imple-
mented best practices, but only 57% of line
staff agreed. Similarly, 94% of managers
believed that clients were treated fairly ver-
sus 68% of direct service workers.

expected to serve chal-
lenging clients with com-

programs. Once again,
HSA’s Innovation Office
was mustered to “break
are out ideas for improve-
ment” Dubbed Service
Center Improvement
Plan 2.0, it aimed at
“helping each other
rather than blaming” -
a positive psychology approach that can
mute legitimate criticism while herding
workers down designated paths. Indeed,
in 2014 the Innovation Office had defined
itself “to meet the vision of our HSA Exec-
utive Director Trent Rhorer...and...to
advance HSA’s mission and values””
Rhorer heeded the surveys rec-
ommendations, particularly the call to

who

“develop a communication plan to ensure
the agency’s messaging is consistent and is
reaching employees while also valuing their
input.” In a memo to all staff, he promised
more “leading and managing by walking
around.” To his Executive Committee on
3/7/16, he announced the need to focus
on ‘communication, employee morale,
physical space and hiring and promotion.
Multi-year effort. Want to start this year on
communication ... because it relates to all
other areas.”

True, but poor communication had
surfaced in every Staff Survey, Strategic
Review, and Efficiency Plan during his
long tenure. Importantly, it doesn’t explain
the recent outcry against cronyism, or the
chasm between satisfied managers and
devalued workers. Confidence in man-
agement has stagnated around 42% since
HSA’s 2008 Strategic Review. What's omi-
nously different in HSAs 2016 Strategic
Review is the omission of Staff Survey
findings and the paucity of staff concerns.
It’s a skeletal and formulaic version of the
comprehensive and introspective Strategic
Reviews issued in 2000 and 2008. Like a
two-legged stool, it is program-centric
and service-focused, leaving employees as
machine parts calibrated for ever-increas-
ing efficiencies. Witness the tone of its
Human Resources section; “Redesign HR
to increase productivity, improve employee
morale and reduce the need for physical
space.” Once again, HSA plans to “Improve
speed and quality of hiring process” - with-
out addressing the influx of new hires and
complaints of favoritism. Similarly, HSAs
insightful Efficiency Plans were replaced
in 2012 by technocratic Performance
Reports that exclude employee relations.
Thats when HSAs strategic planning
seemingly commodified employees and
disposed of trust as a core value. The casu-
alties are employee morale, loyalty, and
productivity.

Cont. p. 8
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My life here

e
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Judy Houghteling, residentsince 201 1

@9 A not-for-profit community owned and operated by Episcopal Senior Communities.
irst” License No. 380540292 COA #177 EPSF723-01XG 060116

My Life Here Is

THE BOOK

Well-Crafted.

Her apartment is her art and bindery studio. It’s where
Judy perfects her amazing craft of bringing a book
and its beauty into a work of art. And because her
lifestyle comes complete with staff, housekeeping,
and amenities, she’s free to pursue her passions and
is enthusiastically writing her next, best chapter right
here. See why we continue to be The City’s most
appealing Life Care community. To learn more, or

for your personal visit, please call 415.447.5527.

A

San Francisco Towers

The life you want, in the city you love.

1661 Pine Street San Francisco, CA 94109
sanfranciscotowers-esc.org
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— WO/%}/ W&Zl‘fé’f? By Brandon N )iller
A Checklist for Retiring Abroad

o you dream about retiring in another country? It is an
intriguing option for some who feel like they are ready for

a new experience to go with the freedom of retirement.

WESTSIDE2)BSERVER
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Whether you're looking for a favorable climate, less expensive living costs, or specific
cultural or recreational opportunities, retiring abroad could be for you.

No matter what the inspiration may
be, it is not a matter to be taken lightly. Do
your homework and become as familiar
as you can with your dream environment
before making a final decision. Read on
for a few things you'll want to consider.
Get a true feel of what it will be like to live
in a new country

It is easy to become infatuated with
a particular location as your future home
when you visit on vacation. But there is a
big difference between being a tourist and
a resident. Think about how your day-to-
day routine would change and what ele-
ments youd like to stay the same, such as
going to the gym or volunteering. If you
know others who have retired abroad, ask
them about their experience making the
transition overseas.

Determine what's required to gain residency

If you are seeking to become a full-
time resident overseas, you will have to
determine the requirements. Alternately,
understand the laws of the country (and
they vary) to be an American resident liv-
ing in that country on a fulltime basis.
Consider your living options

Will you want to buy a home or will
renting be a better option? Renting may be
wiser if you want to take some time to bet-
ter acquaint yourself with your new sur-
roundings before locking yourself into a
purchase. Consider what happens as well
if you purchase a home and then plans
don't work out and you decide to move
back to the U.S.

Learn about medical services

As we grow older, the need for health
care services tends to rise. While many
countries have nationalized health care

systems that cover residents, you may or
may not be eligible to participate. Medi-
care won't cover treatment overseas, so a
separate insurance plan may be required.
If you think you may return to live in the
U.S. one day, you may want to keep paying
Medicare premiums to maintain future
eligibility for the program. Also check on
the quality of health care services in your
intended new home to determine if medi-
cal capabilities meet your expectations.
Review financial matters

Determine how the currency
exchange rate will affect your expenses.
Keep in mind that your expenses may
vary, particularly if you want to travel
within your new region or rely on public
transportation. You may want to transfer
some money to a bank account in your
new country, although electronic banking
services today make it easy to access funds
when you are outside the U.S. At the very
least, you will need to continue filing a tax
return in the U.S. and potentially paying
US. taxes as well, though this can vary
depending on your country of choice.

Choosing where to retire is a big deci-
sion. While thinking through the items
above is a good place to start, consult the
U.S. State Department’s website for more
considerations. Visit www.travel.state.
gov and search for the topic “retirement
abroad”

Brandon Miller, CFP is a financial con-
sultant at Brio Financial Group, A Private
Wealth Advisory Practice of Ameriprise
Financial Inc. in San Francisco, specializing
in helping LGBT individuals and families
plan and achieve their financial goals.

201

Brio Financial Group
A private wealth advisory practice of
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

44 Montgomery St, Ste 4210
San Francisco, CA 94104-4815

415-623-2450

Ameriprise %

Financial

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC.

© 2016 Ameriprise Financial, Inc., All rights reserved.
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Join us for these Cliff House Weekly Favorites

+ Wine Lovers’ Tuesday — Half Priced Bottled Wines*
+ Bistro Wednesday Nights — $28 Three-Course Prix Fixe
+ Friday Night Jazz in the Balcony Lounge

+ Sunday Champagne Brunch Buffet

*Some restrictions apply. Promotions are not valid on holidays.

(1]

Human Services (Cont. from p. 7)

HSA executives should ponder
whether discretionary hiring and “flex-
ible staffing” are sabotaging merit-based
competition. Why are dedicated employ-
ees outraged over nepotism, cronyism,
and favoritism? Are “business-like” prac-
tices devaluing the very workers who are
expected to serve challenging clients with
compassion and respect? Building trust
requires introspection - then, honest
communication. The recommended “con-
sistent messaging” won't enhance trust if
used as a mechanism to preserve privileges
and push agendas. Instead, HSA needs
authentic bottom-to-top communication

Snookered (Cont. from p. 4)

Ms. Wanss file shows that the Con-
troller transferred $52.95 million from
the TSR account to the General Fund for
the Department of Public Health, pos-
sibly for DPH’s operating expenses, and
has expended another $3 million for the
City's “Community Living Fund” (CLF).
Between the two expenditures, the Con-
troller appears to have diverted $56 mil-
lion from the TSR fund for what should
have been General Fund appropriations,
and that $56 million could also have been
used towards funding the June 2016 Pub-
lic Health Facilities bond measure.

Guided Historical Walks

Spend a memorable Saturday morning exploring Lands End. Start with a
continental breakfast at the historic Cliff House then walk through Adolph
Sutro’s magical ‘kingdom by the sea’ with historian guide John A. Martini.
Regarded as the ultimate authority on this part of the City’s fabled past,
John’s walks will be offered on July 9, August 6, September 10, and October 8.

For more information and to make reservations please
visit www.clifthouse.com/history/Johns_Walk.html

1090 Point Lobos 415-386-3330 www.CliffHouse.com

- like performance appraisals of manag-
ers by employees, and staff surveys that
ask about unfair hiring and promotion.
Meanwhile, communication is precarious.
Complainants are terrified of reprisals.
Hiring concerns aren’t aired before HSAs
own Commission. HSA executives haven't
talked to union activists. Reluctantly,
Mayor Ed Lee’s Civil Service Commis-
sion assesses whether its mission is being
subverted.

Dr. Maria Rivero and Dr. Derek Kerr were
senior physicians at Laguna Honda Hospi-
tal where they repeatedly exposed wrong-
doing by the Department of Public Health.
Contact: watchdogs@westsideobserver.com

Conclusion

Now more than ever San Franciscans
deserve a Charter amendment creating a
Board or a Commission having oversight
over MOHCD. Until that happens, we'll
still be getting screwy reporting about,
and screwy spending of, scarce Affordable
Housing funds, further snookering voters.

An expanded version of this article
is available on www.stopLHHdownsize.
com.

Monette-Shaw received a James Madison
Freedom of Information Award from the
Society of Professional Journalists—Northern
California Chapter in 2012. He can be con-
tacted at monette-shaw@westsideobserver.

x

Help your Dog
live a long, happy, healthy life

Small Group Dog Walking

Never more than 6 dogs to
ensure safety & provide
personalized attention

YLDEN GATE

Dog*tec Certified

San Francisco Permit #P144030
goldengatedog.com

(415) 408-6099

DOG WALKING



Page9

June 2016

Wooding / Jane Kim (Cont. from p. 1)

$1,104 annually.

CCSF’s 2015-16 Student Expense Budget, or Cost of
Attendance report, found that students spend approxi-
mately $3,033 per year for education-related costs, not
including childcare or room and board: $1,700 for books
and supplies, $1,300 for transportation, to be determined
for childcare. For these low-income students, educational
support up to $1,000 per year would eliminate the need
for them to choose between buying food and buying text-
books, or between paying rent and paying transit and
childcare costs, to allow them to physi-
cally reach and attend classes.

“Many of ourlow-income commun
-ities have been decimated by the
exploding cost of living and hous-
ing. They have been displaced out of
San Francisco but they still commute
to work here and attend CCSF as one
of the last affordable opportunities to
attain higher education, or finish earn-
ing a degree, or obtain needed certi-
fication for upwards job mobility and
opportunities,” Kim says.

Programs that guarantee free col-
lege tuition for residents of a commu-
nity or state are a proven and powerful
tool to simultaneously improve high
school and college performance
among all income and ethnic groups.
When young students learn that their
educational aspirations need not be
limited by the financial circumstances
of their family, their desire to succeed
increases and the institutions that sup-
port them also step up their game to
assure student success.

Supervisor Jane Kim

and local efforts in Pennsylvania, Ohio,

Ilinois, and 11 other states have all ]Cor upwards

started programs for students to have and opportunities

free access to community colleges.

CCSF Trustee John Rizzo states, “We [CCSF] have no
significant management problems since the elected Board
of Trustees was put back in power starting last year. (We
regained complete control this past January.) The current
financial audit had no findings, which is the first time this

They.

WESTSIDEE)BSERVER

has happened since I've been on the Board”

Rizzo added, “The recent Fiscal Crisis and Manage-
ment Assistance Team (FCMAT) report give the college
a clean bill of health. When they came to give an oral ver-
sion of their report at a Board meeting last month, they
said ‘CCSF implements effective fiscal controls and sys-
tems, and ‘CCSF has adopted prudent fiscal policies and
practices”’

Rizzo further states, “Janes plan should work if it is
adopted as written. It would add some extra cost at CCSF
in terms of processing, but we believe it will make up for it
by increasing enrollment. But if the Board of Supervisors

were to change the measure by add-
ing extra requirements, it would raise
those costs and make it more compli-
cated for the students”

Supervisor Kim’s CCSF proposal
not only has administrative support,
but also has support from the CCSF
union — the American Federation
of Teachers, ATF Local 2121. Union
president Timothy Killikelly states,
“We believe Jane Kim’s proposal for a
free community college for City Col-
lege of San Francisco will create more
educational opportunities for all San

. Franciscans. We enthusiastically sup-
port this idea”

Even democratic hopeful Bernie
Sanders recognized Kim’s expertise in
college management and funding by

ceecccceeccsee endorsing her candidacy for District
. attend CCSF
as one of the last
affordable opportunities to
attain higher education, or

States across the country such as finish earm’ng a degree, or
Oregon, Tennessee, and Minnesota, nht3in needed certification

11 State Senator. According to a May
25" Chronicle article, “The pair con-
nected (Sanders and Kim) over the
issue of free community college for
all, which Jane has worked for”

CCSF is a local treasure that
cannot be allowed to be dismantled.
Although the road has sometime
jOb mob][]ty been rocky for CCSE think of the
past, present, and future educational
benefits this college has brought to
San Francisco. Please support CCSF
by supporting and adopting Supervisor Kim’s “Mansion
Tax” leading up to the November election.

George Wooding, Midtown Terrace Homeowner'’s

Associationv

Unveiling a Flawed and
Enigmatic Tax System

By Brian Browne
an Francisco regularly ignores or l l
morphs federal, state, and local - 1
laws that might impinge on the =

self-serving wishes and dictates of the r
ruling elite. They are now trying to ignore

the laws of supply and demand (S&D). n
The latest and most dangerous assumption (embed-
ded in the SFPUC rate model) is that water rates may
be increased near indefinitely (at least through 2023)
and that SFPUC retail customers will not signifi-
cantly decrease demand. Consumers do react to price
increases, especially large rate increases as San Fran-
cisco retail water customers are experiencing. This is
not the first time, and I suspect will not be the last time,
that combined Team Controller & SFPUC have invoked
and misused a spurious elasticity coefficient to justify
misguided public policies and associated expenditures.

00 0000000000000 00 000

‘ ‘ This may give comfort to the
bond markets as to the ability of

the SFPUC to adequately service debt
from present and future enterprise rev-
enues, but such an assumption is highly
debatable, and unreasonable based on
economic theory. It must be revisited.”

The SFPUC has a somewhat enigmatic three-part
charge for residential water customers.

1. Fixed or meter charge (service) based on the
meter size. There are 12 different meter sizes range from
5/8 inch to 16 inch. The charge for a 5/8 inch meter,
effective July 1, 2016 is $10.86. The charge for a 16 inch
meter $1.215.46 effective the same date is $2,116.11.
Meter sizes represent the potential volumetric demand
on the system and are a proxy for recovering fixed costs.

2. Variable or commodity charges are divided into
two-ascending tiers. As of July 1, 2016 a retail water cus-
tomer pays $6.00 for the first 4 units (748 gallons) of
water used per dwelling unit and then $8.05 per unit of

Cont.p. 13

“Joan is outstanding and top-notch with everything she does.”

Property

APARTMENTS

BARBAGELATA

REALESTATESF.coOM

Management
HOME

~ T&B Baker

)

& Rentals
MULTI-UNITS

Contact Joan For A Complimentary Proposal

V1451 JOAN HOLSTEN
: Property Management & Rentals
1415.203.8329

JoanH@RealEstateSF.com

CalBRE# 01115890

“We care for your property

as we would our own home.”
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TARAVAL S

ATION
49% Burglary Increase: Don't Be a Target

s captain, it's my job to present more in-depth information as to
details of the crimes we are seeing and most importantly, convey
what my plan is to address crime. An example of this, the citywide
trend for burglaries is showing an increase of 2% since the last report-
| ing period but unfortunately, the Taraval district has seen a 49% increase.
This type of increase is shocking and lets me know that the criminals have

. e
Crime Report

found their way into the Taraval district, which has proven to be a target rich environ-
ment. The best way to deter criminals is to work in partnership with the SFPD and our
community, with other department resources and city agencies as well.

Because of the increase in home and
auto burglaries, and robberies, I have
decided to evolve the Taraval Neighbor-
hood Team into a plainclothes unit. High
visibility is one of the best ways to deter
crime, but now TNT is able to conduct
surveillance, identify and apprehend the
suspects. Under the leadership of Lt Ed
DelCarlo and Sgt Ryan Crosby, they can
make the difference we need. Working
closely with other plainclothes units from
neighboring districts, we share resources to
have a greater impact. Recently, TNT while
working in a plainclothes capacity, were
confronted by proactive neighbors. Please
if you see someone that you feel is suspi-
cious, call 911! One,
its a matter of safety
for you as the resi-

all of you to organize your neighborhoods.
Get to know your neighbors so you can all
watch out for each other. It’s true, the police
officers of Taraval Station cannot be every-
where, but you can. You can be the eyes
and ears of your neighborhood to assist us
in fighting crime but also in addressing any
quality of life issues.

Finally, Congratulations to our Tara-
val SIT for their arrest of two subjects
who are suspected of possessing stolen
property and utilizing EBay to profit from
those items. The case began with an auto
break-in where an expensive piece of medi-
cal equipment was stolen. Sgt. Scott Hom
was assigned the investigation and thanks

the victim, who found
her item on EBay, two

° eooosssccccccssssseses 10 the assistance of
“the citywide trend

dent but, two, when fOI’ burg[aries 1S subjects were arrested
officers are working showi ng an increase of 29% and numerous items
in plainclothes, the _: : of stolen property were
dispatcher will be able SINCE the last reporting recovered, including

to determine quickly per

you have identified as

suspicious.

So how can you, as a resident, make your
home less appealing to criminals?

First, never leave a door unlocked. My
experience has shown me, there are bur-
glars who will enter you home while you
are present. Most won't, but some will.
They will take advantage of an unlocked
door even when you are home.

Please ensure when you are not home,
your windows are closed and locked. I know
with warmer days on the way, many of us
enjoy opening our windows for the cool
breeze and fresh air. Please, when you leave
your residence or you go to sleep at night,
remember to close and lock the windows.
Burglary is a crime of opportunity, so take
the opportunity away and make your home
the least attractive as possible as a target.

For those of you who have front gates,
please check your locking mechanism on
your gates. When a gate’s locking mecha-
nism has a lot of play in it, a burglar will
use a simple tool and wedge it in the lock
to open it and have an easy entry through
your gate. If you have a mesh material lin-
ing your gate that is not sturdy, replace it
with a more durable material. Burglars
will cut through the mesh to reach in and
unlock your gate.

Security alarms, motion-sensor flood
lighting and cameras are good tools as well
when attempting to harden your home as a
target. I cannot express enough how valu-
able SFSAFE can be to you when trying
to answer the question, “What can I do to
make my home more secure?” Please reach
out to them, they will come out to your
home and give you an evaluation and rec-
ommendations on what you can do.

PLEASE do not leave items in your cat.
Even if you think, “Oh no one will want
that!” They may, and then you are left to
deal with not only the theft but a damaged
window as well. Theft from Vehicle cases
are incidents of opportunity. Take away the
opportunity and I know we will see less
cases of Theft from Vehicle. I encourage

d but unfortunately,
if they are in the area the Taraval district has seen
and if they are who 249% increase”

the medical equipment
and a $6,000 dollar
bicycle which belonged
to a music teacher in
Berkeley. Channel 7 News Reporter, Vic
Lee, did a great story highlighting this case
which we hope will assist us in identifying
more victims of the stolen property. Please
check out the story at abc7news.com as
well as our website for photos of the recov-
ered stolen property.
%%

Recently we had two collisions in the
district. Oneleft a bicyclist seriously injured
and the other took the life of a pedestrian.
As many of you know, the officers of Tara-
val Station conducted numerous traffic
enforcement operations every week in an
effort to change the behavior of drivers
traveling though our neighborhoods.

The first collision involving the
bicyclist occurred at 7:17 pm on the
Great Highway just south of Vicente. In
an effort to address community concerns,
we have conducted targeted enforcement
in the area to stop those who are travel-
ing above the speed limit. Both officers of
Taraval Station and the Traffic Company
responded to the area and issued numer-
ous citations. We will continue our efforts
on a daily basis in hopes to eliminate traffic
collisions on this corridor.

The second collision involving the
tragic loss of life occurred on Brother-
hood Way and Junipero Serra. In this case,
the pedestrian was struck by a driver of a
motorcycle while trying to cross the road-
way. The collision occurred on the onramp
to Brotherhood Way from Junipero Serra.
Based on observations of the scene, it
appears a crosswalk was not painted on
the roadway but there is a marked handi-
cap access ramp from the sidewalk into
the roadway. This leads me to believe it is
intended to accommodate pedestrian traf-
fic. Clearly, this roadway needs immediate
improvement with a marked crosswalk
that should be enhanced with reflectors
and signage. One of my sergeants photo-
graphed the area of concern and I have
forwarded these photos to SFMTA so they
can look into the proper engineering of

Next Neighborhood Safety Community Meeting has not yet been announced,
check with taraval.org for time and location.
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this crosswalk. I know, from hearing from
the community, this pedestrian crossing
area has been of concern for a long time.

~ - I will be sure to follow up with SEMTA

and Supervisors Yees Office so we can see
that the necessary improvements are com-
pleted. On our end, our Traffic Company
officers conducted a speeding enforcement
operation on Brotherhood Way between
Summit Way and Lake Merced Blvd which
resulted in 12 citations for 22350 CVC-
Speeding. In partnership, officers from
Taraval Station and Traffic Company will
conduct pedestrian enforcement opera-
tions at this location. These operations will
focus enforcement on drivers who do not
yield to pedestrians.

We also heard the concerns of citizens
regarding drivers who are failing to yield
to pedestrians in the area of Ocean Ave.
and Santa Ana. A pedestrian enforcement
operation was conducted which resulted
in 25 citations of drivers in violation of
21950 CVC-Yield to pedestrian in cross-
walk. We will continue to conduct traf-
fic enforcement operations to change the
behavior of drivers.

Residential Burglaries and Theft
from Vehicle incidents continue to be
the topic of conversations I have had with
many of you. In March, we saw a total
number of 73 burglaries in the district.
Of the 73 burglaries, 25 were hot prowl
burglaries which means that resident was
home when the suspect entered the home.
With the data analysis, we were able to pin
point not only where the incidents were
occurring, but we were also able to see on
which days of the weeks they were more
frequent and the times of those days when
they were occurring. In order to address
the number of burglaries, we deployed
uniformed officers to the impacted neigh-
borhoods for higher visibility and worked
in partnership with TNT officers assigned

to plain clothes as well as stellar investiga-
tions by the Taraval SIT team. Our efforts
have proven effective as in the month
of April we saw in decrease in burglar-
ies from 73 to 29 with only 10 of the 29
being hot prowls. I must add, I believe
this decrease is not only the result of sta-
tion efforts but rather the efforts of both
officers and units citywide who are work-
ing very hard to identify prolific burglars
and conduct investigations that result in
arrests and offer strong cases for the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office to prosecute.

I think it's important to convey to
the community that we continue to com-
municate with the District Attorney’s
regarding criminal investigations and the
prosecution of the criminals. Based on
many discussions that have occurred, I am
growing increasingly confident that the
District Attorney’s office is looking at these
cases on a case to case basis and are mov-
ing forward to prosecute these criminals.

For cases of Theft from Vehicle, we
have seen our biggest decrease since Janu-
ary. In January we saw 200 cases, in Febru-
ary there were 157, in March 154 and in
April we have seen our lowest number at
117 cases. In my opinion, I attribute this
to not only our efforts but the efforts of
the community as well. Last week, we had
two incidents in which uniformed officers
made arrests for Theft from Vehicle sus-
pects based on calls from the community.
Thank you to everyone who is taking an
active role in their neighborhood safety.
Thank you to all of you who are looking
out for your neighbors and for being the
eyes and ears for the officers of Taraval Sta-
tion. We could not be as successful without
your partnership.

Editor’s Note: Captain’s remarks and Police
Reports are shortened for space. Please go to
taraval.org for complete articles.
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Under the Influence Inflicting Physical
or Mental Suffering on a Child

11:49 pm | Ocean Ave & Aptos Ave

A male was reported with a child walking
up the street. The witness saw the male
fall into the bushes and was unable to get
back up. The suspect told the officer that
he was walking home with his child but he
never fell. During the conversation with
the suspect, the officer smelled alcoholic
beverages and observed signs of intoxica-
tion. The suspect they had no right stop-
ping them and started to walk away. As the

suspect reached to take his child’s hand,
the child turned away and told the suspect
he wanted to go home to his mother. Offi-
cers contacted the mother and released the
child to her. The suspect was arrested for
intoxication in public and not being able
to care for his child.
Robbery
8:25 pm | 1600 15th Ave
The victim said that he and some friends
were walking down the stairs when three
suspects approached him. One of the
suspects punched him in the mouth and
took his camera. The suspect got into their
Cont. p. 14
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A series to remember... As we go to print the Warriors are )ust startlng the NBA
finals against the Cleveland Cavaliers in a rematch from last year. A week ago they were
pronounced “all but dead” by most fans after getting shellacked in back to back games
in Oklahoma City. Down 3 games to 1 they completed a most improbable comeback
with wins in games 5,6 and 7 that will be spoken of forever. Congratulations to everyone
associated with the team — they set another record in game 7, scoring the highest rating
of any telecast EVER on TNT. Not just any game, but any show ever. Over 20 Million
viewers were tuned in for the 4" quarter. It was also announced that TNT’s game 7
post game show “Inside the NBA” also had the highest rating ever for that program.
Conversely, the opening game of the Stanley Cup finals between the SJ Sharks and the
Pittsburgh Penguins had a very low rating as it was telecast at the same time. You would
think the NHL could have seen that one coming and started the series a day later...

“The Big One” remembered, “100 years” later... last month, I reported that “San Fran-
cisco celebrated the 100™ anniversary of “The Big One,” the devastating 1906 earth-
quake and fire that destroyed much of the
city” Obviously my math skills failed me, as it
is really 110 years since the quake. I mentioned
the last known survivor, William Del Monte,
who was months old at the time of the quake,
had passed away earlier this year at the age of
100. Mr. Del Monte was actually 110 years old.
A reader caught my error, and I apologize for the
oversight.

Public Safety tidbits....this tidbit comes to us via # - -

our friends over at the SFPD. As reported at the WOTPCC meeting by SEPD Captalns
Denise Flaherty (Taraval) and Joe McFadden (Ingleside), the best way to avoid being a
victim of auto theft is to not leave valuables and other items in plain sight when parking
and leaving your car. It's a crime of opportunity with a 4% capture rate. Also, don’t leave
your garage door opener in your car. It gets taken, now the thieves have a free pass into
your garage and possibly your home. For home security the SFPD suggest installing a
camera to record those at the front (and rear, if possible) of your home. Small “go-pro”
types of camera are fairly inexpensive and video footage is a great tool for catching and
charging a burglar. If you need a SFPD to respond to an issue in your neighborhood
that is not an emergency, call 415-553-0123 (the non-emergency police number) to

June 2016

Why do we need... An “Office of the Public Advocate?” Columnist Quentin Kopp
has written this month about a proposed charter amendment to create an “Office of
the Public Advocate” to oversee that things are working as intended. He has estimated
the budget to be about $13,000,000 annually, and the “advocate” could even propose
legislation to the Board of Supervisors (as a non-elected position.) Really?? I may be
mistaken, but aren’t there enough departments already? Could it be (as Kopp infers)
that this legislation creates another “position” to give “termed out” politicos a place
to land, pick up a paycheck (and let’s not forget — a big pension) and just expand the
city’s bureaucracy? If the former judge is correct, and the new department budget is
$13,000,000, couldn’t the money be used for something really worthwhile; like home-
less services, or affordable housing? Maybe it should be called the “Office of Pork
Barrel —Pension Grabbing Advocacy by former politicos...” (Hey, can I design my
own future job at $150,000 per year? Where do I sign up? As they say...”Only in San
Francisco” Kinda sounds like Chicago to me...)

Do you have an event, a neighborhood fact or just an observation to share? Drop us a
line at mitch@westsideobserver.com and share your ideas or just let us know what you

think.
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These community pariners keep San Francisco a clean and healthy city
by collecting used oil and oil filters from the public!

WE WANT YOUR

USED

Dispose of your used oil and filters

Bayview, Visitacion Valley Haight, Panhandle Richmond Sunset
ABC Auto Parts Quality Tune-up (Fell) Jiffy Lube (Geary) O'Reilly Auto Parts (Taraval)
O'Reilly Auto Parts (San Bruno) Laurel /Pacific Heights O'Reilly Auto Parts (Geary) Pennzoil 10 Minute Lube
O'Reilly Auto Parts (Bayshore) - . . . Precise Auto Chevron
eon G Firestone (Geary) Russian Hill, Nob Hill _

Davidson Garage ) i Lube N SF Honda's 9th Ave. Service Center
Civic Center, Tenderloin Ll (Bey e a0 Sy Lo (\{on ess Sunset 76
San Froncisco’Hon da SF Honda's Marina Service Center Mark Morris Tires
S [t Mission, Potrero, Bernal Heights Souih of Mquet (SOMA)
76 Ao Czu o N — Flr‘estone (Mission)

Oil Changer Oil Can Henry's

SF Auto Repair Center BMW Motorcycles of SF

SFEnvironment.org/recyclewhere

responsibly at the above locations.
To find a location near you, go fo:

OIL

+FILTERS!

San Francisco residents can call for a free pickup:

(415) 330-1405

SF Environment
Our home. Our city. Our planet.
A Department of the City and County of San Francisco

_ Funded by a grant
from CalRecycle
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THE 79TH ANNUAL § VAL

See Next Page for Summary of Events.

(oncerts start promptly at 2 pm, and end between 4:30 and 5:30 pm. Stern Grove is located at 19th
Avenue and Sloat Blvd. Seating is on a first come, first served basis. Arrive early for best seating.
Benches are reserved for seniors and disabled patrons and seats are first come, first served. Share the
Space!

To ensure visibility for all patrons, tents and large shade structures are not allowed. If you have a small
umbrellas be aware that it must be down prior to and during the performance. Please bring only lawn
chairs that are low to the ground with backs at shoulder height. Please be considerate so everyone
can enjoy the day!

The Concert Meadow will be closed to further entry when capacity is reached. (Announcement will
be made 30 minutes prior to the closing.) Festival staff will begin hand stamping at the entrances at
approximately 10 a.m.

No pets, no smoking, no high-backed chairs, large tables, large shade structures, no barbecues no
video or audio recording equipment, no professional still camera equipment, no skateboards, scoot-

ers, weapons, fireworks or illegal substances. Info: sterngrove.org
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SF JAZZ FESTIVAL I JUNE 749

The Festival will kick off with a free admission celebration
at the outdoor Proxy space in Hayes Valley on Tue, June
7 from 5 pm to 10 pm. with music from Brass Band Mis-
sion and Beso Negro, plus a beer garden, videos, and food
trucks. The SF Jazz Festival will present 43 concerts over
13 days with legendary performers and up-and-coming
artists from around the world. At the SFJazz Center, Davies
Symphony Hall, & Herbst Theatre. sfjazz.org

f

46TH ANNUAL S.F PRIDE CELEBRATION
Celebration: Sat Jun 25 | noon-6 pm | Civic Center
Parade: Sun Jun 26 | 10:30 am | Civic Center & Mar-
ket St. | With over 200 parade contingents, 300 exhibitors,
and 20 stages and venues, it’s the largest LGBT gathering in

the nation. $5-510 donation (celebration), free (parade);
415-864-0831. sfpride.org

C alerdar

-

SF OPERA SUMMER SEASON 2016

Various Days Jun 7 - Jul 5 | The season includes Bizet's
Carmen - the ultimate femme fatal (11 performances 5/27
- 7/3). The inquisition comes to life with Verdi's Don Carlo
(6 performances 6/12 - 6/29) Jandcek’s Jeniifa portrays a
stepmother’s concern for her unwed stepdaughter’s preg-
nancy. (6 performances 6/14 - 7/01) sfopera.com

CACTUS & SUCCULENT SHOW & SALE

Sat - Sun Jun 11-12 |
9 am-5 pm | The 29%th
Annual Show and Sale of
the SF Succulent and Cac-
tus Society will be held
in the Gallery at the SF
County Fair Building, 1199-
9th Ave (at Lincoln Way).
This year's theme is “50
Shades of Blue,” featuring
a wide variety of colorful
drought-tolerant succulent o
plants that are awash in hues of blue and go on to dazzle
the senses in pinks, purples, reds and oranges. Admission
is free. Bring your own box to carry away plants.

VERY SUNVAY : FARMERS MARKET

Farmers Market | Every Sun | 9 am-1 pm |
Stonestown rear parking lot: at Stonestown Galleria
(19th Ave @ Winston).

EVERY SUNDAY - VICTORIAN TOUR

Sundays | 2 pm | Victorian era architecture of the
city’s first suburb in the neighborhood of Lafayette
Square. San Francisco’s illustrious history and some
steep streets. Many fabulous views! 1801 Bush St.
garden. Donations OK. MUNI 1, 3. sfcityguides.org

EVERY TUE/THU /SAT  GET IN SHAPE!

Tue/Thu | 8:30 am | Sat: 9 am | Get into shape,
improve your health. FREE exercise classes. Kinesiol-
ogy students from SF State in partnership with SF
Rec and Park. Turf field at Minnie and Lovie Ward
Park, 650 Capitol Ave. 100citizens.sfsu@gmail.com,
www.100citizens.org

EVERY TUES - QUE SYRAH HAPPY HOUR

Every Tue Happy Hour | 4-8 pm | Que Syrah Wine
Bar. Take $1 off each glass, 10% off each bottle (con-
sumed on site). 230 West Portal Ave 731-7000

EVERY THURS - NIGHTLIFE

Every Thu | 6-10 pm | The Academy of Sciences
brings live music, science, mingling and coctails. GG
Park $12 ($10 Members). calademy.org/nightlife.

JAZZ FRIDAYS @ THE CLIFF HOUSE

Every Fri | 7-11 pm | The Balcony Lounge at the
(liff House hosts jazz every Fri night. 1 Seal Rock. cliff-
house.com/home/jazz.html.

FRIDAY NIGHTS o THE PEYOUNG

Every Fri | 5-8:45 pm | Music, poetry, films, dance,
tours and lectures. Cafe: special dinner, no-host bar.
Art-making children/adults. deYoung Museum, GG
Park. deyoung.famsf.org/deyoung/fridays

FRIVAYS @ OFF THE GRID/FT. MASON

Every Fri | DJs 5-7:30/Bands 7:30-10: pm | Off
the Grid: Over 32 food trucks and street food carts in
a huge circle with a full bar and bands in the middle?
That's a party! Free. Ft. Mason Ctr. Two Marina Blvd.

SATURDAYS - FREE YOGA IN THE PARK

Every Sat | 11 am | Come play outdoors, in nature.
Enjoy a rejuvenating morning flow and meditation
for body, mind, and spirit. GG Park, Big Rec Baseball
Field (across from the Botanical Garden). Bring a mat
or blanket, FREE. Cancelled if raining. Dog OK

DAILY - BOOK-A-LIBRARIAN

Learn Basic Computer Skills. Choose a topic—search-
ing databases, setting up email, or surfing the web.
Basic mouse skills required. Call 355-2825 to make an
appointment. Merced Branch Library, 155 Winston Dr.

DAILY + ART OF PINOCCHIO

10am - 6 pm | Wish Upon a Star: The Art of Pinocchio.
Until Jan 9, a never-before-seen exhibition. Discover
how one of the most influential animated films in
history was produced: Disney’s 1940 feature-length

masterpiece Pinocchio. Walt Disney Family Museum,
104 Montgomery, Presidio. Closed Tuesdays.

DAILY - RED VELVET/SF PLAYHOUSE

Thru 6/25 | 7 pm | London, 1833. No black man
has ever starred on a British stage—not even as
Othello—until tonight. Ira Aldridge, a young black
American, breaks more than the color barrier as he
battles the entrenched social and theatrical norms of
his day. SF Playhouse, 450 Post. sfplayhouse.org

SAT  AUTHOR CARA BLACK

Sat Jun 11| 7 pm | Aimee Leduc, heroine of 15
mysteries in this NY Times bestselling series—now,
Murder on the Quai, reveals how Aimee first became a
detective. Bookshop West Portal, 80 W Portal.

ESCAPE T0 ALCATRAZ

Sun-Jun 12 | 7:30 am - 2:30 pm | The world’s top
athletes from over 40 countries in the streets and
waters of SF to compete in the Triathlon. It begins
with a 1.5 mile swim from Alcatraz, then an 18 mile
bike ride and an 8 mile run through GG Park and back.
Sat-Jun 11 | 11 am-6 pm | Sun Jun 12 | 6:30
am-2:30 pm | Located at the finish line—the free
Fitness Festival & Expo on the Marina Green. Latest
products and services from the health and fitness
industry to entertain the 20,000 spectators.

SAT-SUN - WEST COAST CRAFTS

Sat - Sun Jun 11-12 | 10 am-6 pm | A juried exhi-
bition of artist and designer craftsmen and women
inspired by the mood and aesthetics of the West Coast
lifestyle. Festival Pavilion at Fort Mason Center. Free

SUN - SUNSET SUNDAY STREETS

SunJun 12|11 am-4 pm | Traveling through Golden
Gate Park and along the Great Highway from Lindy in
the Park, to the Skatin’Place, to Ocean Beach! Because
this route is so long, we encourage you to bring your
bike or skates. If you don't have wheels, be sure to put
on those walking shoes! sundaystreetssf.com

TUE + EAT UGLY FRUIT AND VEGGIES!

Tue Jun 14| 6:30 - 8:30 | Just Eat It: A Food Waste
Story traces waste from farm, retail & the fridge. The
filmmakers pledge to survive on foods usually thrown
away at a cost of billions. After the film Imperfect Pro-
duce brings samples of “ugly” items that often go to
waste on farms. West Portal Branch, 190 Lenox Wy.

TUE : PARK RANGER STORIES

Tue Jun 14| 2-3 pm | All ages will delight in leamning
about the flora, fauna, and tales of SF through mas-
terful storytelling from your local Park Service Ranger
Merced Branch, 155 Winston Dr.

FRI+ SELTZER ROCKETS!

Fri Jun 17 | 4-5:30 | Create rockets that really fly!
Simple ingredients: film canisters, water and Alka
Seltzer! So much fun that you'll never even suspect
that it's educational! Merced Branch, 155 Winston Dr.

FATHER'S DAY BIKEABOUT

SunJun 19|8:30-11am S.F. Zoo | Take Dad on this
leisurely, docent-led cycling tour, which concludes
with a continental breakfast. Enjoy the zoo before the
crowds and to watch the animals start their day. Par-
ticipants must bring a bike. $25—%30 (includes park-
ing and zoo admission) 753-7080, sfzoo.org

SUN - NATIVE CONTEMPORARY ART FES

SunJun 19|12 - 3 pm | A beloved Father’s Day tra-
dition celebrating the creativity of North America’s
indigenous peoples, the 19th Annual Festival show-
cases Native music, dance, spoken words and crafts.
Esplanade, Yerba Buena Gardens, 733 Mission St.

TUE : PELICAN DREAMS

Tue Jun 21 | 6:30-8 pm | Directed by Judy Irving
(Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill) follows a California
pelican from her “arrest” on the GG Bridge into care
at wildlife rehabilitation. Explores pelicans’ nesting
grounds, coast migration and survival challenges.
West Portal Branch, 190 Lenox Wy.

WED - VIETNAMESE SPRING ROLLS

Wed Jun 22 | 7-8:30 pm | Want to create a healthy,
easy-to-make, delicious delicacy? Khanh Lu will give
make fresh Vietnamese spring rolls. Space limited.
Register: 355-2825 Merced Branch, 155 Winston Dr.

THY - AUTHOR THAD CARHART

Thu Jun 23 | 7 pm | In Finding Fontainbleau: An
American Boy in France, Carhart revisits his childhood
and a variety of places. He lives in Paris today. Book-
shop West Portal, 80 W Portal.

THU - MONKEY KINGPOM

Thu Jun 23 | 6:30-8 pm | Monkey Kingdom is set

among ancient ruins in the jungles of Asia. Maya, a

clever monkey, is forever changed when her son Kip is

born. Amazing footage. Popcorn! West Portal Branch,
90 Lenox Wy.

1
FRI+ TIAKO PRUMMING

Fri Jun 24 | 4-5:30 pm | Learn about the Japanese
art of taiko! Feel the thunderous sounds of the drums
vibrating through your body as language, culture, and
history combine into an exciting educational experi-
ence. Merced Branch, 155 Winston Dr.

SAT - HIKE FOR HOPE

Sat Jun 25 | The American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention’s Greater SF Bay Area Chapter hosts the 1st
Napa Valley Hike for Hope at Skyline Wilderness Park.
$15 and includes light breakfast, trail snacks, guest
speakers, interactive activities, community resources,
and more. Info: www.afsp.org.

SUN - JAPAN DAY FESTIVAL

Sun Jun 26 | 1 - 5 pm | Celebrate the cultural heri-
tage of Japantown with a special 110th Year Perfor-
mance from Japanese artists from Tokyo, Chicago, and
Bay Area. Taiko, Japanese Classical & folk dance, Japa-
nese dolls, Okiya Style Shamisen music, and more.
Japantown Peace Plaza.

MON - CENTRAL COUNCIL

Mon Jun 27 | 7:30 pm | West of Twin Peaks Central
Council meets to discuss local topics. Meets the 4th
Mon each month. Forest Hills Clubhouse, 381 Magel-
lan Ave. westoftwinpeaks.org

MON - $.H.AR.P /EARTHQUAKE SHAKE

Mon Jun 27 | 7 pm | UCSF cardiology professor
by day, modern-day Paul Revere by night, Matt
Springer tells you pretty much all you need to know
about earthquake preparedness in about an hour. He
answers questions afterward. 1736 Ninth Avenue.

TUE + AUTHOR MARY ROACH

Tue Jun 28 | 7 pm | In Grunt: The Curious Science
of Humans at War, Roach tackles the science behind
some of a soldier's most challenging adversaries
panic, exhaustion, heat, noise and introduces us to
the scientists who seek to conquer them. Bookshop
West Portal, 80 W Portal Ave.

WEP : MINIONS

Wed Jun 29 | 6:30-8 pm | Scarlet Overkill recruits
Minions Stuart, Kevin and Bob in a plot to take over
the world! The Minions Despicable Me spinoff at West
Portal Branch, 190 Lenox Wy.

THU « NATURAL DYES

Thu Jun 30 | 4-5:30 pm |Use the world’s most
ancient technique and simplest tools to transform
white cotton fabric into colored, right before your
eyes! Whether you go random or planned, you are
weaving together history, science, math, and folk art
to make your own wall hanging to take home.

THY + OMI NEIGHBORS IN ACTION

Thu Jun 30 | 7 pm | Meets last Thu each month. This
meeting is at Temple UMC 65 Beverly/Sheilds Street.

SUN - ASIAN ART MUSEUM FREE DAY

Sun Jul 3 | 10 am-5 pm | Every first Sunday is free
atthe Asian Art Museum (save $12) -17,000 artworks
spanning 6 thousand years. Special exhibitions may
require separate charges. 200 Larkin St.

TUE : CONSERVATORY FREE DAY

Tue Jul 5|10 am—4:30 pm | An intimate, up-close
experience with over 1,700 species of rare, exotic and
endangered plants. Opened in 1879, the wood and
glass greenhouse is the oldest existing conservatory
of its kind in the Western Hemisphere. 100 J F Ken-
nedy Dr. Free every first Tuesday.

TUE * E YOUNG FREE DAY

Tue Jul 5| 9:30 am - 5:15 pm | Art from 17th-20th
centuries, native Americas, Africa, & Pacific. 50 Hagi-
wara Tea Garden Drive. Free first Tuesdays.

TUE + LEGION OF HONOR FREE DAY

TueJul 5]9:30am - 5:15 pm | 4000 years of ancient
and European art in the exquisite Beaux-Arts building
in an unforgettable setting overlooking Golden Gate
Bridge. 100 34th Ave. Free first Tues.

Local event? editor@westsideobserver.com
Priority: Westside Events




Page 13

Stern Grove — Admission-Free Concerts

Sundays at 2 p.m. | Sigmund Stern Grove | 19th Avenue and Sloat Blvd.
June 19 | JANELLE MONAE Midtown Social

Stylish and soulful, GRAMMY-nominated singer/songwriter Janelle Monée is a dynamic
performer, producer, avant-garde funkstress, and a creative visionary. Local nine-piece soul
and funk band Midtown Social opens the show with danceable grooves.

The fabulous Janelle Monde brings her futuristic funky sound to kick off Stern Grove
Festival’s 79th Season at The Big Picnic. A true performer, Monde is recognized for her pow-
erhouse R&B tunes, commanding stage presence, and a dynamic fashion sense defined by
black and white power suits.

June 26 | GEORGE CLINTON & PARLIAMENT FUNKADELIC | Bayonics

P-funk originals and Rock and Roll Hall of Famers George Clinton and Parliament Funk-
adelic bring their eclectic funk, soul and R&B sound to the Grove.

Opening the show is San Francisco’s own “house band,” Bayonics, with a danceable
blend of hip-hop, reggae, Latin, and funk music.

George Clinton was a major player in the evolution of R&B in the 1970s with his bands
Parliament and Funkadelic. Met with the Disco Degradation of the early 80s and a series of
royalty battles, Clinton’s iconic soul-turned-funk sound lives on today as George Clinton &
Parliament Funkadelic, with influences from the likes of Jimi Hendrix and Sly Stone.

July 3 | HIEROGLYPHICS | Mix'd Ingrdnts, Golden State Breakers

Oakland’s own underground hip-hop collective, Hieroglyphics, takes the stage with
their signature battle rhyming and freestyling over funky and jazzy beats.

Opening the afternoon will be Oakland-based dance crew Mix'd Ingrdnts and the
B-boys of the Golden State Breakers.

Since 1997, Hieroglyphics has established themselves as a driving force in modern day
hip-hop. The Hieroglyphics collective is made up of Del The Funky Homosapien, Casual, Pep
Love, Domino, and the Souls of Mischief (A-Plus, Opio, Phesto and Tajai). The Hieroglyphics
sound is primarily lyric-driven with jazzy or funky beats and samples and a rap-battle-like
set up of songs.

July 10 | SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY | Edwin Outwater, Conductor

The San Francisco Symphony returns for its annual summer performance at Stern Grove
Festival. Since its inaugural concert in 1938, Stern Grove Festival has partnered with the SFS
to offer a world-class performance that many attendants otherwise would not be able to
afford. This season, SFS returns for the third year led by Director of Summer Concerts Edwin
Outwater for an afternoon of American Landscapes, a nod to the Centennial of the National
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San Francisco’s

SOURDOUGH PIZZA
since 1975

Join "Goat Hill Rewards"”
Fast delivery!
Order online - www.goathill.com

SOMA
Delivery + Pick up
171 Stillman St
415-974-1303

West Portal
Counter Service * Delivery * Pick up
170 West Portal Ave
415-242-GOAT (4628)

Potrero Hill
Dine in * Pick up
300 Connecticut St
415-641-1440

ORDER ONLINE
www.goathill.com
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Dancing at Lughnasa is utterly brilliant because the inspired writing
of Brian Friel shines throughout the entire production. Five unmarried
women live in Donegal Homestead, 2 miles outside the town of Bally-
beg in 1936. The eldest, Kate Mundy (Kristine Ann Lowry) is a school
teacher. The youngest Christine Mundy (Lily Jackson) has had a child Flor Lynn Isaacson
out of wedlock with her sweetheart Gerry Evans, engagingly performed
by Mark Ian Schwartz. Maggy Mundy (Shannon VeonKase) is the house
joker, and Agnes Mundy (Siobhan O’Brien) is the sad and serious one,
who takes special care of Rose Mundy (Isabelle Grimm) who is simple.

Parks Service: Three Americana Selections by John Williams, Ferde Grofé's Grand Canyon
Suite, and Dvorak’s Symphony No. 9 in E minor, Opus 95, “From the New World”

Entry is free, but please check our summary of the conditions for seating and entry on
the previous page. This listing is for June and part of July. Check the July Observer for more.

Tax System (Cont. from p. 9)
water thereafter. All single-family dwelling
units have one dwelling unit.

Ascending tier pricing may cut
off demand, but is it legal and is it eco-
nomically efficient. It is only legal if the
ascending tiers exactly mirror the cost of
producing the services. The probability of
these fiat- developed steps mirroring real
marginal costs is close to zero. Therefore
its legality must be questioned and proved.
If the SFPUC cannot do this they must
cease and go to a marginal cost approach
to ratemaking. The high priced tiers do
decrease demand. This approach is analo-
gous to slamming on the brakes on I-280
at 100 MPH. The vehicle will stop, but the
potential damage to the vehicle, its occu-
pants, and other travelers on the freeway
is greatly increased and the outcomes are
uncertain. This is analogous to the panic
approach of fiat-developed tier pricing to
ration water during droughts.

Marginal cost pricing, when applied
properly, is effective in rationing water,
and optimizing social welfare during both
drought and non-drought cycles. A special
“feel good” theory starring increasing tier-
developing bureaucrats is not required.

The SFPUC’s overly complex, confus-
ing, and seat-of-the-pants approach only
achieves bureaucratic make-work out-
comes. A simple dollar per unit ($/unit x
use) charge based on revenues required
(numerator) divided by volumetric output
(denominator) would be less confusing
and more consistent with state law (1996
Proposition 218 amending the state con-
stitution). Joint products with common
costs are best valued by equating marginal
costs with marginal revenues. Using a nor-
mative intertemporal approach to rate-
making (revenue requirements approach)
will be less gimmicky, more transparent,
less costly, complement macroeconomic
growth, and be in conformity with the state
constitution, none of which may be attrib-
uted to the current ascending block tariff
system. The SFPUC approach to allocating
costs is similar to an accountant arbitrarily
allocating costs to different parts of a sheep
producing both mutton and wool. Impos-
sible, but bureaucrats proceed undaunted.

The SFPUC under Brown Act/Sun-
shine (FOI) provided its Excel model. It
has no explanatory text (like a cake recipe)
explaining the steps and assumptions used.
These type explanations are required to
fully understand how they calculate your
utility rates. Most independent regulators
call for transparent and concisely written
“model specifications” to accompany any
such public algorithm. A model specifi-
cation is the same as having a recipe for a
cake. In this case the public owns the cake
and deserves to know what is in this very
expensive cake. Water, wastewater, and
garbage services are taxes when provided
by local governments in California, and
this heightens the need to know why you
are being taxed and where your tax monies
are going.

Since 2000, as a member of the May-
or’s Infrastructure Taskforce (2000-2002)
and then as a member of the hijacked Rev-
enue Bond Oversight Committee (RBOC
0003-2012), I have sought access to this
recipe, so I might understand what is
embedded in these taxes to better under-
stand their correlation with state laws
and economic efficiency. The worksheet
(multiple spreadsheets) housing their rate
model was confusing and less organized
than I suspected. The Excel code was rela-
tively sophisticated.

Through the smokescreen of poorly
documented Excel sheets, I did imme-
diately find two major weaknesses (I am
still analyzing). 1. Their stated method
for capitalizing major investments via rev-
enue bond expenditures and amortization
of these funds for blending into the rate
structure, and 2) the misuse of the impor-
tant economic concept of price elasticity
of demand. I have spoken of the former in
prior essays.

The SFPUC rate-model assumes for
the period 2013 through 2023 that the
price elasticity of price demand for retail
water will remain at -0.25. This means
that for every 1 percent increase in rates
or prices consumers will only cut back
physical demand by .25 percent. This will
ensure SFPUC total-revenues will always
increase at a like proportion after every
rate increase, regardless of the amount of

Their Uncle Jack (Jim McFadden) is a
priest who has been sent home ill from the
African Missions, having lost touch with
reality.

The action is narrated by a grown up
Michael Evans (John J. Hanlon), Chris-
tine’s son, from his perspective as a 7-year-
old during the events of the play. Hanlon
plays Michael as cheerfully reminiscent.

One of the tensions, challenges, and
of staging of the play, is the pull between
the womenss reality and the processing of
their lives through the prism of Michael’s
memory. Director Patricia Miller, in this
Novato production, favors the memory-
play aspect. She states in the program
“The narrator Michael, now middle-aged,
returns to a moment in childhood and
weaves a spell for the audience. The unre-
liability of memory makes space to play
with the possibilities of narrative, where
poetry, music, and movement are as real
and embodied in fact”

Thus, the staging is fluid. Mark Clark
has designed a wonderful set with a cot-
tage on stage left and the outdoor clothes
line for the family’s wash is stage right. The
Lighting Design by Bill Weinberg is excel-
lent, and so are the authentic costumes by
Misha Murphy, assisted by Janice Deneau,
and Mary Weinberg.

The entire production has a choreo-
graphed feel - not just the dance sequences.
The whole point of the dancing in the play
is to represent an escape from the repres-
sion of 1960’s Ireland. Because the women

are moving in graceful slow-
motion during Michael’s
narration, they do not seem 8 /iyres—Fr.eﬁck
at all “repressed.” The sisters’

brilliant dancing to the raucous reel on the
radio has a show-stopping impact.

The acting throughout is generally
outstanding. Shannon VeonKase as the
impish Maggy is a particular treat. This
play is highly recommended, because
the inspired writing of Brian Friel is
bullet-proof.

Photography: Mark Clark

Dancing at Lughnasa began May 20
and will run through June 12 at Novato
Theater Company Playhouse, 5420 Nave
Drive, Suite C, Novato 94949.

Performances are Fridays and Satur-
days at 8:00 p.m. and Sundays at 2:00 p.m.
Order tickets online up to two hours before
performance times at www.NovatoThe-
aterCompany.org (print out your ticket
from the confirmation email). If you are
unable to print out your ticket, your name
will be on a list at the Box Office at your
scheduled time. The Box Office opens at
7:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday; and at
1:00 p.m. on Sunday.

This was the final production of the
2015-2016 Season. Opening NTC’s 2016-
2017 Season will be Streetcar Named
Desire by Tennessee Williams from Sep-
tember 9 through October 2, 2016,
directed by Michael Barr.

Flora Lynn Isaacson

i
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Don Lee Miller will be back with us next month.

the price hike. This may give comfort to
the bond markets as to the ability of the
SFPUC to adequately service debt from
present and future enterprise revenues,
but such an assumption is highly debat-
able, and unreasonable based on economic
theory. It must be revisited.

The derivation of the price elasticity of
demand coefficient used for this analysis
does not support this near-infinitum type
extrapolation. Using this static elasticity
number is also contrary to history expe-
riences. San Francisco water users during
the price increases and mandated restric-
tions of the 1970s and 1980s droughts
made many permanent cutbacks in their
water-use. Similar cutbacks will most
probably occur as a result of the current
drought with its rate hikes, and like moral

and mandated rationing.

Postscript — Just in case the City folks
take offense at my economics, let me quote
from two outstanding economists - Wil-
liam R. Allen and Armen A. Alchian from
their Exchange ¢ Production.... Text book
(3 Ed.) “First law of demand: At any given
price there is some higher price at which
less of a good is demanded. & Second law
of demand: In the long-run, demand is
more elastic for any given good as substi-
tutes for that good become more readily
apparent.”

Brian Browne was coauthor of 2002 Prop P
and former member of the Revenue Bond
Oversight Committee it created. Feedback:
browne@westsideobserver.com
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Police Report (Cont. from p. 10)

vehicle and fled the scene.

Battery

7:04 pm | Judah St & 30th Ave

The victim of a battery told the officer
that an ex followed her onto the LRV and
started harassing her. A bystander stepped
in to help but was punched by the suspect.
The suspect fled.

Assault - Vandalism

6:46 pm | 3300 Taraval St

A fight was reported, with numerous wit-
nesses. The victim was at her rental prop-
erty when the suspect made a comment
about her, went into the building and
came back with a baseball bat. The suspect
attempted to hit her but struck a vehicle
with the bat. The suspect was arrested.
Trespassing - Cited

10:16 am | 00 Chumasero Dr

An apartment manager told police the sus-
pect had been living in the apartment for
a couple of weeks without paying rent and
without consent. The suspect was found
sleeping in the apartment. The officers also
located a cache of cell phones and credit
cards in other people’s name. The suspect
was cited.

Theft from Vehicle - Burglary Tools

5:57 pm |100 Plymouth Ave

A suspect was reported breaking into a
vehicle. The witness observed the suspect
break into two vehicles and steal a case of
sports drinks from the back seat. A suspect
matching the description who was drink-
ing from a bottle of a sports drink also
had tools to break into vehicles and stolen
property and the suspect was arrested.

Theft from a Person - Cited

6:05 pm | 9th Ave & Irving St

The victim said she and the suspect, her
son, were downtown earlier in the day
waiting for the bus when he asked for
money for drugs. She refused, but he stole
her wallet. Later she received a phone call
from him asking for her ATM pin number.
She met with him and they had an argu-
ment. Bystanders called the police. The
suspect was later cited.

Assault - Arrested

8:42 pm | 600 Capitol Ave

Officers arrived on a domestic violence
scene. The victim said he brought clothes
for his son when the suspect began to
argue, tried to punch him, and tried to
run over him with her vehicle, pinning
him between two cars. They cuffed her in
patrol vehicle. The suspect was yelling and
tried to kick out the glass window of the
patrol car. . The suspect was arrested.
Vehicle Tampering - Probation Violation
12:32 pm | 2300 34th Ave

Officers responding to a burglary report
located a suspect matching the description
andy determined the vehicle was stolen.
The suspect said a friend said that he could
have the items that were in the trunk. A
computer check revealed that the suspect
was on probation. He was arrested.

Robbery

5:12 pm | 2000 Irving St

Responding to a report regarding a pos-
sible bank robbery, the victim said the
suspect came to her window with a note,
saying he had a gun but she did not see a
gun. The victim gave the suspect all the
money she had in her teller drawer and
reported that the suspect left the bank in
an unknown direction.

Saturday - May 7

Under the influence - Resisting

9:34 am | 44th Ave & Judah St

A report of a suspect was drinking on the
MUNI and exposing himself. The victim
pointed to the suspect. The suspect turned
around and told the officer that he wasnt
going to be arrested and continued walk-
ing away. The officer restrained the suspect
by his arm and he was placed in handcuffs.
He was determined to be intoxicated and
he was placed in detox and later cited.
Vandalism - Arrest

10:20 am | 700 Irving St

A suspect arrested during an earlier inci-
dent matched the description to an act of
vandalism that had happen on a previous
day. The description was confirmed and
the suspect arrested for the damages.

Burglary - Arrested

9:32 am | 1100 Plymouth Ave

Responding to a report of burglary officers
observed a man matching the described
suspect at Victoria and Ocean Ave. He
was detained. The victim said he saw the
suspect attempt an entry into his home,
but when he confronted the suspect at the
doorway he hopped the fence, into the vic-
tims neighbor’s yard and fled. A records
check revealed numerous convictions for
burglary. The suspect was arrested.

Marijuana Cultivating

1:00 pm | 40th Ave

Officers identified a subject with a search
warrant at a house converted into culti-
vation of marijuana plants. They located
numerous plants in various stages. This
will be an on going investigation.

Assault - Arrest

6:03 pm | 2600 Noriega St

The victim said he parked his vehicle in
front of the house to pick up his children.
The suspect was concerned that the vic-
tim blocked his driveway. The victim got
into his vehicle to leave when the suspect
sprayed him with some type of spray. Offi-
cers observed a can of pepper spray still in
the suspect’s pocket. He was arrested.
Robbery

12:15 pm | 300 Faxon Ave

The victim reported that she was suddenly
pushed onto the ground and her purse was
pulled off her. A search located a security
camera that may have captured the inci-
dent and will be investigated.

Robbery

4:14 pm | 23rd Ave & Irving St

The victim of a purse snatching said she
was waiting at a bus stop when two sus-
pects passed her. Suddenly, one of the sus-
pects grabbed her purse and pulled it away
from her, and she fell to the ground while
the suspect fled on foot.

Robbery - Arrested

12:16 pm | Portola Dr & Laguna Honda
The robbery victim stated that he had just
gotten on a bus when the suspect snatched
his phone out of his hand and ran off. He
chased after he found the suspect who
threatened to beat up him before walk-
ing away. He followed the suspect when
he threw the cell phone down. The victim
picked up the phone and called the police.
The suspect was detained and arrested.

DUI - Traffic Violation

2:42 pm | Ulloa St & 37th Ave

A citizen flagged an officer down to report
a hit and run. The vehicle headed south
on Sunset Blvd but units responded and
located the vehicle, the driver was asked
to exit the vehicle. He was unsteady on
his feet and officers could smell alcohol.
Drooping eyelids also indicated intoxica-
tion. The driver failed a field sobriety test.
He was arrested.

Battery - False Imprisonment - Arrested
10:46pm | 00 Byxbee St

The victim said she argued with her father
about a boyfriend and she lied about going
to work so she could see him. When she
arrived home, her father became argu-
mentative, and when she tried to leave,
her father grabbed and tossed her on to
the floor. Her father prevented her from all
attempts at leaving. When she reported the
incident to the police he was arrested.
Robbery Attempted - Arrested

12:17 pm | 1500 Sloat Blvd

The victim said she pushing a shopping
cart which contained two bags of groceries
in the parking lot. She noticed the suspect
riding a bicycle towards her and he tried to
grab the groceries. A short struggle ensued
and she ran into the store—the suspect fol-
lowed. Fearful, the suspect told officers he
was only offering to help the victim carry
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her groceries. The suspect was arrested.
Breaking Windows - Under the Influence
3:42 pm | 1500 Irving St

Witnesses said they were inside the school
having a party when they heard a loud
bang and saw the suspect standing in
front of a large, cracked, window. He was
detained and appeared to be intoxicated.
He was arrested.

Search Warrant - Arrested

10:19 am | Undisclosed location

An SIT sergeant located video and other
evidence and obtained a search warrant.
Officers located the suspect and a search
of his residence revealed clothing he
wore during a burglary. They also located
cocaine, bullets and multiple items use for
selling narcotics. The suspect was arrested.
Vandalism

2:56 pm | 1500 24th Ave

The victim of a domestic altercation said
she was arguing with the suspect outside
the house when he shattered her wind-
shield with his hand before throwing paint
all over her vehicle. The suspect then fled.

Assault - Arrested

4:19 pm | 47th Ave & Judah St

The victim of an assault said her mother
cut her with a knife and tried to kill her.
The victim said she tried to go to her room
when the suspect followed inside and
began throwing books at her, grabbed her
neck and began choking her. She got loose
and her mother went to the kitchen and
came back began waving two large knives.
One hit her throat. She was arrested.
Robbery

8:26 am | Garfield & Ralston St

The victim of a robbery reported he was
walking to SFSU with his sound record-
ing equipment in hand when the suspect
followed him for a block. The suspect
asked what time it was and then simu-
lated a handgun inside his jacket pocket
demanded the victims bag. The victim
complied and the suspect fled on foot.

Assault - Arrested
8:58 pm | 1000 Ocean Ave

The victim said the suspect approached
her from behind and attempted to cut in
front of her at a fast food restaurant. She
told the suspect to “back off” and the sus-
pect then pulled down her hoodie force-
fully from behind causing her to fall, then
kicked her twice in the head. The suspect
was detained and arrested.

Vandalism - Cited

8:05 am | 1700 24th Ave

The victim said there had been ongoing
problems with his tenant. The suspect
accused him of entering her residence
and vandalizing her room. The victim
informed officers that the suspect had
smashed eggs and thrown vegetables on
his front door and windshield of his vehi-
cle. The suspect was cited.

Battery

11:44 pm | 16th Ave &

he noticed that the hallway light was off.
His roommate also came home and asked
him why was his bike was out front and
the gate was wedged open. While awaiting
officers, the suspect ran through the door
to the bicycle. The victims detained him.
Upon arrival, officers searched the sus-
pect’s person revealing a wire cutter and
drill bits. He was arrested.

Battery

7:15 am | 600 Head St

The victim of battery said he and his friend,
had an argument and the suspect lost his
temper, grabbed the victim by his neck and
punching twice. He was cited.

Burglary - Pepper Spray

8:12 pm | 1900 Irving St

A burglary victim said he was behind the
counter of the smoke shop when he refused
to serve several under-age customers. He
believes one of the customers came back
and pepper sprayed him. When he chased
after the suspect, another suspect went into
the store and may have stolen some items
before all suspects fled the scene.

Robbery

9:55 pm | 1900 Ocean Ave

The robbery victim said he was standing
in front of the pool hall when two sus-
pects approached him. One of the suspects
pulled out a pistol and pressed it into his
back while the second suspect demanded
his property. The victim gave the suspects
his property and both suspects fled.
Battery - Cited

8:50 pm | Taraval St & 46th Ave

The victim said that he was on the MUNI
when he saw his friend on the street. When
he exited MUNTI his friend walked up to
him and punched him multiple in the face.
The suspect was cited.

Robbery Attempted

8:39 pm | 200 Winston

The robbery victim told the officers that
she exited her parked vehicle and was
walking towards the mall when a sus-
pect pushed her down from behind and
attempted to take her purse and started
punching her. A bystander heard the vic-
tim’s scream for help and intervened, the
suspect to fled.

Battery - Vandalism - Resisting Arrest
7:36 pm | 1300 Irving St

A witness told the officers that the sus-
pect and victim were in the bar drinking
all night and began arguing. Another wit-
ness, a firefighter, said the suspect tried to
challenge him to a fight. The victim stood
between them and the suspect pushed him
aside. When officers arrived, the suspect
also wanted to fight the officers. An officer
used pepper spray to defuse the incident.
They detained the suspect and summoned
an ambulance to evaluate him. After arriv-
ing at Taraval Station, the suspect stuffed
clothing into the toilet which caused the
cell and surrounding areas to flood. The

Judah St

The victim of a bat-
tery said she got off the
N-Judah and was walk-
ing on the street level
platform when she felt
two taps on her shoul-
der and as she turned
around, the suspect
punched her jaw once.
She did not know the
suspect and he did not
say a word to her. She
screamed for help and as
pedestrians arrived, the
suspect walked away.
Officers were unable to
locate the suspect.

Burglary - Possession
of Burglary Tools

12:10 am | 1500 Lincoln
Wy

When Officers arrived
they observed the vic-
tims restraining a sus-
pect. One victimsaid

Congratulations ALC Riders!
Job well done.
(Time to upgrade that bike parking at home)

SAN FRANCISCO REAL ESTATE
Better Buying & Smarter Selling
with Kevin Ho + Jonathan McNarry
(Proud sponsors & Ride veteran)

VANGUARD
PROPERTIES

kevinandjonathan.com

Kevin K. Ho :=sa.
415.297.7462
TOP PRODUCER | REALTOR

kho@vanguardsf.com
SBN 233408 | BRE 01875957

Jonathan B. McNarry.
415.215.4393
TOP PRODUCER | REALTOR

jpm@vanguardsf.com
BRE 01747295

when he arrived home
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Second T honghts « By Tack Fnye

The Revolt of the American Underdogs -

> The Working Class and Poor

" \ T he twin political surprises of the year have been the success
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of businessman and entertainer, Donald Trump against 16

professional politicians and that of Bernie Sanders, a socialist
Independent against the person already chosen to represent her party and our country.
How could these two people seemingly on opposite ends of the political spectrum, be
doing so well against impossible odds? What could they possibly have in common?

The revolt of the American underdogs
- working class and the poor.

The working class is also known as
the blue collar or the lower-middle class.
They, along with the poor or lower class,
make up the bottom 40% of U.S. household
income earners. Most do not earn enough
to pay any federal income tax with tens of
millions of them getting federal transfer
benefits like the Earned Income Credit,
food stamps and Medicaid. Most have no
more than a high school diploma.

These two presidential hopefuls have
several things in common that appeal to
both of these groups of Americans.

expedite their path to citizenship. These
moves would only bring more people here
without invitation making the lives of
those in our lowest two socio-economic
classes even worse.

While we suffered high unemploy-
ment rates during our recent recession, the
groups impacted most severely were those
without college educations and especially
those who did not complete high school.
While the US. population as a whole
reached a high of 10% unemployment,
black and Latino youth were seeing rates as
high as 30%. It is these groups who must
compete with foreign workers abroad as

Both Bernie and Trump seem genuine. They seem
to be saying how they feel .. It seems that Bernie

and Donald talk like working class people do.”

Both Bernie and Trump seem genu-
ine. They seem to be saying what they
think and showing how they feel. Most
professional politicians are too well condi-
tioned to say what they really feel or think
for fear of alienating part of their constitu-
ency. It seems that Bernie and Donald talk
like working class people do. They are not
inhibited by attempts at being politically
correct, something that regular folk cant
stand already. But that means that they
might say something that might offend
some defensive group.

Neither has been using a super-PAC
or depending on corporate donations.
(Trump might begin having a super PAC.)

Both are against illegal immigration
while only Trump has promised to try to
end it. Bernie, like past farm labor leader
Cesar Chavez, believes that illegal immi-
gration hurts the working class and the
poor, while Americans with college edu-
cation and good paying careers have no
problem with illegal immigration. Undoc-
umented workers provide services that
the middle class needs and enjoys includ-
ing house-cleaning, child care, gardening,
food service, construction, farming, and
furniture moving at very reasonable rates.
Those here uninvited will not be compe-
tition for any white collar job. They will
not be competing to be partners in a law
firm or for residency in a hospital. They
will not be teachers or politicians, nurses
or social workers. So what is their problem
with people coming to our country to seek
a better life for themselves and their loved
ones?

But if you are a person without a col-
lege education, you might be competing
with people here illegally who would be
willing to work for less.

Both Bernie and the Donald are
against many of our foreign trade trea-
ties like NAFTA and the current one, the
Trans Pacific Trade Pact. Both are against
outsourcing American manufacturing
jobs to Mexico and Far East countries like
China and Vietnam. People in the work-
ing class are directly affected by these job
losses while those in the middle and upper
classes enjoy lower costs and a greater vari-
ety of offerings from this globalization.

But the irony is that minority voters
who are most likely to be in the bottom two
socio-economic classes (lower and lower
middle) and are therefore most impacted
by these two major policy issues, prefer
Hillary to both candidates.

Black and Latino Americans are dis-
proportionately less educated and more in
need of entry level jobs from which they
can promote. Hillary claims to be for open
borders; has promised people living here
illegally that she would let them stay so as
not to break up families and that she would

well as illegal immigrants at home.

If Bernie and the Donald can make
this point clear, they could win over
more minority voters and defeat Hillary
who would offer more transfer payments
instead of jobs for these impacted Ameri-
can workers and needy poor.

Both Mr. Sanders and Mr. Trump
were against our invasion of Iraq and our
involvement in the overthrow of several
Middle East dictators. Both are against our
nation’s past efforts at nation building. The
two also agree that we are spending too
much defending our allies, especially in
NATO. Trump says that we are being taken
advantage of in NATO with the U.S.paying
the lion’s share. The NATO defenders say
that America is paying in proportion to
its GNP and so pays more than any other
country or 22% of all related costs. The
problem is we are paying to defend our
allies, not the U.S. Both candidates seem to
feel that the host countries should pay for
their own defense. Hillary seems content
to let us have more than 700 military bases
on foreign lands protecting only the host
countries and their friendly neighbors.

This also affects people in the working
and poor classes. They are most likely to be
the ones fighting for our country to pro-
tect another. They were in Iraq protecting
Iraqis from Iraqis. They were in Afghani-
stan protecting Afghans from the Taliban.
They are now in Syria, Iraq and Libya pro-
tecting the innocent from the violent ter-
rorist groups that seem to be metastasizing
across the region.

Both candidates have said that the
hundreds of billions we are squandering
abroad being the world’s 911 could be bet-
ter spent on our infrastructure - physical
and intellectual. We could be fixing our
highways, bridges, schools, and healthcare
centers. Most Americans won't be involved
in armed conflicts, mainly just people who
have few other opportunities. As Shake-
speare’s Falstaff said, “the poor die as well
as the rich”

Some Democrats are saying that Ber-
nie Sanders is not really a Democrat. He
isn’t. He's an Independent and a socialist.
But Democratic and Independent voters,
especially the young and the socio-eco-
nomic underdogs, love him.

Some GOP leaders say the Trump
is not a real conservative or even a real
Republican. That is probably also true. But
maybe the voters are tired of the traditional
political alternatives They want someone
different.

I think that we are in for a very inter-
esting six months. Keep your eyes on the
underdogs - the working class and poor -
in revolt.

Feedback: kaye@westsideobserver.com

Do you have a pinched nerve?

We can help.

Dear friend,

It’s hard to believe, I know, but it’s true.
Last year more Americans were killed by
prescription drugs than === =
by guns, AIDS, suicides
and terrorists com-
bined...But well get to
that in a minute. —

Let me start by [
explaining the photo ¢
in this letter. You know § |
when I meet people in
town they usually say,
“Oh yeah, I know you,
you are Doctor Mea-
kim. You have been on =
the corner of Beach and
Jones for years”...(and
we just moved to our 1
new office on Clement Street). Well, that’s
me. I'm also the woman hugging her niece
at the jersey shore in the picture.

17 years ago something happened
that changed my life forever. I was a young
woman living in Philadelphia when it hap-
pened. I was driving with a friend when she
missed a stop sign and rammed into the side
of another car. We were all shaken up. The
police were called and we all went to the
hospital. No one was bleeding, so the doc-
tors took some x-rays of our neck, gave us
pain meds and sent us on our way. The next
day I woke up with pain everywhere and
it just kept getting worse. For years I tried
everything that I could find. For an escape
from the pain, I went to medical doctors,
physical therapists, acupuncturists, I tried
special pillows, and anything I thought
might help. I spent a lot of time and money.
Along the way I had two more car acci-
dents and the pain kept getting worse and
worse. I had developed fibromyalgia, neck
pain, mid-back pain and low-back pain
with tingling and numbness down my right
arm and leg. I was scared that something
was really wrong with me. This could not
be normal. I was only 33 years old and felt
like I was 100. That is when someone told
me about a chiropractor that they thought
could help. As a matter of fact, after the first
person told me about him, two more people
did that same week. So I made an appoint-
ment with the chiropractor. Thank good-
ness that they took the time to help me! I
went to his office where he asked me about
my problems, did an exam, and took some
x-rays of my head and back. After that he
pointed out where my nerves were pinched
and adjusted them. The adjustment was so
light I barely felt it. I began crying as I felt
the pain leave my body for the first time in
years. It may sound strange, but I was so
happy and grateful for the relief that I still
thank him every day! After that, I knew
what I had to do. I had to become a chiro-
practor, and that’s how it happened!

Thaveadjustedmanychildrenwithinthe
first 15 minutes after birth. They obviously
didn’t complain of neck pain or back pain;
I adjust them to keep them healthy... as
with all the hundreds of children I care
for in my office.

You see, it's not normal for kids to get
ear infections, asthma, allergies or a num-
ber of other illnesses we see clear up in our
office everyday.

When the nervous system is working
correctly your internal resistance and heal-
ing powers are enhanced.

A healthy family does NOT rely on
medication to make them well. My family
does not turn to medication to seek health
and we don't have a “medicine chest” in our
home. Due to years of advertising satura-
tion from the pharmaceutical companies
most Americans do seek health from out-
side- in and most families have a “medicine
chest” filled with an average of 16 different
medications.

In an average year, the World Health
Organization (WHO) reports over 1.5
million hospitalizations due to medica-
tion. Last year the WHO reported 350,000

deaths due to medication people took...
and 160,000 were when the drugs were
prescribed correctly. More people died last
year from medication
than at Pearl Harbor and
Vietnam. Amazing huh?
If drugs make peo-
ple well, then those who
| take the most should be
the healthiest, but this

. simply isn'’t the case.
Many people are

beginning to under-
stand that health
comes from  within.

- This is why chiropractic
1 A helpssomanypeople. You
e see, your body can heal
: ! itself. Your body doesn't
need any help; it just can’t have any interfer-
ence. With chiropractic, we don't add any-
thing to the body or take anything from it.
We find interference in the nervous system
and remove it thus enhancing the healing
capacities of the body.

We get tremendous results... it really is
as simple as that.

For the past eight years, people from
San Francisco and the surrounding area
have come to see me with their pinched
nerve problems.

« Headaches

« Migraines

o Chronic Pain

o Neck pain

« Shoulder/arm pain

» Whiplash from car accidents

« Backaches

« Numbness in limbs

o Athletic injuries just to name a few.

Here is what some of your neighbors
have said:

“I had back pain for 15 plus years and
two back operations. Now I play tennis, sit
at my computer and enjoy an active pain
free lifel Thank you Dr. Meakim!” — A.
McGrath

“All possible medicines and doctors,
you made a miracle taking away my pain!!
I am a happy wife and mother again!” — L
Igudesman

“T have had chronic neck, shoulder and
arm pain for the last 4 years. After seeing Dr.
Meakim I can now twist off caps, button/zip
my own pants and there is no longer a need
for me to ice my arm in the morning and
night! I feel more energetic, and can move
my arm and neck pain free!” — C. Brubaker

My qualifications:

I am a graduate of Palmer College of
Chiropractic, I have published articles in
leading chiropractic journals and taught
chiropractic to chiropractors! I've been
helping your neighbors in San Francisco
since 2004. T've been entrusted to take
care of tiny babies to athletes that you may
know.

My assistants are Marcy and Raquel
and they are friendly and helpful and ready
to assist you to set up an evaluation. Our
clinic is both friendly and warm and we
try our best to make you feel at home. We
have wonderful service at an exceptional
fee. Our clinic is called Healthy Life Chi-
ropractic and it is at 101 Clement Street (at
the corner of Clement St. and 2nd Avenue).
Our phone number is 415-751-7071. Call
today for an appointment. We can help you.

Thank you.—Dr. Christina Meakim D.C.

PS. When accompanied by the first
family member, I am also offering the sec-
ond family member this same examination
for only $17.

PPS. Can you imagine not having to
wait at a doctor’s office? Well, your time
is as valuable as mine. That’s why we have
a no-wait policy. You will be seen within
minutes of your appointment.

PPPS. Of course, all people respond
differently to care.
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WEST OF TWIN PEAKS PROPERTIES SOLD SINCE 2/1/16

June 2016

FACT: INVENTORY HAS NEVER BEEN LOWER WHEN COMPARED TO BUYER DEMAND
ADDRESS TYPE BEDS | BATHS | PK ASKING SOLD 9%OF ASKING
17 San Andreas Way St. Francis Wood 5 45 6 3,750,000 3,750,000 100
120 Ulloa St Forest Hill Extension 3 2.5 1 1,495,000 1,700,000 113.71
587 Mangels Ave Sunnyside 3 2 2 995,000 1,010,000 101.51
155 Monterey Blvd Sunnyside 2 1 2 879,000 1,255,000 142.78
269 Joost Ave Sunnyside 3 2 2 998,000 1,430,000 143.29
2455 14th Ave West Portal 4 3.75 2 1,525,000 1,525,000 100
45 Ardenwood Way West Portal 2 2 3 1,295,000 1,630,000 125.87

LIVE BETTER BY MAKING GREAT DECISIONS ABOUT REAL ESTATE.
PUT MY MARKET KNOWLEDGE, NEGOTIATING SKILLS, AND EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU.

19th Avenue and Ortega - April 10, 1934 - Infant shelter on east side of 19th Avenue, south of Ortega. By permission San Francisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library:

Crime Report (Cont. from p. 14)

suspect was transferred to county jail for
his arrest.

Assault

12:56 pm | Font Blvd & Cambon Dr
Responding to a report of a fight of approx-
imately 80 people but the crowd dispersed
as officers arrived. A victim appeared
intoxicated and had blood trickling down
his face. Medical personnel checked the
injuries and found a stab wound in the vic-
tim’s back. The victim had conflicting sto-
ries about what happened and said that he

OPEN LATE

was hit on the head by an unknown person
but did not know he was stabbed also.

Theft From Vehicle - Possession of Bur-
glary Tools

11:37 am | 2300 44th Ave

Officers responding to a break-in arrived
observed two suspects next to the vehicle.
One of the suspects was trying to unlock
a vehicle while a second suspect was look-
ing in the window and assisting the first
suspect. The officers detained the suspects
who said the vehicle belonged an Aunt
who had locked the keys in the vehicle.

However, a check revealed it was stolen
out of Watsonville. The check also revealed
that one suspect had a warrant for his
arrest. The suspects were arrested.

Search Warrant - Burglary - Stolen
Property

11:09 am | Undisclosed

Taraval SIT members, along with a detec-
tive from San Mateo, conducted a search
warrant for a suspect and for stolen prop-
erty related to a burglary incident in the
Taraval district as well as San Mateo. The
officers and detective executed the search

JENNIFER ROSDAIL
DRE# 01349379
415.269.4663
www.Living415.com
jennifer@rosdail.com

warrant and located both the suspect and
stolen property. The suspect was arrested.

DUI - Arrested
1:56 am | 19th Ave & Crespi Dr
Officers observed a vehicle drifting

. between two lanes on an empty street. At
one point, the officers slowed down to

approximately 5 mph on the empty street
and observed the suspect doing the same
before passing them, still at a very slow
speed. Officer conducted a traffic stop and
determined the driver was intoxicated.
The driver, however, refused to allow them
to conduct a field sobriety test but agreed
to have a blood test. When the officers
attempted to conduct the blood test, the
driver again refused to cooperate. A search
warrant was obtained, the driver’s blood
was taken and the driver was arrested.

Trespassing - Warrant Arrest — Arrested
10:09 pm | 700 Taraval St

Officers responded to a report of a tres-
passer asleep inside a laundromat. Officer
arrived on scene, which was posted with
“no trespassing” signs and located the sus-
pect who was sleeping on top of a table.
Officers determined that the suspect was
not using the laundromat for the purpose
of washing clothes and a computer check
revealed that the suspect had a warrant out
of Burlingame. The suspect was arrested.

Editor’s Note: This is an incomplete sam-
pling of the Crime Report, for a more
complete report go to: taraval.org.
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7 6 8 Sudoku-fun!
; Rules:
I aot 1N 'T\n'f Car ﬂ"““]"] Each puzzle is a 9 by 9 grid of squares divided into nine
8 1 5 3 by 3 square blocks, with some of the numbers filled in
for you.
3 e] The Object:
Fill in the blank squares so that each of the numbers 1to 9
appears exactly once in each row,column and block.
1 ) Answer:
The answer appears below.
3|8 9 2 4 |1
s|s8le|T|P|o9]|6|L|T
v T|6|s|c]|z 9| €
4 3 g
z|c|9|le|le|g|P|s|T
I had wnever hefn 2 7 I|ls|z]|zc|o|e|le|8|¥
ekote ! And e still cle|s|¥v|z|T]|s|6|9
Cherqed paf 6|lo|v|s|e|s|z|1]|¢2
R 6 3|2
. 5 9|6 |s|le|T|€|e|¥ |8
glz|sz|o|s|v]|T|€|6
9 7/ 8
e|lvr|1]|6|8B8|2L]|9|2|s

: Delete A Letter

+ Each pair of definitions is for two words, where the second word is the first word with a letter deleted
(example: brand & band). The length of the first word in each pair is provided, along with the posi-

+ tion of the deleted letter to obtain the second word.
1) a person of small stature (4 letters) & (delete 3rd letter) a track worn by a wheel

+ 2) unmistakably evident(5 letters) & (delete 1st letter) having a strong unpleasant smell

: 3)of or relating to the universe (6 letters) & (delete 3rd letter) causing laughter or amusement

4) animal skin that is prepared for use (7 letters) & (delete 2nd letter) a foam formed when soap is
: agitated in water
Jaype| 13 Jaypes| (i
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Senior Sinarts By Anise . Matteson

Weather Forecast Preparedness: Rain, Lightning

and Thunderstorm
By Anige J. Matteson

in the week is for a chance of rain in the North Bay. (Then, it likely will rain in

As I am writing this article, the weather is 65° and sunny. The forecast for later

San Francisco.)

I decided on the weather for a series of
articles after my experience with the force
of the “gusty winds” of 45 miles per hour
announced in weather forecasts on Sunday,
April 24, felt as if they would blow in the side
of the house.

San Francisco focuses its attention on
earthquake preparedness, since the city is
prone to earthquakes. Rainstorms are just
as disastrous. They cause flooding, property
damage, uprooted trees, and death.

This article will address the issues from
a health care professional’s perspective for
concerned boomers and seniors manag-
ing self-care, or who have an aging loved
one. In Part 2, weather-related issues will
be addressed by weather forecaster Spencer
Christian.

Warm weather brings an increase in
tornados and lightning—the Atlantic hurri-
cane season officially begins June 1. Weather
events that draw the most media coverage
and evoke our deepest fears, hurricanes and
tornadoes.??

BE PREPARED

In March and April, I focused on
advance care planning and the importance
of an Advance Directive if you are unable to
speak for yourself. A change in the weather is
a reason to have an Advance Directive.

When there is little time to evacuate you
will need to grab important papers, wallet
with ID, keys, medications and eyeglasses. A
valuable RESOURCE—"“grab & go binder”
(health and other important information)—
Elder Diary: Starter Kit, Matteson, ©2007,
addresses organizing important documents.

For more information, see resource list. A list
of emergency supplies organized by J. Mat-
teson is available upon request.

When heavy rain is expected, precau-
tionary measures should include sandbags,
keeping extra food and water, and a reloca-
tion plan.!

Please contact me if you would be inter-
ested in my offering a seminar on how to use
a fire extinguisher.

PREVENTIVE MEASURES 2

A rainstorm is a type of extreme weather
which can produce heavy rain, poor visibil-
ity, and sometimes thunder and lightning.
Rainstorms are formed sometimes from
large weather systems (hurricanes, cyclones,
etc.). As the weather systems move inland
and start dissipating, they lose energy. Then
they turn into ordinary thunderstorms, then
rainstorms.?

A thunderstorm is a storm accompanied
by lightning and thunder.

For your safety, preparedness instruc-
tions insist adhering to the following pre-
ventive measures: Check drainage systems
regularly. Secure objects that can be blown
by severe wind (i.e., lawn furniture, out-
door decorations, trash cans, hanging
plants).> Do not leave home unless abso-
lutely necessary; follow weather forecasts.
Do not allow children to play outside. Stay
away from windows and metal doors; stay
off porches.¢ Do not lie on concrete floors
and do not lean on concrete walls.” Light-
ning may cause fire. Have a fire extin-
guisher—A-B-C type accessible. Keep
emergency and first aid bags ready. Keep

WESTSIDE2)BSERVER

June 2016

flashlights available for backup lighting. If
there is a call for evacuation, comply.

During a thunderstorm: Unplug
the power supply for home appliances to
protect them from the passage of a thun-
derbolt through the electric current. Move
immediately to the nearest building, or
to your car. Avoid standing under trees
and electricity poles. Construction work-
ers should avoid working or standing in
upland areas or on the roofs of buildings
under construction. Avoid contact with
anything metal—motorcycles, golf carts,
golf clubs, and bicycles.?

To avoid electrical accidents at
home:®* Never touch anything electri-
cal with wet hands or bare feet. Use cau-
tion when operating electrical appliances
near water sources and always switch off
after use. Appliances must be discarded
immediately if they have been immerged
in water. Always keep clear of overhead
power lines.

When driving: Check information on
the latest road conditions and closures due
to high water.® Be aware of the changes
that could occur to the roads as a result of
changing weather conditions. Heavy rain
can produce slippery road surfaces. Stop-
ping quickly on wet pavement is more dif-
ficult. Pavement markings will be harder
to see. 1 Turn on low-beam headlights. Do
not use the car to navigate in the flooded
areas, (turn around and go another way
12), Drive with extreme caution—potential
for landslides or limited visibility. If you
are in the car and strong winds are blow-
ing, leave the car and head to the nearest
safe place.

HOLIDAYS DURING THE RAINY SEASON

If you are caring for an elderly
loved one, the following suggestions are
excerpts from Elder Caregiver’s Newsletter,
©October 2003:

Mobility: Make sure the tips of assis-
tive devices are well-maintained and in
good condition. Have someone with you
for transferring to car and buildings. Wear

good, safe shoes. Get plenty of rest before
and after the event so that you will not
become fatigued. Have a wheelchair when
needed. Use safety ramps and access,
if possible. Watch floors for wet spots.
Choose a time that is not peak hours for
shopping. Have an emergency system to
call for help. (e.g., cellphone). Keep oxygen
safe, transportable; check the equipment;
make sure you have enough oxygen.

Traveling: Call ahead for airline assis-
tance on and off plane. Let public trans-
portation services know that they will have
an individual that needs special assistance.
Use an alternative to public transporta-
tion. ©Suggestions provided by Sharol,
Physical Therapist.

Writer’s comments: Wear shoes that
are: appropriate for weather conditions;
comfortable and with the appropriate heel
height, if doing a lot of walking. Remem-
ber rain gear: raincoat and rain boots in
lieu of an umbrella; protective wheelchair
cover. Consider a fanny pack or backpack
to carry the necessary items so that your
hands are free if pushing a wheelchair or
providing ambulatory assistance.

FIRE EXTINGUISHER

A fire extinguisher is a metal container
filled with water or chemicals used to put
out fires. The kind used depends on the
type of fire involved.?* The extinguisher
tells you for what class of fire it can be used.

There are four types of fire extinguish-
ers: dry chemical, water, carbon dioxide
and halon.

Classification labels include A -
wood, paper, and ordinary flammables; B
- liquid flammables, such as greases, gaso-
line and oils; C - electrical fires; D - flam-
mable metals; K - commercial restaurants
and cooking fires. Some extinguishers
may have multiple label ratings. (e.g., ABC
Kidde Dry Chemical Extinguisher uses
include: A - Trash, Wood, Paper; B - Liq-
uid, Grease; C - Electrical Equipment.)

Maintenance instructions: check
the pressure indicator and inspect
Cont. p. 18

The great outdoors
and the great indoors,
all in one.

Have you ever noticed that folks always say the great outdoors?
Well, what about the great indoors? Can’t they be great, too?
They sure can. And Peninsula Del Rey is a perfect example. Some
would say it’s about as cozy as a retirement community can be.

But here’s the best part. Peninsula Del Rey is located smack-dab in
the middle of the Bay Area. And you can take advantage of it all by
joining one (or several) of our many active clubs like the Walking Club,
Zumba Gold®, and the Gardening Club.
Come experience the great indoors AND outdoors for yourself at
Peninsula Del Rey. Please call 650.468.2854 to schedule your compli-

mentary lunch and tour.

PENINSULA DEL REY

INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCES

165 Pierce Street - Daly City, CA
PeninsulaDelRey.com - 650.468.2854

Conveniently located between San Francisco and the
Peninsula with easy access to Highway 280 & 101

RCFE# 415600867 =
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extinguisher monthly, or more frequently
if exposed to weather or vandalism; indi-
cator pointer must be in the green area.
If indicator is not in green area, extin-
guisher will not work properly and must
be discarded.!*

NOTE: A fire extinguisher feels heavy
even when empty [per indicator].

Disposal: All fire extinguishers that
are made entirely of metal can be refilled
or recharged if necessary. Contact the fire
department for fire extinguisher recharg-
ing companies. '°

If the extinguisher is empty, take the
canister to any recycling facility that pro-
cesses steel. If the extinguisher is full, or
partially full, the local fire company can
safely discharge it for you. Afterwards, take
it to a recycling center. Some fire compa-
nies even recycle the extinguisher for you.

Check with the local waste manage-
ment facility to verify that it accepts dis-
charged fire extinguishers with household
trash. Dry chemical and halon extin-
guisher may be considered hazardous—if
so, you will have to take them to a local
hazardous waste center for disposal.

Extinguishers made prior to 1960
can be very dangerous. These extinguish-
ers may contain carbon tetrachloride—a
known carcinogen. Use extreme caution
when handling older extinguishers and
contact the fire department for guidance
on how to transport and dispose of them
safely.

STATISTICS

Flood: In the past 5 years all 50 states
have experienced floods or flash floods.
16 Flash flooding is responsible for more
fatalities—more than 140 annually—than
any other thunderstorm-associated haz-
ard. V7

ElNino (February 2, 1998) - DR 1203.
Severe and widespread landslides trig-
gered by intense rain all winter occurred
in many counties including San Francisco,
which was declared a federal disaster area.
Overall, resulted in 17 deaths and $550
million in damage.!®

Conditions resulting in a flood: Hur-
ricanes, overtopped levees, outdated or
clogged drainage systems and rapid accu-
mulation of rainfall, winter storms and
snowmelt."

Lightning: Is one of the top three
storm-related killers in the United States.
On average in the U.SS,, lightning kills 51
people and injures hundreds more. People
struck by lightning often report a variety
of long-term debilitating symptoms. Most
lightning deaths and injuries occur when
people are caught outdoors in the summer
months during the afternoon and evening.
20

Lightning Fatalities by State, 2005-
2014: California.” Rank: 11-20. Source:
Storm Data. (lightningsafety.noaa.gov)

U.S. Lightning Fatalities, 2016: Five
so far this year. Female. ! Male. 4 (National
Weather Service. wwwlightningsafety.
noaa.gov/fatalities)

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM

In 1968, Congress created the National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) to help
provide a means for property owners to
financially protect themselves. Partici-
pating communities agreed to adopt and
reinforce ordinances that meet or exceed
FEMA requirements to reduce the risk of
flooding. Congress mandated federally
regulated or insured lenders to require
flood insurance on properties that are
located in areas at high risk of flooding. 2!
PROTECTIVE CLOTHING (WHEELCHAIR USERS)

Your loved one, too, needs to be pro-
tected from the rain. There are numer-
ous protective clothing on the Internet
for wheelchair users: capes and ponchos
that cover for the top half of the body with
extra length at the front for knee protec-
tion. You may want to visit Amazon.com
and Pinterest to select your preference. The
Silvert’s Unisex Lined Wheelchair Poncho,
a winter poncho with zipper is water repel-
lent is available at www.1800wheelchair.
com. (800) 387-7088. Do not forget rain
boots and gloves.

RESOURCES

National Flood Insurance Program.
(800) 427-2354. Ofters flood insurance to
homeowners, renters and business own-
ers, if their community participates in the
NFIP. To find out if your community is a
NFIP partner, check the Community Sta-
tus Book at https://www.floodsmart.gov/
gloodsmart/pages/flood_ facts.isp.

California Driver Handbook. See:
Special Driving Situations: Driving Haz-
ards: Water on the Road; Slippery Roads;
High Winds; Driving in Rain or Snow.
Department of Motor Vehicles. (800)
777-0133. (Copy subject to availability at
San Francisco Public Library.)

Department of Public Works. Pro-
vides residents up to 10 free sandbags lead-
ing up to and during severe rainstorms for
properties prone to flooding. Hours: Mon-
day - Saturday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Marin-
Street/ Kansas Street gate. Proof of address
required or call 311.

Elder Diary: Starter Kit. Anise J.
Matteson. 2007. An instructional guide
designed to help non-medical persons
better manage the care of their loved
one. Includes sample forms for recording
medical and other important information.
Inquire: mattesonecs@yahoo.com.

National Weather Service. Provides
active alerts, current conditions, forecasts,
weather safety, education. www.weather.
gov. Recorded weather: (831) 656-1725.

Outdoor Public Warning System
(OPWS) Siren Information. San Fran-
cisco Outdoor Public Warning System
alerts residents and Visitors of the Bay
Area about possible danger. In times of
a disaster, the 15 second alert tone will
sound repeatedly for 5 minutes. www.
sfdem.org.

Travelers with Disabilities. (800)
455-2700. Defines the airlines policy for
planning reservations for travelers with
special needs: airport assistance, aircraft
accessibility and in-flight assistance. www.
delta. com/content/www/en_US/trav-
eling-with-us/special-travel-needs/dis-
abilities.html.

1. Began, Brian. “Deluge of wet weather
expected this week” THE EXAMINER,
January 17, 2010.

2. www.ncema.gov.ae/en/e-participation/
blog/preventive-measures-to-avoidthe-
risk-of-heavy-rain-lightning-and-thun-
derstorm.asp#page-=1

3. http://weather.wiki.com/Rainstorm

4. Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary
5,12. https://www.providenceri.com/
PEMA /residents-advised-to-take-precau-
tions-as-heavy

6,7,8,17,20.

9. www.gplinc.net/node/346

10,11. www.smithvilleherald.com/news/
article_da98bfba-ea-28-52ab-8644-1efab-
1f9¢98a.html
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Lycation
Helping Our Youngest Children

ne of the great challenges in education is “How can we close
the achievement gap?” But let’s ask a different and probably more important
question: “Can we avoid the gap in the first place?”
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There have been amazing advances in neuroscience,
molecular biology, and genomics that now give us a

much better understanding of how early experiences are
built into our bodies and brains. Early learning goes way

beyond Pre-K.

There are never magic answers in
education... but based on research, early
learning comes pretty close. An ounce of
prevention is worth about half a pound
of cure. It appears the public is starting to
understand this.

Public Support for Early Education

A recent poll from the Public Policy
Institute of California indicates an over-
whelming majority (68%) of Califor-
nians see pre-school as important to K-12
success.

Despite this base of public support, we
are not meeting the needs of many low-
income children.

During the deep recession, about
110,000 child care and early care educa-
tion slots—25 percent of the services pre-
viously available—were eliminated. While
some funding has been restored, a new
policy brief, Unmet Need for Preschool
Services in California: Statewide and Local
Analysis, finds that many children still do
not have access to early childhood educa-
tion programs.

More than 33,000 California 4 year
olds from low-income families are not
enrolled in any of the publicly funded
school readiness programs for which they
are eligible.

Approximately 137,000 3 year olds are
not enrolled.

Birth to Three: The Critical years

There have been amazing advances
in neuroscience, molecular biology, and
genomics that now give us a much better
understanding of how early experiences

13. The World Book Encyclopedia

14. Walter Kidde, The Fire Extinguisher
Co.

15 .www.ehow.com/how_5649264_dis-
pose-old-fire-extinguisher.html

16. https://www.floodsmart.gov/
floodsmart/pages/flood_facts.isp

18. resillience.abag.ca.gov/wp-content/
documents/ThePlan-D-2011.pdf
19,21. https://www.floodsmart.gov/
floodsmart/?cid=Search_GoogleAd-

are built into our bodies and brains. Early
learning goes way beyond Pre-K.

New Efforts to Support Early
Learning

The Right Start Commission’s new
report, Rebuilding the California Dream,
is part of a high-powered advocacy effort
to create a child-centered system that nur-
tures every child from the beginning of
life.

Governor Brown is proposing a block
grant (to be revised based on community
input) for early childhood education, but
without new funding.)

The California Legislative Analyst
recommends full-day preschool for all
low-income working families.

The Assembly Education Committee
passed the Quality Early Education and
Development Act (AB 2660 — McCarty),
which requires the California Department
of Education to develop a multi-year plan
for a pre-kindergarten system.

The Learning Policy Institute just
published The Building Blocks of High-
Quality Early Childhood Education Pro-
grams, which identifies 10 important
elements of high-quality early childhood
education programs:

The rub, of course, in all these discus-
sions is linking good research, public will,
and additional resources.

Carol Kocivar is former President of the
California Parent Teachers Assn. and lives
in the Westside. Feedback: kocivar@west-
sideobserver.com

words_FloodInsurance_c_g b_national
9%20flood%20insurance %20 program
22. (http://listosaur.com/top-5-weather-
related-causes-of-death-in-the-us/)

Anise Matteson is an elder care consultant,
retired Registered Health Information Tech-
nician and writer of reference books for
seniors and Elder Caregivers NEWSLET-
TER, ©2003. Information educational only.
mattesonecs@yahoo.com.

Local Measures
Proposition A - NO!
Proposition B - NO!
Proposition C - NO!
Proposition D - YES!
Proposition E - N

Regional Measure
Proposition AA - NO!

Statewide Measure
- Proposition 50 - N
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You're invited fo attend our meetings on the 2nd Saturday each month from 3-5 pm at the SF main library, Larkin and Grove,
4th floor community meeting room, and/or join us for dinner afterward! You can also visit us online at LPSF.org to learn more
about libertarian ideas or subscribe to our local email lists. And don't forget to connect with us on Facebook and Meetup!

Liber
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Voters already passed $812 million in earthquake safety bonds in 2010 and 2014,
SF's 3rd-highest-per-capita-in-the-U.S. budget is sufficient to cover further needs.
Violates voter-adopted policy on set-asides, automatically putting general fund
money in Rec & Park's hands for the next 30 years with no real accountability.
Forcing builders of large housing projects to sell more units at below-market rates
will discourage such projects, meaning fewer units built and higher prices overall.
Right now, SFPD officers who shoot and kill people are only investigated by the
SFPD itself. We know how that's been working! Independent review is needed.
Could simplify record-keeping, but adds a new requirement for local employers
to offer paid sick leave to new employees during their first 91 days on the joh.

A regressive new parcel tax to fund an unelected regional committee, with no
+ cost estimates for specific work and no way to measure wetlands restoration.

A wolf in sheep's clothing; gives state Senators and Assemblymembers an option
to suspend indicted or convicted members without pay instead of expelling them.
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—— Real Jravel By Sergio Nitbi

« Running a Marathon

he endless line around security wove around like a demonized
serpent with its fiery head spitting out commands, “take off your
belt”, “remove your shoes”, “raise your arms”. Can there really be
that many would-be terrorists on the loose? With pot bellies and baseball

caps the most harm they could do is to burp in your face. Next stop was at
United’s over-crowded lounge where a Diet Coke soaked up 20 minutes before boarding

our ﬂligt t to Boston for our granddaughter’s
er the usual greetings at least half

of the carry-on luggage was removed and
placed below. So much for flying in a 737!!
Airline food is, well, airline food. We obe-
diently ate our kale and
helped save the world
one green leaf at a time.
Maybe we should have
accepted those comple-
mentary drinks after all,
especially when the seat
belt signs kept coming on .. :
with the pilot instructing S -
the crew to go to their |
jump seats and buckle
up....another broken
promise for that smooth | _J§
flight that had been
previously  announced.

At least our ride to the First Church ofChnstSaentlst Boston

Lenox hotel went smoothly, and while our
driver Mohammed unloaded our suitcases
I had the chance to check out the Dunkin
Donuts across the street. At that point life
was good.

Boston is a beautiful city and often
compared to San Francisco. So where are
the homeless? Easy, they're all in San Fran-
cisco!! The most offensive thing we saw was
a couple of guys sitting on a street bench
holding out a paper cup.

Our room, the Judy
Garland suite, came with
a red slipper and a white
orchid, and from the pic-
ture window we could see
Pizzeria Uno right next
door to Dunkin Donuts;
at that point life was really

good.
On  Thursday we
walked along Newbury

Street admiring all the
beautiful shops, boutiquess,
restaurants, and a handful of old churches
For dinner we returned to Clink at the Lib-
erty Hotel where we had stayed last time,
and managed to finish our dinner before
the fire alarms went off and emptied out
the entire hotel and restaurants......never
a dull moment.

By morning the rest of our group had
arrived and we took advantage of the beau-
tiful day and headed to the Mapparium,
where we stood inside a huge 3-story glass
dome while perched on a 30 foot glass
bridge where we :
could see the entire
planet in living color,
all the continents cre-
ated in stained glass g
dating back to 1935. [
Right next door is
The First Church
of Christ, Scientist,
which was built after
Mary Baker Eddy
discovered and founded Christian Science.
The church boasts one of the world’s larg-
est pipe organs and is often played by visit-
ing organists. The music can be enjoyed on
their website, www.christianscience.com.

Dinner for our group of 11 was
enjoyed at Lucca Restaurant on Hanover

gsraduatlon from Boston University.

treet, a very nice, good-sized restaurant
where the pasta and entrees were nicely
presented and our four grandchildren were
made to feel comfortable. Considering that
it was graduation week we
felt very fortunate to have
found this very accommo-
dating restaurant.

The next day we did a
good deal of window shop-
ping, and stopped in at the
. newly- opened Apple Store
and just down the line, at
a very glitzy Microsoft
Store displaying a variety
of competing laptops and
tablets. The most exciting
visit of all was at the new,
shiny Tesla showroom,
where most of the gawk-
ers had never heard of a Tesla. The Falcon
Wing model was certainly a major attrac-
tion, and not wanting to act snobbish we
took it all in stride.

On Saturday we switched our alle-
giance from our granddaughter Katrina to
our grandson Michael Strem, who is finish-
ing his junior year at Boston College and is
a star baseball player. The game was at BC
and they handily won, pushing them closer
to a college World Series
playoff. Surprisingly, even
without a reservation for the
11 of us we did find a nice
|| restaurant in The Shops at
'. Chestnut Hill named Tokyo
]apanese Steakhouse. We all
gathered around the steel
W cooktop as the chef flipped

his forks and knives, lit the
| onion cone, squirted sake in
\ our unsuspecting mouths
 while filling our dishes with
| delicious steak, chicken, rice
and mushrooms We ate dinner in a shop-
ping center? Yes, and it was great. This was
more than a lesson in humility; it was a
chance to enjoy our family in less demand-
ing circumstances. Once we get back home
we're definitely going to Benihana to relive
the adventure.

Sunday was graduation day and we
all started with an early breakfast, a larger
Uber sedan, and cameras to go all around.
Katrina received her degree in Political Sci-
ence and the group of about 200 young men
and woman proudly
found their way to the
stage to receive that
bright red diploma
& followed by hugs and

. handshakes from the
administrators. With
the playing of Pomp
. and Circumstance we
all filed into the din-
ing hall next door and
feasted on cakes, cookies and beverages.
The afternoon ceremony was held in the
football stadium, where over 4,000 gradu-
ates listened to a variety of speakers as we
all shivered in the 43 degree weather.

Dinner that evening was at Toscano at
47 Charles Street in Beacon Hill. Although
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Serving Food As Good As Our Prices Are Low
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The westward winds
were with us and we
did manage a smooth
flight and even arrived
20 minutes early. On the
way back I had 6 hours
to think, I wonder if
Amtrak goes to Boston.
With one more graduate
next year thats some-
thing that we’ll definitely
look into......

we had never eaten there
before, we knew from
previous visits where it
was, that it was a great
choice, and certainly
worthy of a return visit.
We especially enjoyed |
eating in the Grotto, g
a private room on the
lower level which gave us
privacy and shielded us
from the usual restaurant
noise.

Dinner, dessert, fine wine and a lovely
family, what else can one ask for? How
about a nice smooth flight back to San
Francisco?

After being dropped off at Logan
International Airport we weaved our way
through security, and it appeared that that
the serpent had taken a break so we next
headed to United’s lounge. After scanning
our boarding passes we were informed
that this lounge is only for international
customers. The place was empty! What’s
the worst we could do, eat a banana!!

4 A

Sergzo Nlbbz gets around—the world! Feed—
back: sergio@westsideobserver.com

JANET MOYER

Landscaping

Janet Moyer One of the Award winning design-

Landscaping is a “100 Fastest Growing “Outstanding
full-service Private Companies” Achievement” Award
landscaping company in the Bay Area California

SF Business Times,
2008 & 2009

\'a

1031 Valencia Street, San Francisco - jmoyerlandscaping.com

specializing in
sustainable landscapes

Landscape Contractors
Association, 2007 & 2008

415-821-3760 -

Landscape Contractor License 853919 - Pest Control License 36389

DBI works closely with property owners to improve the seismic safety of their
buildings, protecting the lives of tenants and families. Through the Mandatory Soft
Story Program, property owners of multi-unit Type 5 wood frame buildings are
required to seismically strengthen their property within the next five years.

Ensure your property is seismically retrofitted by turning in your permit

application today!

Compliance Submittal of Permit ~ Completion of Work
Tier Application with Plans = and CFC Issuance

You may be able to add accessory
dwelling units to your property
when undergoing a seismic

2 09/15/2016 09/15/2018 - . "

retrofit. Financing opportunities are
8 09/15/2017 09/15/2019 available. Visit sfdbi.org/softstory
4 09/15/2018 09/15/2020 for more information.

DBI | Protecting Building and Life Safety £ Y @sfdbi

STERLING ART-CHI-TECH
650-735-5731 / 650-219-5776

Stations available @ $250 / mo
— Enhance Your Image —
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Celebratmg Our Unique Chents 1,

“The Originals ,,com

Linda & Tuan Huynbh | Represented by Vivian Lee

¥y

r

Unique Clients
Linda & Tuan Huynh
#LoveHuynhs

Tuan came to San Francisco to
pursue his dreams. He didn't
realize it would include meeting
Linda, putting down roots, and
preparing for the arrival of their
first daughter, a true SF original.

Without Barbagelata Real
Estate, owning a home in SF

would still be a dream.

BARBAGELATA

REALESTATESF.coM

I.—

45 West Portal Avenue | 415.566.1112 | RealEstateSF.com CalBRE# 01259825

BN [ |VE &
L |

Think Zephyr.

Highly competitive and nuanced, the Bay Area real estate market can be both
challenging and rewarding. Zephyr turns local clients into successful home

sellers, buyers and investors.

ZephyrRE.com




