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Midtown Terrace Rezoned to RH-1(D)
By George Wooding

The Midtown Terrace Homeowners Associa-
tion and District 7 Supervisor Norman Yee 
just defeated a deceptive rezoning maneuver 

initiated by District 8 Supervisor Scott Wiener. Mid-
town Terrace has been rezoned as a RH-1(D) (Resi-
dential Housing, 1 Unit Detached) neighborhood!

RH-1 zoning allows in-law units — also known 
as Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU’s) — to be built 
in RH-1 zoned areas, but not in RH-1(D) zoned 

areas. Wiener’s amendment attempted creating a hybrid RH-1(D) 
neighborhood that allowed ADU’s in Midtown Terrace, if the neigh-
borhood were rezoned to RH-1(D).

Introducing amendments to legislation 
shortly before hearings begin is nothing 

new to Wiener, as if he’s condemned to repeat 
history through forgetfulness.”

An ADU is an “additional, 
self-contained dwelling unit 
located within the same lot as 
an existing residential build-
ing.” They’re often located in 
converted garages or in back-
yards as a separate structure. 
It is estimated that there are 
anywhere between 30,000 and 
40,000 ADU’s in San Francisco 
— all built without obtaining the 
required permits.

Midtown Terrace residents 
were only trying to amend their 
neighborhood’s current RH-1 
(Residential Housing, 1 Unit) 
zoning to RH-1(D) (Residential 
Housing, 1 Unit Detached) zon-
ing to preserve neighborhood lot 
lines.

Midtown Terrace meets all 
of the criteria for RH-1(D) zon-
ing. There is only one dwelling 
per lot. The lot width is 33 feet, 
with a lot area of 4,000 square 
feet.

Fifteen minutes before the 
Board of Supervisors Land Use 
and Transportation (LUT) Com-
mittee hearing began on Septem-
ber 19, 2016 Wiener ambushed 
Supervisor Yee and Midtown 
Terrace neighbors by trying to 
amend the proposed RH-1(D) 
housing legislation. 
A Snake Eats Its Own Tail

A slight digression to history: 
Introducing amendments to leg-
islation shortly before hearings 
begin is nothing new to Wiener, 
as if he’s condemned to repeat 
history through forgetfulness.

During the Land Use Com-
mittee’s May 24, 2011 hearing, 
then-Supervisor David Chiu 
introduced 14 pages of amend-
ments to the Parkmerced Devel-
opment Agreement without 
notice on the meeting agenda of 
the amendments. Introducing the 
amendments during the hearing 
deprived Land Use Committee 
members, Parkmerced residents, 
and the general public of know-
ing the contents of the amend-
ments. Although Land Use 
Committee member Eric Mar 
noted the amendments violated 

the Sunshine Ordinance because 
they weren’t noticed on the meet-
ing’s agenda, he was outvoted by 
Supervisors Chiu, Wiener, and 
Malia Cohen. The amendments 
were approved without continu-
ing the item to a future LUT 
hearing, and forwarded to the full 
Board.

As a result, the Sunshine 
Ordinance Task Force ruled Sep-
tember 27, 2011 on Sunshine 
Complaint 11048 that Supervi-
sors Chiu, Wiener, and Cohen 
(but not Mar) had violated Sun-
shine Ordinance §67.7(b), and 
referred the complaint to the 
Ethics Commission for willful 
failure and official misconduct. 
Wiener wasn’t pleased at having 
been found engaging in official 
misconduct. 
Wiener’s Midtown Terrace Fiasco

Back to the LUT hearing 
on September 19, 2016: Wiener 
was upset because 820 homes 
in Midtown Terrace were about 
to be “downsized.” Quirky but 
true, Wiener and the Planning 
Department believe that the lack 
of in-law units and/or ADU’s will 
reduce Midtown Terraces’ hous-
ing density. Thus, the false claim 
that Midtown Terrace would be 
“downsized.”

Apparently, Wiener forgot 
about not introducing amend-
ments during a hearing! Wiener’s 
September 2016 amendment was 
nonsensical, because the Mid-
town Terrace rezoning was about 
building homes out to lot lines, 
not about building ADU’s. The 
rezoning of Midtown Terrace 
had absolutely nothing to do with 
ADU’s.

As Supervisor Yee stated, 
“The Midtown Terrace Home 
Owners Association worked 
for over a year on a commu-
nity-driven process to correct 
the Planning Code. They went 
door-to-door, collected petitions, 
held a number of community 
meetings, and met with City 
staff multiple times before mov-
ing forward with the rezoning 

Battling the Auto Break-In Crime Wave 
By Dr. Maria Rivero and Dr. Derek Kerr 

The City recorded a 5-year peak of 24,826 
car break-ins in 2015 – an average of 70 
a day. Alongside a big jump in overall 

property crimes, the rate of auto burglaries per 
100,000 City residents rose by 22% from 2014 to 
2015. More startling revelations appear in a June 
2016 Civil Grand Jury report titled Auto Burglary 
in San Francisco. Auto break-ins almost tripled 
since 2011. In 2015 alone, property losses were 
calculated to exceed $19 million, without the 
costs of repairing damaged vehicles. Only 1.9% 
of the perpetrators were arrested, and even fewer 
convicted. With such long odds for recovery, pre-
vention is key. 

What Drives Auto Burglaries: 
There’s a tendency to associate 
car break-ins with the homeless, 
drug addicts and juvenile delin-
quents. That connection is minor; 
some 75% of auto burglaries are 
committed by criminal street 
gangs. Overwhelmingly, perpe-
trators are young, unemployed 
men with prior criminal records. 
Skilled and organized, they stake 
out lucrative targets (tourist sites, 
Costco, Stockton Garage) then 

work with cell-phones, flash-
lights, glass-breaking tools, look-
outs, getaway drivers and fences 
across the Bay Area. They are 
proficient at counter-surveillance 
and evading capture. Some are 
tech-savvy, opening cars with 
electronic gadgets that mimic or 
remotely activate your key-fob 
signal. More than just a crime of 
opportunity, auto burglary is a 
means of livelihood with a self-
reinforcing thrill. 

Accounting for crime trends 
is notoriously difficult. Simply 
stated, crimes flourish when pay-
offs are high and arrests are low. 
The influx of monied newcomers 

and tourists leaving valuables 
in cars makes San Francisco 
a lush destination for thieves. 
Many residents can’t distinguish 
their neighbors from suspicious 
strangers. More folks park on 
streets as garages fill with stuff 
or tenants. Much has been made 
of the November 2014 State Prop 
47 that reclassified “non-serious, 
non-violent” felonies, like car 
break-ins yielding less than $950, 
as misdemeanors. However, 
research shows that many States 
have lowered theft felonies to 
misdemeanors, and none saw an 
increase in theft crimes.

Much has been made of the November 
2014 State Prop 47 that reclassified  

“non-serious, non-violent” felonies … as  
misdemeanors. However, research shows that 
many States have lowered theft felonies to 
misdemeanors, and none saw an increase in 
theft crimes.”

 What did you say?
 By: Former Supervisor Tony Hall

We are faced with a very important election this November. It is more important 
than ever that voters try to analyze what the candidates are saying regarding 
the real issues that affect not only the future of our country, but our lives for 

years to come.
In the past few decades, elec-

tions have become more of sales 
campaign than a political contest 
between candidates with differ-
ing points of view. 
The use of money 
has become the 
a l l - i m p o r t a n t 
motivating fac-
tor in a campaign 
as opposed to 
the use of logic, 
reason and the 
effect upon the 
common good 
presented in the 
issues to the voters. The amount 
of money spent on manipulating 
voter’s opinions versus present-
ing the virtues of the real issues is 
the order of the day. This current 
race for the Presidency appears to 
a perfect example of how money 
and power is proving to be the 
most important element.

Without mentioning names 

or personalities, lets just examine 
a few facts. Both candidates are 
personally very wealthy but each 
has chosen a different path in the 

effort to get elected. One person 
has relied very heavily upon what 
people call “free media,” or media 
exposure that is the result of the 
press attention given because of 
either newsworthy statements, or 
outlandish, shocking and unusual 
positions. The other candidate 
has relied solely upon “purchased 
media” or exposure via way of 

ads, commercials etc. One can-
didate has conducted their cam-
paign mainly by reaching people 
by way of large rallies and events 

that have been 
attracting tens 
of thousands 
of people. The 
other candidate 
has conducted 
their campaign 
mainly by pur-
chasing media 
in large enough 
quantities so as 
to influence the 

narrative and the sway people. 
One candidate has spent approxi-
mately one third the amount of 
money that their opponent has 
spent to date. The other candidate 
will spend well over one billion 
dollars to influence voters. Dur-
ing the debates, one candidate 
preferred to control the dialog by 

In the past few decades, elections have 
become more of sales campaign than a 

political contest between candidates with 
differing points of view. The use of money has 
become the all-important motivating factor in 
a campaign as opposed to the use of logic, 
reason and the effect upon the common good 
presented in the issues to the voters.“
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Enough is Enough!
We have a $9.6 Billion Budget - Yet basic issues such as 
safety, affordability and homelessness seem to be worse than 
ever. Where is the money going?
It is our Supervisor’s job to make sure that our district’s  
problems are addressed, but unfortunately, in District 7 that is  
not the case. Our once quiet neighborhoods are suffering from  
break-ins, traffic congestion and parking problems.  
I say enough is enough! Taxpayers have always been asked to 
pay more—yet we receive less!  
The Westside can no longer afford a complacent  
Supervisor. I have spent my entire career dealing with these  
issues from the inside, and I know what has to be done. 

I Work for You!
I am running for District 7  

Supervisor because I grew up in this 
district and raised my family here. 
I understand the challenges families 
and small businesses face.  

I will stand up for our Westside  
values and ensure our issues are  
being addressed. 

Further, City Hall must be made 
accountable. Business as usual has 
got to change.

I know the workings of City Hall 
and its budget, and I will take action.

www.JohnFarrell4Supervisor.com

“He is the most qualified person I know to represent the many people 
West of Twin Peaks who feel that their tax dollars, their hard work, and 
their issues don’t matter.” — Former D7 Supervisor Tony Hall

Endorsed By: Tony Hall, Former D7 Supervisor 
Former US Attorneys Joe Russoniello & Kevin Ryan

Paid for by John Farrell for D7 Supervisor 450 Taraval St. # 213 • San Francisco, CA 94116 
Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org

Together we can:
• Improve Neighborhood Safety and Cut 

Crime.
• Help Families Stay in San Francisco.
• Address Family Issues such as Children 

and Senior care.
• Plan for Future Generations.
• Increase Affordable and Middle- 

Income Housing.
• Help the Homeless off the streets, espe-

cially the mentally ill.

• Revitalize our Commercial Districts - 
Support Local Businesses.

• Transform high injury corridors to  
prevent accidents. I support Vision Zero.

• Improve Muni’s Reliability.
• Improve our Parks and Protect our 

Environment.
• Make City Hall Accountable
• Oppose New Taxes and Fees that will 

affect our Families.

Vote John Farrell for D7 Supervisor! 
I would appreciate your support. Thank You.

As a former Assistant Assessor, Mayor’s Budget Analyst, and 
Senior Analyst for Harvey Rose, I have the qualifications,  
experience and dedication to make a difference. I have a track 
record of bringing millions to the City and cutting waste.

7DISTRICT SUPERVISOR



Page 3  November 2016

West Of Twin Peaks Central Council By Mitch Bull
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The October meeting of the West of Twin Peaks Central Council was packed to 
the rafters with participants as SF’s housing crunch and neighborhood con-
cerns were front and center during the evening.

WOTP Central Council President Roger Ritter opened the session at 7:45, as the 
largest number of attendees in several years (67) packed the historic Forest Hills club-
house. He spoke about the agenda for the evening, and following the roll call it was 
determined that a quorum was reached, and the meeting continued with officer and 
committee reports.

Bill Chionsini (Lakeshore Acres) 
gave a quick report on Public Safety and 
the problems of policing the Westside 
in San Francisco. There have been large 
increases in Auto break-ins and home bur-
glaries. Last week there was an incident 
at the Lakeshore Plaza where a mentally 
disturbed individual shot and seriously 
wounded a SFPD police officer before 
being wounded fatally by other SFPD 
officers who responded. Chionsini cited 
a concern in the selection process for the 
new SF Police Chief and feels strongly that 
the new Chief should be required to reside 
in San Francisco, as was required in years 
past. The current interim chief lives in 
the East Bay, and as a result, cannot read-
ily get to areas within SF when there is a 
critical issue, especially when the traffic on 
the Bay Bridge is backed up. There is no 
easy way to shuttle a chief to the City, as 
the SFPD no longer has a helicopter. The 
SFPD currently does not offer a housing 

stipend to upper SFPD officials, unlike the 
SF Fire Department, whose chief lives in a 
home owned by the city.

Chionsini also spoke of the need for 
a chief who is competent and has experi-
ence. The Police Commission is respon-
sible for vetting the candidates and has 
narrowed the field from 24 candidates to 
5, with the final decision resting with the 
Mayor. 

Denise La Pointe (Twin Peaks 
Improvement Association) cited the prob-
lems that the TPIA has had in trying to 
schedule a meeting with the SF Police 
Captain in the Park District Station. Bar-
bara Chionsini (Lakeshore Acres) also felt 
that the SFPD has not done a good job of 
reaching out to the neighbors to follow up 

on the Lakeshore Plaza incident.
A motion was made, seconded and 

unanimously approved to have the WOT-
PCC draft and send a letter of support and 
encouragement to the officer wounded in 
the shooting, SFPD Officer Kevin Downs.

Sally Stephens followed with the 
Open Space and Parks committee report 
detailing the ongoing efforts by the Park 

and Rec Department to institute 
their “Natural Areas Planning” 
program, which calls for the elimi-
nation of all plants that were not 
found before the European Coloni-
zation, including up to 16,000 trees 

in areas such as Mount David-
son and Sharp Park. A motion 
for a resolution calling for the 
WOTPCC to send the Park 
and Rec Department a letter of 
concern and asking them to: 1) 
Take the forested areas (such as 
Mt. Davidson and Sharp Park) 

out of the NAP program and turn them 
over to Park and Rec foresters, and (2) 
eliminate the use of pesticides and herbi-
cides (such as Round-up) to eliminate the 
non-native plants. The motion was passed 
unanimously by voice vote.

The “hot” topic of the evening was 
discussed next, a proposed development 
by Christian Church Homes on Laguna 
Honda Boulevard, replacing the Forest 
Hill Christian Church and the daycare 
center adjacent to the church. Dena Asla-
nian-Williams (Forest Hills) started the 
discussion by giving an overview of the 
proposal, a plan to construct a large build-
ing with 150 units for senior low-income 
residents, of which 30% would be formerly 
homeless citizens. She questioned the via-
bility of building this type of building in 

a single-family zoned RH-1D neighbor-
hood, citing the problems of traffic, the 
size of the proposed building (50’ tall), the 
density (150 units) as well as traffic, park-
ing, and the impact on the neighborhood.

Joe Bravo, a Forest Hills resident, spoke 
next. He detailed the proposed building as 
being approximately ½ of a “Parkmerced” 
tower, stating that it shouldn’t be built in 
the neighborhood. He also described a 
meeting with the Forest Hills Association 
on October 7th where the sponsors (Chris-
tian Church Homes) spoke of transpar-
ency and neighborhood involvement, but 
a PPA planning permit approval docu-
ment was filed with the building depart-
ment the next day, 
with no input from 
the neighborhood 
and no transparency 
from the builders or 
the church, who is 
selling the prop-
erty. Neighborhood 
concerns of traffic, 
potential landslides, 
environmental con-
cerns, endangered 
species concerns 
were all raised as 
well as the destruc-
tion of the historic 
church building and the daycare center. 
The neighborhood representative goals 
were to bring awareness about the project 
to the greater neighborhood.

The sponsors of the project then spoke 
on the proposed plan. Donald Stump, 
President and CEO of Christian Church 
Homes, Kathleen Mertz, CCH’s VP of 
Real Estate Development, and Mara 
Blitzer, Director of the Mayor’s Office 
of Housing and Community Develop-
ment, tried to address the concerns of the 
attendees.

Blitzer explained that housing is at a 
critical stage within the city, and that the 
church had reached out to the city to help 
broker a project using approved 
bond funds to start the process to 
develop the site. The city awarded 
1,900,000 dollars to the group to 
start the probable 5-year process to 
plan and develop the underutilized 
site into 150 senior housing units.

Mertz, was under constant 
questioning by the attendees and 
tried to communicate the fact that 
there is no design approved, and 
that “nothing is in stone” regarding 
the facility, and that more outreach will 
be done with the neighborhood. A person 
affiliated with the Forest Hills Christian 
Church detailed that the congregation 
of the church is down to approximately 
30 people and dropping, as most of the 
members are over 70 years old. When 
asked about the day care center, he replied 
that the day care center was slated to be 
closed anyway due to lack of funding (and 

attendees), and that their group contacted 
CCH over 10 years ago to look at the prop-
erty and make recommendations.

The CCH VP stressed to the crowd 
the vetting process that the (formerly) 
homeless will undergo, and that the goal of 
the project is to maintain 60% of median 
income, and that the goal is to bring mid-
dle income seniors into the fold, as well as 
up to 30 low income, formerly homeless 
seniors.

As the evening wore on, emotions 
flared and it took several minutes for the 
CCH management team to get through 
the basics of the project. They believe that 
150 units will work on the site, and that the 

senior “renters” will 
be an asset to the 
community, with 
more workshops 
scheduled to occur 
in the future.

The residents of 
Forest Hills repre-
sented at the meet-
ing appear to be 
steadfast against a 
project of this size 
and scope being 
placed in the neigh-
borhood. They are 
concerned about all 

of the issues mentioned previously, as well 
as the impact that the project could have 
on the character of the neighborhood.

Several attendees asked the price that 
the church received for the property, but 
a spokesman for the church declined to 
comment. Some neighbors think a com-
munity park would better benefit the sur-
rounding area.

Some Forest Hills residents may be 
moved by involvement with the devel-
oper and the outreach efforts, while oth-
ers seem destined to oppose any project on 
the site. Everyone agrees that housing is a 
challenge in the city and that senior hous-
ing is a worthy thing to have, but the ques-

tion remains, what kind of project can be 
hammered out to be acceptable to every-
one. It remains to be seen how this project 
will fare.
The next meeting of the WOTPCC will be 
on Monday, November 28th at 7:30 PM at 
the historic Forest Hills Clubhouse. For more 
information see the WOTPCC website (www.
westoftwinpeaks.org).

A proposed housing development that will replace Forest Hills Christian Church and daycare center drew fire from members

President and CEO Donald Stump urges project development

Kathleen Mertz , Christian Church Homes’ VP of 
Real Estate Development stressed options

Mara Blitzer from the Mayor’s Office of Housing and Community Development 
talked about the underutilized site and it’s part in the housing crisis

A security camera caught this image of the suspect in the shooting
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Midtown Rezoning (Cont. from p. 1)
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request. It was clear that the Planning 
Code was wrong and should be fixed, and 
I was so impressed by the level of engage-
ment from the residents. That is why I was 
so disappointed when Supervisor Wiener 
and special interest groups decided to 
introduce an amendment at the eleventh 
hour to call for Midtown Terrace to be the 
only RH-1(D) area to allow in-law units.”

Yee added, “There was no outreach 
or discussion. It was disrespectful to the 
neighborhood and to the process that we 
had undertaken. Ultimately, I urged my 
colleagues to reject the amendment and 
push our original proposal forward on 
behalf of Midtown Terrace residents. The 
residents asked us as City leaders to fix the 
zoning to reflect what exists now: Single 
residential detached homes. They never 
asked us to decide whether or not to legal-
ize in-law units. Ultimately, the voices of 
the neighborhood prevailed.”

On April 8, 2014 former District 
3 Supervisor David Chiu’s legislation 
“Legalization of Dwelling Units” was 
passed unanimously by the Board of 
Supervisors. His legislation amended the 
Planning and Building Codes to provide a 
process for granting legal status to exist-
ing accessory dwelling units constructed 
without the required permits, temporarily 
suspending the code enforcement process 
for units in the process of receiving legal 
status. Readers may recall my December 
2013 Westside Observer article, “Here 
Come Da In-Laws” reporting on Chiu’s 
effort to rezone all San Francisco neigh-
borhoods to legalize ADU’s.

The board voted 8–2 in April 2014 to 
let property owners voluntarily apply to 
legalize units built before January 1, 2013. 
The vote came after more than 90 min-
utes of debate and several attempts by D7 
Supervisor Norman Yee to weaken then-
Board President David Chiu’s legislation. 

Yee, whose district includes Midtown 
Terrace, said “[Chiu’s] legislation unfairly 
gives property owners who have broken 

the law an opportunity to make more 
money and could have the unintended 
consequence of driving up rents and 
encouraging real estate speculation.”

Yee also asked to exempt areas of The 
City zoned solely for single-family homes, 
swaths largely in his district, and proposed 
making it a limited pilot project. Both of 
Yee’s amendments in 2014 failed.

The big secret? Citywide, ADU pro-
grams have been an absolute failure ever 
since!

On April 16, 2014 Supervisor Wie-
ner passed legisla-
tion legalizing ADU’s 
in District 8, which 
includes the Cas-
tro and Noe Valley. 
Subsequently, Julie 
Christensen fol-
lowed suit in 2015 
for District 3, which 
includes Chinatown 
and North Beach. To 
date, no ADU’s have 
been built in either 
district.

According to 
Betty Lee, a permit 
technician for the 
Department of Building Inspection, only 
61 homeowners have legalized their ille-
gal ADU’s under Chui’s legislation. Peo-
ple aren’t stupid. Chiu wanted property 
owners to rebuild ADU’s to code, but not 
allow passing any of the costs on to ten-
ants. Rented ADU’s may become rent con-
trolled. Property taxes for Chui’s ADU’s 
could be charged at current rates.
Respecting Community Participation

Midtown Terrace resident Joe Hum-
phreys states, “Preserving neighborhood 
character is a major goal of the Planning 
Code. The Midtown Terrace neighbor-
hood is characterized by openness with 
modest-sized detached homes nestled into 
the contours of Twin Peaks. But it was 
mistakenly zoned for attached, rather than 
detached houses.”

Humphreys added, “With the recent 
trend of squeezing large houses onto rela-
tively small lots, that zoning error posed a 
threat to maintaining the open character of 
Midtown Terrace. Homeowners undertook 
a year-long-plus effort of conversations, 
meetings, petition-gathering, and post-
ing website information. Working with 
their homeowners’ association and district 
supervisor, they navigated the legislative 
process to correct the zoning error.”

Midtown residents Joyce Mordenti 
and James Pohl stated, “The character of 

Midtown Terrace — 
individual, detached 
homes with green 
belts, side yards, and 
trees — will be pre-
served with the zon-
ing correction of our 
neighborhood.”

David McAd-
ams, a Midtown Ter-
race project leader 
added, “Our group 
canvassed the neigh-
borhood door to door 
over several months 
collecting hundreds 
of signatures in sup-

port of the rezone. We also raised the issue 
at numerous HOA-sponsored neighbor-
hood events and publicized it via an infor-
mative presentation on the neighborhood’s 
website. Once we had amassed sufficient 
support, Supervisor Yee’s office assisted 
by drafting legislation to implement the 
rezone. The legislation was passed unani-
mously on August 11 at the Planning 
Commission on first hearing.”

McAdams continued, “It was then 
heard by the Land Use Committee, which 
forwarded it to the full Board of Supervi-
sors, without a recommendation regarding 
approval. Despite considerable discus-
sion regarding the affects of the rezone on 
ADU’s, the Board of Supervisors unani-
mously passed the legislation. We are 
grateful to Supervisor Yee’s office for his 

support, and we are thrilled to have suc-
cessfully corrected Midtown Terrace’s 
zoning. RH-1(D) zoning is appropriate 
to the existing character of our neighbor-
hood, and will protect that character for 
many years to come.”

Midtown Terrace President Rick 
Johnson said, “When the time came and 
the legislation was introduced by Supervi-
sor Yee, many of us spoke at the Board’s 
Land Use Committee. The legislation 
passed 3–0. We were hoping for a 6–5 
vote at the full Board, but were very sur-
prised when the first reading vote was 9–1 
(one absent), with only Supervisor Weiner 
wanting an amendment to include ADU’s 
(Additional Dwelling Units) included 
in our neighborhood. It would be the 
only RH-1(D) neighborhood with such a 
restriction.” 

Johnson observed, “First, we were 
shocked at the 9–1 vote, and then when 
Supervisor Weiner’s amendment was 
defeated, the legislation finally passed on 
second reading on October 14, 2016 by a 
vote of 11–0. To say that we were thrilled 
is an understatement. The Board of Super-
visors comments about respecting com-
munity participation indicated that was 
paramount in their decision.” The tireless 
work of Roger Ritter, president of the West 
of Twin Peaks Central Council, on behalf 
of Midtown Terrace’s rezoning should 
also be noted. Ritter was there when the 
neighborhood needed him!”

Many attempts were made to contact 
Supervisor Wiener for comment for this 
article. Wiener failed to respond. Ulti-
mately Wiener voted for Midtown Ter-
race’s rezoning to RH-1(D) and against 
his own amendment. Apparently, eating 
snake tails isn’t so tasty.

Congratulations to Midtown Terrace, 
a RH-1(D) neighborhood that now has the 
zoning ability to protect its neighborhood 
lot lines!
George Wooding, Midtown Terrace Home 
Owners Association; contact: wooding@
westsideobserver.com

We were hoping for a 
6–5 vote at the full Board, but 
were very surprised when the 
first reading vote was 9–1  
(one absent), with only 
Supervisor Weiner wanting 
an amendment to include 
ADU’s (Additional Dwelling 
Units) included in our 
neighborhood.”

Cont. p. 4
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Come on in, the Water’s Fine

We Play, You Pay
By Steve Lawrence

Once again SFPUC (provider of water, sewer and power) plans 
to grow. What bureaucracy does not?  Once again the customer pays. 

Staff has written a WaterMAP, which cleverly stands for Water Man-
agement Action Plan. This document recommends to the Commission, which directs 
policy, that SFPUC expand its water service. At present it serves the cities of San Jose and 
Santa Clara if supplies are available. These cities have other sources of water, but SFPUC 
meets a portion of their needs. Now it proposes to promise to do so in perpetuity in 
amounts up to 9.5 and 5 mgd (million gallons per day), or close to 7% of the volume of 
water provided to all customers. 

Other needs are also to be accom-
modated. East Palo Alto asks for another 
1.5 mgd, although it may buy or trade 
that assurance from another customer so 
that there is no net increase, or less than 
a full increase. Instream flow assurances 
have already been made, but not sup-
plied; SFPUC has promised water to cer-
tain streams for habit and environmental 
purposes. That’s 3.5 
mgd. Also, drought 
provisions are said 
to be onerous, given 
hardened demand. 
Harder demand 
occurs when water-
reduction measures 
are implemented; it 
is no longer possible to forego watering a 
lawn replaced with cactus.

Where does the water come from? 
While SFPUC has a number of ideas, none 
are firm. Nor is the price of the water that 
will meet the new needs. But sure it is that 
customers will pay whatever it turns out to 
cost.

All this hits just as San Francisco’s abil-
ity to take Tuolumne River water — 85% 
— of the water served  is in doubt. The state 
wants to address a crisis in the Delta and 
Bay. Fish are suffering, and the state wants 
more river water for them. This means less 
for our water system. The SFPUC General 
Manager says that if the state’s proposal is 
adopted and implemented, we lose 160,000 
jobs and $40 billion, if the drought of late 
‘80s-early’90s repeats. It could “cripple our 
Bay Area economy.”

One idea for providing more water, 
long in the works, is desalination. Enviros 
hate this. A new plant would be built, near 
water, with all the attendant disruption 
and permanent effect on the environment. 
Moreover, salty water is taken in (kill-
ing what small creatures?) and then brine 
emerges at the other end. (Where put? kill-
ing what?) Energy is used to pump water 
through filters, lots of energy. At least 
desal is fairly cheap. It could yield 9 mgd, a 
decent amount, but not enough. 

Another idea long in the works is 
transfers. This is buying water, prob-
ably from the irrigation districts that have 
senior rights to Tuolumne water to which 
we have junior rights. The problem here is, 
for years and decades we sue the irrigation 
districts, and do few deals. Also, when we 
want water, they do too. They would be 
affected nearly as much as we will be by the 
state’s Bay Delta proposal.

Beyond the perennials, desal and 
transfers, there is “potable reuse.” You 
really don’t want to know what this means. 
Who knows what this would cost or yield? 
(Yield of 5-15 mgd is mentioned; such 
dreams tend to shrink in time.)

But cost is hardly a focus. SFPUC does 
good things; cost is a detail. And that is 
the trouble. Customers are here to pick up 
the bill for whatever good things are done. 
The agency and its bureaucracy expand. 
Cost has risen at far above the rate of infla-
tion; the same is expected to continue for 
decades. During a recent period expenses 
were rising at about 10% per year. While 

San Francisco’s good 
times roll, fine. 
Trouble is no one 
foresaw the last two 
downturns. Dot-
coms were sure to 
grow at Moore’s Law 
rates, until in 2000 
they didn’t. In 2008 

the financial world panicked and froze. 
How quickly things change! One hard 
shake by earth or markets and titans of 
tech are rabble in the rubble. Then where 
are we?

Costs fearlessly undertaken during 
good times do not shake out. Indeed, if the 
shake up is physical they probably increase.

Today bureaucrats map expansion. 
Tomorrow, good times or bad, ratepayers 
pay. 

***
What you pay for water over the years, 

and will pay. Here’s what a “unit” of water 
(one cubic foot, 748 gallons) cost over the 
past generation, in 2016 dollars:  1989-90 
$1.09, 1999-2000 $1.77, 2009-10 $2.89, 
and 2016-17 $6.00. During the current 
rate period (4 years) rates are rising at 10% 
per year. The rate study for the next set of 
rises has begun. As revenues have come in 
short, and wholesale customers prepaid, 
expect sizable increases. Sewer rates will 
likely rise faster than water; $7 billion in 
updating has begun. Some tweaks under 
consideration: storm water extras, extra 
charge for stronger or more difficult sew-
age, and rebates or credits for “sustainable” 
improvements. 

***
Crystal Springs Reservoir. Most of 

our Hetchy water system’s storage is in the 
“high country,” in the Sierras, but some is 
“local.” The two largest local reservoirs are 
Calaveras in the Sunol Valley, and Crys-
tal Springs Reservoir south along I-280. It 
was proposed that land around the Crystal 
Springs reservoir be opened for hiking and 
recreation; three Supervisors sponsored 
a resolution. It was defeated (actually 
tabled). Whether to promote recreation, 
or whether to best protect water sup-
ply, is a perennial question. (There is and 
remains limited rec opportunities at Crys-
tal Springs.)
Steve Lawrence is a Westside resident and 
SF Public Utility Commission stalwart. 
Feedback: lawrence@westsideobserver.com

During a recent period 
expenses were rising at about 

10% per year. While San Francisco’s good 
times roll, fine. Trouble is no one fore-
saw the last two downturns.”

THE GROPAGE REPORT. 
If experts are correct in saying that Donald Trump needs women 

voters to win the presidency, the last two weeks have been the worst for 
any political candidate since the summer of 1984 when Michael Dukakis 
climbed into a tank and tried on a helmet. 

Trump’s defense against a 
couple of the accusations is 

that the women were too ugly for him 
to molest, a classic case of defeating 
your purpose.”

 This election has escalated way past 
PG 13, quickly hurdling both R and NC 
17, and leaping into “Hands Over Your 
Ears Singing the La-La-La-La-La-La-La, I 
Can’t Hear You” song. Concerned parents 
are encouraging their kids to play violent 
video games rather than watch the news. 
“Smoke more dope.”

Every time we think this election has 
sunk to a new low, 
the aerodynamically 
coiffed real estate 
mogul manages to 
dig another sub-base-
ment. Think he’s try-
ing to tunnel his way 
to JI-NA. Someone 
needs to warn them, 
their sworn enemy is conniving a sneak 
attack from below. 

The spike that punctured the most 
recent bag of sleaze spewing down on us 
was an 11 year-old videotape from Access 
Hollywood in which the Don with the 
blonde frond bragged to the unfortunately 
named Billy Bush about sexual conquest in 
terms as seamy as a stepping barefoot onto 
a used condom. 

The King of White Males relentlessly 
intones that nobody respects women 
more than he, but many members of the 
female population question whether being 
grabbed by their private parts is really the 
best way of proving it. Many members. 

Before the video surfaced, expecta-
tions for Trump in the second presiden-
tial debate were so low he could have been 
declared the winner simply by refraining 
from throwing his own feces at Anderson 
Cooper.

But during the face-to-face fracas, 
Trump shrugged off his profane slurs as 
mere locker room  banter, saying he was 
guilty of words not actions, then over-elab-
orating until he seemed to imply the rea-
son he brags about grabbing women by the 
crotch is because of ISIS. Wow, they really 
are bad guys. 

Trump invited four Bill Clinton accus-
ers to join him in a pre-debate press confer-
ence, prompting the Clinton campaign to 
discover four women who charged Trump 
with unsolicited advances, egregious grop-
ing and all round creepiness. The obvious 
option was to have the women of Team 
Trump face off against the women of Team 
Clinton in a pay-per-view steel cage match. 

And the winner got 
Ohio. 

Unfortunately 
the numbers started 
growing as women 
come forward daily 
with further sordid 
Trumpian escapades. 
Fifteen separate alle-

gations have been chronicled thus far. 
Which is a lot of allegators. It’s gotten to 
where you can almost hear Bill Cosby turn 
to Camille and say, “Well hell, they can’t all 
be lying.” 

One woman who got bumped up to 
first class then groped by Trump volun-
tarily went back to coach. As any traveler 
can tell you, that’s nuclear disgust. Hope-
fully she ate first. Trump’s defense against 
a couple of the accusations is that the 
women were too ugly for him to molest, a 
classic case of defeating your purpose. 

One major takeaway from this two-
way, slime-slinging fest is that America 
is destined to place a serial groper and 
chronic sexual assaulter in the White 
House. Just depends on where you want 
him: upstairs puttering around the private 
residences or behind the desk in the Oval 
Office. 

Copyright © 2016, Will Durst. Will Durst 
is an award-winning, nationally acclaimed 
columnist, comedian and former coffee maker 
at the Wisconsin State Fair. For a calendar of 
personal appearances including his new one-
man show, Elect to Laugh: 2016, appearing 
every Tuesday at the San Francisco Marsh and 
the 21st in Grass Valley at the Center for the 
Arts, go to willdurst.com. 

Measure RR: K eep BART Safe and Reliable
By Phil Ting, Assemblymember, and Nick Josefowitz,  BART Director

On your November 8 ballot, you have the opportunity to dramatically improve 
our regional transportation system.  Measure RR is a $3.5 billion bond mea-
sure to keep BART safe and reliable after 44 years of operation.  This funding 

will allow BART to replace over 90 miles of old rails, upgrade its 1960s train-control 
system, repair aging tunnels, update electrical power systems, and enhance existing sta-
tions. This will be the first time since its opening in 1972 that BART has asked the voters 
to fund major renewal of its essential infrastructure.

Measure RR is the culmination of years of work by a new generation of BART lead-
ership committed to reinvesting in the core. These efforts began by securing funding to 
replace BART’s aging rail cars with new trains that will begin to be put into service early 
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Measure RR (Cont. from p. 5)

What Did You Say? (Cont. from p. 1)
attempting to illustrate how the issues and 
policies of importance today have failed 
because of the incompetence of their rival. 
The other candidate preferred to con-
centrate on the personal traits and short-
comings of their opponent as opposed to 
policies.

Regarding the media itself, there is 
no doubt that the media has a liberal bias. 
That is well acknowledged even by the 
media itself. But when someone is pay-
ing to advertise on your television station, 
Radio station, newspaper or talk show, it 
usually doesn’t matter what your political 
leanings are, you are usually going to say 
things that favor the person who is pay-
ing. That is human nature, the power of 
the buck, and the market in full working 
order. In a democracy, we are free to make 
choices, and candidates decide how they 
want to get their message out. Paid adver-
tising or free media, what really matters in 
a campaign is how effective you are in get-
ting your message out. 

Whether one likes it or not, money 
plays a huge part in modern day American 
politics. Many an idiot or crook has been 
elected because he or she had use of a huge 
bankroll. Cleverly used, money can dictate 
the narrative tone of a campaign. Money 
pays for the “hits” on candidates that we 
all detest. Money must be spent to coun-
ter those hits, because it is very difficult 
to reach the masses necessary counteract 
the negative affects of a well-funded attack 
ad just by talking. “Money is the mothers 
milk of politics” as Jesse Unruh, legendary 
speaker of the California Assembly once 
said. While many of us decry the influ-
ence of money in politics, the real crime 
of it all is not the amount spent, that is the 
candidate’s choice, but HOW the money is 
spent. How is the message delivered? Does 
it address the real issues that affect us? Is 

it truthful? Remember, to accept the mes-
sage is our choice.

Integrity and honesty is the corner-
stone a moral society. The truth of the 
matter is that politicians have been elected 
and re-elected simply by running nega-
tive ads and spinning the truth. It is a hor-
rible fact of life in American politics that 
negative campaigns aimed at destroying an 
opponent’s character have led to victorious 
results. Why is this? Have we become so 
jaded and devoid of values of honesty and 
integrity that we no longer care? Are we as 
Americans too lazy or ignorant to learn 
the issues or demand that those asking to 
represent us deliver their message with a 
degree of honesty and integrity? Have we 
become so base that we elect people based 
upon how they look and not bother to ana-
lyze what they are saying?

Politicians are humans, just like those 
media people who take money for running 
biased ads, and they will take what they 
can get away with. The problem is… that 
we are letting them get away with it. We are 
the ones to blame because we reward those 
who use money to disseminate false infor-
mation by voting for them. 

We get what we deserve if we are not 
vigilant about the real issues. We get what 
we deserve if we don’t react to the lack of 
honesty and integrity in a candidate, or 
the ads they run no matter how much is 
spent. We get what we deserve if we react 
emotionally rather than intelligently to hot 
button topics. We get what we deserve if we 
are not able to decipher what is real ver-
sus what is “spin”. We certainly get what we 
deserve if we keep electing those who lie, 
cheat, and exploit others for personal gain. 
In our society, People are allowed to spend 
their money as they choose. It is up to you 
to decide how it affects you.
Tony Hall served twice as Supervisor for 
District 7

next year. BART has also transformed how 
it does maintenance, shifting from a sys-
tem that simply reacted to malfunctions 
and urgent repairs to one that proactively 
repairs and upgrades equipment before 
problems occur.  This has nearly doubled 
the number of miles each train car can 
travel before it experiences a breakdown, 
and has made BART the best subway sys-
tem in the country in terms of portion of 
its fleet stuck in maintenance yards.

With the funding that Measure RR 
will provide, BART can take the vital next 
step in this turnaround.   In addition to 
maintaining safety and reliability - these 
investments will allow BART to signifi-
cantly increase capacity. Power upgrades 
and a modern train control system will 
allow BART faster and more frequent ser-
vice, accommodating nearly 200,000 addi-
tional daily riders. This additional capacity 
is more than the daily ridership of Muni 
Metro and would represent the single larg-
est increase in public transit capacity in the 
history of the Bay Area.

Many Westside residents do not have 
a BART station nearby, but BART is a criti-
cal piece of our Bay Area transportation 
system that helps everyone get to work.   
These fundamental infrastructure invest-
ments are essential even for those who 
don’t ride BART, such as Muni riders and 
car commuters. More congested streets 

and highways are what we see when BART 
is unreliable, or when it can’t keep pace 
with regional growth. For example, stud-
ies found that without BART, congestion 
on the Bay Area’s busiest highways would 
triple.

Measure RR investments will also 
generate deep environmental benefits. 
BART already has the lowest greenhouse 
gas emissions per passenger mile of any 
major US rail system.  Upgrading BART’s 
electrical infrastructure will allow more 
on-site solar power at BART stations and 
yards, helping BART deliver its commit-
ment to go to 100% renewables by 2025.   
And increasing BART’s capacity is also 
one of the most cost effective tools to get 
drivers off the road, reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and helping improve our air 
quality.  Westside residents know as well as 
anyone the importance of clean air and liv-
able streets that aren’t clogged by an end-
less procession of cars.  

When BART works, we all benefit.
BART is at a critical moment.  With-

out meaningful investment, declin-
ing reliability and capacity constraints 
will undermine our sustainability goals, 
increase roadway congestion, and disrupt 
access to jobs and services. On November 
8, it’s time to take responsibility for our 
transportation infrastructure, and rebuild 
BART from the ground up.  Please vote yes 
on Measure RR.

Joe, Do you have the  
firefighters’ backs? 
 By Lou Barberini, CPA

A ll across the country cops hear it, “If it weren’t for that 
gun, you wouldn’t be so tough!” Yet, both the accusers 
and police know that the police officer’s gun is not their most effective tool; it’s 

their radio. For all a police officer has to do is broadcast a three or four-digit code and 
either an entire district, an entire municipal force, or surrounding counties will respond 
to the officer’s request for help. It is the principle of wave after wave of additional officers 
arriving that allows a force of one thousand 
to provide safety to a city of one million.

Teamwork starts the first day. Rookie 
police and fire recruits are measured not by 
their arrests or demonstrations of bravery, 
but on the simple test of whether they will 
drop everything to immediately respond to 
a coworkers call for assistance. Protecting 
each other’s back, not to be confused with a 
wall of silence, is the pillar of public safety. 
Recruit, do you have my back? 

The question is whether public safety 
officers protect their coworkers’ backs to 
the same degree once the uniforms come 
off. Consider the issues I raised in the June 
edition of this newspaper regarding the 
Retirement Board meeting comments cap-
tured on video by elected commissioner 
and the Chairperson of the deferred comp 
committee, Joe Driscoll. At the April meet-
ing, Joe specifically brought up my name 
and stated he was familiar with the inferi-
ority of annuities, while ensuring that San 
Francisco Retirement System (SFERS) had 
not limited SF employees to annuities as 
their deferred comp option.

Two months after I contacted Joe, he 
doubled down in an email to me writing 
that Prudential’s product “is a mutual fund 
that invests in other mutual funds.” Not 
only does this sound nonsensical, I believe 
Joe, in his role as a fiduciary, has made a 
material misstatement of fact.

First, if Prudential created a mutual 
fund to invest in existing mutual funds, 
Prudential’s new mutual fund would have 
to register the mutual fund and obtain an 
identification number, like a license plate, 
called a CUSIP number. I found no evi-
dence of a new mutual fund identification 
number. Three months have passed since I 
asked the Prudential Vice President on Key 
Accounts whether a CUSIP exists for this 
new mutual fund, and I am still waiting for 
an answer. 

Second, with an apology for the tech-
nical nature of this one paragraph, Pruden-
tial’s contract with San Francisco’s deferred 
comp plan allows Prudential “to invest in 
contracts issued by an insurance company 
including separate account or comingled 

separate accounts.” Section 5(e) goes on to 
discuss the parameters for a “group annu-
ity.” By coincidence, Prudential’s market-
ing brochure (RSBR852 June 2013) that 
was provided to SFERS is titled in the same 
language: Insurance Company Separate 
Account. Further, on page three: “These 
investment vehicles are made available 
through group annuity contracts issued by 
the insurance company (Prudential) to ….. 
government plans.” 

Not only is the word “mutual fund” 
absent from the documents, but it appears 
that Prudential’s account with San Fran-
cisco is an annuity, specifically a group 
annuity. The differences is that the mutual 
funds are held in an insurance annuity vat 
or keg, instead of served in individual 12 
ounce annuity bottles. This would mean 
that Joe has voted on numerous occa-
sions to direct his fellow firefighters to an 
investment he defines as “inferior.” The 
magnitude of this mischaracterization is 
magnified exponentially by the almost $3 
billion size of this account. 

Unlike me, I am not sure whether Joe 
has ever experienced a “406,” whereby an 
entire public safety force has responded to 
help him. Also unlike me, Joe has never 
spent a single day in financial services 
where a client’s whole financial life is in 
your hands. In both situations, the enor-
mity of trust and responsibility is hum-
bling, and it is my gratitude and loyalty to 
the uniforms that is the impetus for this 
article.

Firefighters should feel offended by 
Joe’s lack of watch-my-back due diligence: 
It’s a mutual fund that invests in other 
mutual funds? Really Joe? It’s not just the 
gigantic $3 billion size of Joe’s fellow pub-
lic employees’ assets, it’s that each dollar 
invested represents coworkers’ sacrifices 
and dreams of a better life for their family.

Similarly, taxpayers should also be 
extremely concerned that, if this is an 
indication of Joe’s curiosity and financial 
expertise on a simple deferred comp plan, 
what exertion is he making on his hedge 
fund and Chinese A-share adventur-
ism for the $20+ billion city pension, the 

By the Numbers plan for which taxpayers have ultimate 
responsibility?

Joe, let me prep you for when Pru-
dential clouds the arguments made by this 
article. The most recent SFERS annual 
report states the value of the June 30, 2015 
SF deferred comp investment allocated to 
the Vanguard 500 Fund is $199,014,798. 
If Prudential’s assertion that they act 
“solely as a record keeper” is true, than 
Prudential should be able to provide a 
June 30, 2015 Vanguard document, titled 
in SFERS’ name, for the exact amount of 
$199,014,798. 

Joe, please ask for this documentation, 

and if Prudential does not supply the Van-
guard statement, do the right thing and 
request an audit from a national CPA 
firm. While, Macias Gini & O’Connell 
CPA’s conducted an audit on the $20 bil-
lion SFERS pension, it appears the $3 bil-
lion deferred comp has not been audited. 
Joe, its time to rejoin the team, and protect 
your fellow firefighters’ financial backs.

You are welcome to email me for cop-
ies of the aforementioned brochure or 
contracts.
Lou Barberini, CPA Lou.barberini@gmail.
com
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Friday, Nov. 11, 2011
Parade 11:00 AM

Market Street 
Montgomery to McAllister to City Hall 

415-222-5723 • sfveteransdayparade@gmail.com

VeteraN’s Day
ParaDe

Honor & Remember

FISHERMAN’S WHARF 

VETERAN’S DAY  
PARADE

Sunday, Nov. 8, 2015 
Parade 11:00 A.M. 

Jefferson Street 
North Point St. to Leavenworth St. 

FISHERMAN’S WHARF 

VETERAN’S DAY  
PARADE

Sunday, Nov. 13, 2016 
Parade 11:00 a.m. 

Jefferson Street 
North Point St. to Leavenworth St. 

New Problems With $310 Million Housing Bond
Justice Denied: Housing Delays
By Patrick Monette-Shaw

S ince we’re in the midst of the worst housing crisis in San Francisco’s history, 
you’d think The City wouldn’t waste a single day building urgently-needed 
affordable housing. Given the performance of the Mayor’s Office of Hous-

ing and Community Development (MOHCD), you’d be wrong. MOHCD has been acting as if it can waste 
as many days as it pleases, people needing affordable housing be damned.

In my June 2016 Westside 
Observer article that covered the 
misleading 2015 ballot mea-
sure: the “$310 million Afford-
able Housing Bond.” As I pointed 
out, the January 2016 meeting 
of the Citizens’ General Obliga-
tion Bond Oversight Committee 
(CGOBOC) faced problems drag-
ging information out of MOHCD.

CGOBOC’s subsequent July 
and October meetings illustrate 
bond problems have worsened.
Spending of $310 Million Bond

Over the 18-month period 
between January 2015 and July 28, 
2016, planned uses of the Bond 
kept shifting, and actual spending 
may shift even more, particularly 
if cost overruns due to project 
“change orders” occur.

• “Top-Loss Catalyst Fund”: 
As I reported in April 2015, the 
Mayor’s Housing Work Group 
recommended in 2014 forming a 
public–private partnership “accel-
erator fund” to enable nonprofit 
developers to “act quickly and 
complete [sic; ‘compete’] on the 
open market to purchase land for 
construction of affordable hous-
ing and buildings to be improved 
as permanently affordable units.” 

The term “top loss” refers to 
the liability structure in the mix 
of debt and equity in investment 
activities. Categories in a liability 
structure represent layers in the 
creditor hierarchy, with the top 
layer being the first to absorb a 
loss. Top loss instruments are the 
most expensive sources of funding

At some point the “Cat-
alyst Fund” was removed 
from planned bond spending 
• “Middle-Income Housing 
Main Category”: Both a “Middle-
Income Rental Program” and a 
“Expiring Regulations Preser-
vation” program existed as two 
subcategories within the “Middle-
Income Housing” main category 
of planned bond uses in June 
2015, July 2015, and January 2016. 

Without warning to 
CGOBOC, on July 28, MOHCD 
presented an update eliminat-
ing both subcategories. Three 
new subcategories not previously 
listed suddenly appeared for 
“Middle-Income Teacher Hous-
ing,” a “Middle-Income Buy-in 
Program,” and “Middle-Income 
MOHCD Production” — without 
any descriptions.

Although we don’t yet know 
what the new “Middle-Income 
MOHCD Production” and “Mid-
dle-Income Buy-In Program” 
subcategories will fund, we do 
know the “Middle-Income Buy-In 
Program” will receive $24 million 
of the $80 million portion of the 
“Middle-Income Housing” main 
category. Shockingly, MOHCD 
now admits portions of the $310 
million bond will actually subsi-
dize market-rate housing!
Stonewalling CGOBOC & Grand Jury

In March 2002 voters adopted 
Prop F, the “Citizen Oversight of 
Bond Expenditures Initiative,” 
creating the CGOBOC to over-
see General Obligation Bonds. 
It’s not too surprising MOHCD 
has been stonewalling CGOBOC 
regarding the Affordable Housing 
Bond for a year. MOHCD has also 

stonewalled the Civil Grand Jury.
Change Orders: a Big Deal — or 
Deal Breakers

The issue of “change orders” 
is a big, big deal, and CGOBOC 
has had a lousy track record of 
examining change orders on all 
sorts of bond-funded projects.

“Change orders” are requests 
for changes introduced after con-
struction plans and specifications 
are completed for a given proj-
ect. Change orders include those: 
1) Necessary to correct design 
errors; 2) Necessary to correct 
design omissions; 3) Resulting 
from unforeseen site conditions 
discovered during construc-
tion; 4) Involving owner-initi-
ated requests to add, change, or 
delete scope to the project after 
design completion; 5) Neces-
sary to comply with construction 
codes revised after completion of 

design; or 6) Issued to incorporate 
cost savings.

Consider the San Francisco 
Weekly’s September 15 article, “5 
Corrupt Ways to Influence San 
Francisco Politics.” The fifth way 
involves — wait for it — none 
other than change orders! Even 
CGOBOC members must under-
stand this. The Weekly’s Max 
Cherny wrote, in part:
“One form of graft that is hard to 
track is the use of charge orders 
in large city projects to bleed cash 
from city coffers.
The mechanics are straightfor-
ward: A contractor bids on a 
contract with the city — say, to 
renovate public housing. The 
company then submits a ‘change 
order’ saying it needs a little more 
money to finish a part of the job. 
But corruption in change orders 
is hard to sniff out: The techni-
cal aspects of a job can be arcane, 
making the details and costs 
subjective.
One contractor who has done 
business with the city says change 
orders often amount to a sort of 
bait-and-switch.”

The second concern with 
change orders is that to bring a 
project in on-time and on-budget, 
project managers cut “scope” of 
projects, chopping what will be 
delivered.

A third concern is neither 
the City nor DPW are involved in 
constructing the housing devel-
oped by this bond. Instead, devel-
opers awarded loans will perform 

the construction; it’s unclear 
whether they will track change 
orders as closely as the City might. 
Grand Jury: Funds to Housing 
Authority

The 2013–2014 Civil Grand 
Jury expressed concerns about 
diversion of Housing Trust Fund 
(HTF) revenues to the Housing 
Authority for repairs to public 
housing, and whether the diverted 
funds would be repaid to the HTF, 
to ensure MOHCD spends the 
HTF on new affordable housing 
promised to voters.

At CGOBOC’s Oct. 3, 2016 
meeting, MOHCD responded to 
a series of questions COGBOC 
members raised during previous 
meetings on Jan. 28 and July 28. 
CGOBOC member Larry Bush 
specifically questioned whether 
bond funds used for public hous-
ing repairs would be repaid.

HTF Loans to the Housing Authority
Although MOHCD’s Annual 

Report for FY 2014–2015 doesn’t 
list any Housing Authority loans 
repaid to the HTF, it isn’t at all 
clear how much money has been 
diverted from the HTF to San 
Francisco’s Housing Authority.

A record request response 
from the City Controller’s Office 
shows that in 2014, MOHCD 
diverted $2.964 million from the 
HTF to the Housing Authority as 
“Loans Issued by the City.” For Fis-
cal Years 2015, 2016, and 2017, the 
Controller’s Office doesn’t appear 
to have included all the necessary 
information. Additional research 
is necessary to untangle how 
much the Housing Authority was 
awarded in loans from the HTF.
What About Housing Authority 
Repayments to MOHCD?

We might just as well forget 
about any eventual repayments 
from the Housing Authority from 
either the $1.5 billion Housing 
Trust Fund, or the $310 million 
Affordable Housing Bond.

MOHCD’s September 12 
response to CGOBOC member 
questions about whether bond 
funds would be repaid for projects 
the City was obligated to fund, but 
had not, noted:

“Regarding repayment, as is 
typical for public lending on afford-
able housing projects, the bond 
funds will be issued as ‘residual 
receipts’ loans, which require bor-
rowers to repay the loans in annual 
installments to the extent there is 

surplus cash flow after payment 
of operating expenses, reserves, 
and amortizing debt payments. … 
Because the public housing devel-
opments in receipt of bond financ-
ing will include Section 8 operating 
subsidies, we do expect annual 
residual receipts repayments to 
be made to MOHCD. …”

But that response contradicts 
what MOHCD told CGOBOC 
on January  28, 2016, when 
MOHCD’s Kate Hartley claimed 
just the opposite when CGOBOC 
asked about loan repayment:

“… You have to structure 
those kind of loans as something 
called ‘residual receipts.’ And that 
means if there is … after you pay 
your operating expenses, if there 
are leftover funds, then a portion 
would go back to repay us. But we 
typically don’t have an expecta-
tion of repayment [to us] over 
time …”

It’s unknown whether 
MOHCD has checks and balances 
to verify whether loan recipients 
accurately report their operating 
expenses, or are padding operat-
ing expenses to escape making 
loan repayments.
Recent Lost Affordable Housing 
Everyone knows preservation of 
existing affordable housing stock 
is as important as constructing 
new housing.

St. Vincent De Paul, the non-
profit owner of the subsidized 
senior housing Vincentian Villa 
in the Mission District, sold it 
to a for-profit developer in 2014. 
In August 2015, Buzzfeed News 
reported:

“The Vincentian Villa had 
been owned by the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society charity for 40 years, 
until it was sold to a Los Ange-
les–based developer for $13.5 
million last year. The purchaser, 
GHC Housing Partners, agreed to 
extend a federal contract to keep 
about 60% of the building’s units 
priced far below market rates. But 
it is now gradually renting out 
the rest as they become vacant 
— apartments so small they are 
called ‘micro studios’ — to tech 
workers paying around $2,000 a 

month for roughly 300 square feet 
of space.”

GHC only re-applied for 
subsidies for 72 of Vincentian 
Villa’s 124 units, converting 52 to 
market-rate units, some of which 
are reportedly being rented on 
Airbnb. 

MOHCD reportedly signed 
off on the Vincentian Villa deal 
granting some sort of waiver to 
the developer because MOHCD 
was worried that all of the units 
could have been lost to market-
rate units.

Among other observers, 
Eddie Stiel is a 25-year resident of 
the Mission District, who along 
with his wife have faced no-fault 
evictions as renters twice: Once 
when he was owner move-in 
evicted in 2004, and again when 
he and his wife faced Ellis Act 
eviction the following year! Mr. 
Stiel hopes MOHCD will discuss 
Vincentian Villa publicly. Stiel 
says:

“It’s clear this issue deserves 
public attention, because with-
out public discussion San Fran-
cisco will continue losing existing 
subsidized units during our cur-
rent eviction, displacement, and 
affordability crisis. Lacking pub-
lic knowledge and scrutiny limits 
options to preserve these subsi-
dized units.”

MOHCD’s housing con-
struction delays involve justice 
denied. Just ask any San Francis-
can forced out of The City due to 
the worst housing crisis in San 
Francisco’s history.
An expanded version of this arti-
cle will be posted on the Westside 
Observer’s web site. The full ver-
sion will be available on www.sto-
pLHHdownsize.com.
Monette-Shaw is a columnist for 
San Francisco’s Westside Observer 
newspaper. He received a James 
Madison Freedom of Information 
Award in the “Advocacy” category 
from the Society of Professional 
Journalists–Northern California 
Chapter in 2012. He can be con-
tacted at monette-shaw@west-
sideobserver.com.

MOHCD’s housing construction delays 
involve justice denied. Just ask any San 

Franciscan forced out of The City due to the 
worst housing crisis in San Francisco’s history.”

A longtime home for the elderly, Vincentian Villa, sold to a Los Angeles–based developer for $13.5 million 
last year. William Alden / Via BuzzFeed News
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Auto Break-Ins (Cont. from p. 1)

JANUARY 1, 2017

More important, per the Civil Grand 
Jury, was the SFPD’s 2009 pivot toward 
Community Policing under Mayor New-
som and Chief Heather Fong. Until then, 
investigative units like the Serial Crimes 
Unit had been centralized at SFPD Head-
quarters. That allowed inter-unit col-
laboration and cross-precinct responses 
to serial crimes. To better partner with 
neighborhoods to fight crime, the SFPD 
dispersed investigators to local precinct 
stations. This decentralization, including 
disbanding the Serial Crimes Unit, favored 
criminal outfits operating across precinct 
and City boundaries.

Putting away car burglars is tough: it 
requires an eye-witness or video evidence. 
The rare suspect who gets arrested must be 
charged or released within 48 hours. So, 
cops scramble to compile evidence that 
meets the “beyond a reasonable doubt” 
standard. Only then can the DA press 
charges in court. If the victim is a tourist 
who cannot return to testify, the case may 
fail. Of 487 auto-burglary arrests in 2015, 
the DA took action in 390 (80%). Even 
so, single-incidents involving non-violent 
offenders often resulted in minimal or no 
jail time.
Law Enforcement’s Response: Starting 
in 2015, the SFPD and the DA’s Office 
revamped their tactics to build stronger 
cases and to target prolific auto burglars. 
After several high-profile murders were 
linked to guns stolen from cars, the SFPD 
deployed a centralized unit, the Patrol 
Bureau Task Force, to tackle cross-precinct 
burglaries. With steadily augmented staff-
ing, now 19 officers plus 4 crime analysts 

on stand-by, the Patrol Bureau functions 
as a Serial Crimes Unit. It pioneered the 
“bundling” of multiple incidents into one 
prosecution by surveilling prolific offend-
ers as they commit serial break-ins, until 
enough evidence is gathered to convict. 
Along with surveillance, crime analysis 
and investigation, it specializes in post-
arrest evidence collection. Videos, victim 

statements, fingerprints and descriptions 
of stolen property are presented to the DA 
within 48 hours. These developments align 
with the Grand Jury’s recommendation to 
restore the Serial Crimes Unit.

The DA’s “Crime Strategies Unit” also 
functions as a Serial Crimes Unit, col-
laborating with the SFPD Patrol Bureau. 
Formed in 2014 - the first in California, its 
prosecutors are assigned to neighborhood 
precincts, using analytics and local intel-
ligence to thwart recurrent crimes. It has 
mapped a network of security cameras to 
speed access to video evidence. Security 
cameras owners can register theirs online 
at sfdistrictattorney.org. The DA’s charge 
rates improved from 63% in 2014 to 80% 
in 2015. 
Westside Communities Mobilize: The 
spikes in auto and residential burglaries 
alarmed and mobilized Westside commu-
nities as reported by Tom Pendergast in 
the April 2016 WSO. In July, Taraval Sta-
tion’s Captain Denise Flaherty announced 
that uniformed and plainclothes officers 
had been deployed based on data showing 
where and when most break-ins occurred. 
Follow-up investigations were intensi-
fied to build stronger cases. Volunteers on 
the Community Advisory Police Board, 
a gem of the 2009 Community Policing 
model, shared community concerns and 
ideas with police brass, then created and 
distributed the earlier-pictured warning 
sign to neighborhood hot-spots. Supervi-
sor Norman Yee began crafting legislation 
requiring rental car companies to warn 
tourists about break-ins and how to pre-
vent them. On 10/18/16 the Board voted 
7 to 4, approving his “Neighborhood 

Property Crimes Unit” ordinance. Mayor 
Lee vetoed the  Ordinance on 10/26/16. 
It would have created a Property Crimes 
unit in each precinct with the flexibility to 
address unique local crime patterns, while 
connected to the centralized Patrol Bureau 
Task Force. 

Car break-ins steadily subsided – until 
September. At a 10/18/16 Community 
Forum, Sgt. Bernardi assured 25 Tara-
val precinct residents that burglaries are 
prioritized with “more effort” applied to 
monitoring hot-spots, collecting physi-
cal evidence, “working every lead” – and 
making arrests. Taraval Station’s exem-
plary website (www.Taraval.org) deliv-
ers monthly analyses of auto and house 
burglaries: 
Prop R – Safe Neighborhoods Ordinance: 
Reacting to rising property crimes and 
homeless encampments, Supervisor Scott 
Wiener authored Proposition R to create 
a “Neighborhood Crime Unit” within the 
SFPD. It aims “to make neighborhoods 
safer and improve quality of life” – as did 
the 2009 push for decentralized polic-
ing. Instead, Prop R re-centralizes vari-
ous crime units into a single command 
structure comprised of 3% of SFPD offi-
cers. Currently, the growing Patrol Bureau 
Task Force constitutes 1.1% of SFPD’s 
1,707 officers. Prop R would take effect 
only when the SFPD roster reaches 1,941 
sworn officers, as mandated by the Char-
ter, and as expected in late 2017. Civilians 
should guide policing, and Prop R reso-
nates with frustrated voters. However, it 
imposes a policing solution, something 
that the SFPD, working with the DA and 
the Department of Homelessness, is well 
able to design, is already implementing, 
and can modify as crime trends shift. 

Dr. Maria Rivero and Dr. Derek Kerr 
were senior physicians at Laguna Honda 
Hospital where they repeatedly exposed 
wrongdoing by the Department of Public 
Health. Contact: watchdogs@westsideob-
server.com 

BURGLARIES IN 2016
January February March April May June July August Sept.

Auto 200 157 154 117 112 114 101 88 117

House 35 47 73 29 40 25 49 48 77

Putting away car 
burglars is tough: it 

requires an eye-witness or 
video evidence. The rare 
suspect who gets arrested 
must be charged or 
released within 48 hours. 
So, cops scramble to com-
pile evidence that meets 
the “beyond a reasonable 
doubt” standard. Only 
then can the DA press 
charges in court.”

Cont. p. 8

Cont. p. 8
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Environmental Review:Reversing Mount Davidson’s Long Decline
By Jake Sigg

Bottom line: the November hearings are not the end of 
the process; they are the beginning of the next phase, 

implementation of the management plan, and the public will 
have ample opportunity to express its opinions.”

The Recreation and Parks Department’s  management plan for its natural 
resources was sent to the Planning Department for environmental review in 
2006. After an extraordinarily long time the review is finished, and it, plus 

the possibly modified management plan, are now slated for public hearing in Novem-
ber before a joint meeting of the Planning Commission and Recreation and Park 
Commission.

USF employes environmentally friendly weed whackers Photo: John Dunbar

 

There is confusion and much misin-
formation surrounding the management 
plan, much of it deliberately created by 
people with agendas.   For readers of this 
newspaper, a salient topic is the part of 
the Plan pertaining to  the tree plantation 
on Mount Davidson. With that in mind, 
I wrote a series of articles for the Westside 
Observer in the September, November, and 
December 2015 issues. They are online 
(westsideobserver.com), and  I recom-
mend that you read them because basic 
problems with Mount Davidson are clearly 
explained. Although given the opportunity, 

writers of “rebuttals” were unable to rebut 
any of the statements. I especially urge 
you to read the December article explain-
ing what this plan does and doesn’t call 
for, and how the ensuing processes work. 
Read it carefully and don’t listen to voices 
that tell you differently. The planning and 
regulatory information in that Decem-
ber article  was written by Linda Shaffer, 
recently retired from eight years on the 
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Advi-
sory Committee.  She has taken training in 
CEQA (California Environmental Quality 
Act), has double-checked everything said 
with RPD staff, and speaks precisely.

If the two Commissions certify the 
environmental review (Planning) and 
approve the management plan (Recreation 
and Park), there will almost certainly  be 

appeals, and possibly  lawsuits. Eventu-
ally there will be further planning processes 
in which public participation is invited.   
All this is explained in the December arti-
cle, and it will save wear and tear on your 
emotions if you read it.   Bottom line:  the 
November hearings are not the end of the 
process; they are the beginning of the next 
phase, implementation of the manage-
ment plan, and the public will have ample 
opportunity to express its opinions.  By no 
means will approval of the management 
plan in November mean approval of the 
specific proposals for Mount Davidson; 

that will go through its own public process.
Delay in implementation of the man-

agement plan will serve no useful purpose, 
and will increase dangers inherent in a 
century of neglect in addressing dangers 
now shouting for attention.  These include 
fire--early rains have almost assured we 
got through this year safely, but the dan-
ger may return next summer--and drop-
ping limbs or toppling trees, both of which 
are already happening.   Beyond that, this 
wonderful piece of land can become much 
more pleasing and welcoming to the pub-
lic.  Its long decline should be reversed, the 
sooner the better.
Jake Sigg is an unabashed tree-hugger who 
lives on the Westside.
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Increase in Violence, Robberies, 
Break-ins 

In the month of October, the OMI neighborhood has experi-
enced an increase of neighborhood violence that has left many 
residents in fear. On Wednesday, October 12, myself and Board 

of Supervisors John Avalos, co-hosted a community meeting which 
allowed neighbors to express their concerns, fears and thoughts on moving forward 
within the community. Safety within the OMI has and will continue to be a priority for 
the members of Taraval Station. With commitment to safety, residents should expect a 
high visible presence by uniformed officers as well as community engagement by the 
Taraval Neighborhood Team led by Sgt Scott Hom. As the Commanding Officer, I will 
continue to utilize department, city and neighborhood resources to address the con-
cerns of the community. If you were unable to attend the meeting and you would like to 
share your comments or concerns, I encourage you to please do so by contacting me at 
415-759-3100 or emailing me at denise.flaherty@sfgov.org.

In the month of September, we also saw an increase in robberies, burglaries and 
auto break ins throughout the Taraval. The data is posted on the website for your review 
of specific areas within the Taraval. While our increases for incidents of robbery and 
auto break ins were slight, our largest increase came in the area of burglaries. As we 
continue to assess the crime data that is available, officers are deployed strategically 
based on location of occurrence, days of the week and time of day. The community 
surrounding San Francisco State University has seen a significant increase in residential 
burglaries and we have been working in partnership with SFSU to identify suspects in 
these incidents and conduct investigations that may lead to the apprehension of sus-
pects. Please ensure that your doors and windows are locked when you are away from 
your home and also when you are at home as well. SFSafe is an invaluable organization 
that can offer tips and evaluate your home to harden your residence as a possible target, 

outside and followed the suspect, suspect 
charged pushed him in the chest. The sus-
pect was cited and released to the Com-
munity Assessment and Referral Center.
Battery – Arrested
2:18 pm | Address Confidential
After an argument, a victim said the sus-
pect started gathering his belongings, but 
she was afraid he was trying to take her 
medications as well. When she grabbed 
his arm he punched her on the back of 
her head. While he denied hitting her did 
admit that he pushed her away when she 
grabbed him. He was arrested.

Thursday, October 6
Burglary – Arrested
6:00 am | Essex St
Investigating a business burglary, a suspect 
was identified based on security video and 
other evidence. Officers and investigators  
executed a search warrant. The suspect 
was located, detained and a search found 
evidence confirming the suspect commit-
ted the crime. He was arrested. 
Under the Influence of Alcohol 
12:42 am | 1300 La Playa St
A man was aggressively hitting buildings 
with a piece of wood. The suspect, who 
appeared intoxicated and had a strong 
odor of alcoholic beverages with as slurred 
speech with an unsteady gait. A check 
found warrants and he was arrested.

Friday, October 7
Homicide
7:06 pm | Broad St & 
Plymouth Ave
When multiple shots 
were fired, a victim 
told officers they were 
standing near the cor-
ner and watching a 
ball game when he 
attempted to seek cover 
but was shot in the 
ankle. A second vic-
tim, who was deceased, 
was also located. The 
suspects were fled the 
location in a vehicle. 
Breaking Windows
5:24 pm | John Muir Dr 
& Skyline Blvd
The victim said he was 
inside his mobile home 
when the suspect broke 
his window. When offi-
cers found the suspect, 
he appeared intoxi-
cated and was stand-
ing in a creek. The 

victim confirmed identified the suspect 
but declined to press charges. The suspect 
was identified and released.
Robbery of a Store
7:08 pm | 1800 Ocean Ave
Officers responded to a report of a person 
with a knife. The victim, the store man-
ager, reported that she observed the sus-
pect enter the store and grabbed an empty 
backpack from the store shelf before put-
ting other items into the backpack. The 
victim approached the suspect and told 
her to drop the items and leave the store 
but the suspect produced a knife and 
threatened the victim before fleeing the 
store.
Assault – Vehicle Burglary – Arrested
6:19 am | 3800 Alemany Blvd
The victim said he observed the suspect in 
his vehicle parked at his home. He told the 
suspect get out but the suspect produced 
a knife. When the victim backed away he 
fell, while the suspect came at him with  
the knife.  The victim’s son hit the suspect 
with a bat and he fled. Officers found the 
suspect and the knife and several items 
belonging to the victim. He was arrested.
Editor’s Note: This is an incomplete report 
as space allows. For the entire report go to: 
www.taraval.org

please visit their website at sfsafe.org
Saturday, October 1

Possession of Loaded Firearm – Drunk
2:25 am | Santiago St & 433rd Ave
The witness said she saw the suspects 
behind a telephone pole and that there 
was a gun in his hand. The suspect was 
crouched down facing a house’s front gate. 
The suspect was observed to be unsteady 
with slurred speech and strong odor 
of alcoholic beverages on his breath. A  
cocked and loaded revolver was found in 
front of the gate. He was handcuffed and-
placed into a detox cell for four hours.
Traffic Violation – Warrant Arrest 
12:57 am | Junipero Serra & Saint Francis
A pedestrian was running across several 
lanes of traffic against a red light. A com-
puter check revealed a warrant. A search of 
revealed  a methamphetamine pipe on the 
suspect, he was arrested.
Vandalism – Cited
3:47 am | 19th Ave & Holloway Ave
A MUNI bus driver said the suspect hit 
the front door glass panel and caused it to 
crack. When officers arrived he refused to 
say anything. He was cited.
Battery- Arrested
6:14 pm | Location Confidential
A witness said she heard screaming and 
the suspect pushing the victim against a 
car. When officers found the victim, who 
had cuts to her ears around her earrings 
and splotches of redness on her forehead, 
but she said “nothing had happened.” After 
further investigation he was arrested.
Battery
10:29 pm | Oceanview Ter & Worcester
The victim said she and the suspect were 
on their way home with a car from Uber 
after bar hopping earlier. When the car 
stopped, he pushed her out of the car and 
she hit her head, causing a contusion. He 
was arrested.

Sunday, October 2
Warrant Arrest – Arrested
8:51 am | 2000 20th Ave
Officers observed two suspects peering 
into vehicles. Once detained, a computer 
check revealed a warrant for his arrest one 
suspect. He was arrested and the second 
suspect was identified and released.
Battery – Elder Abuse – Arrested
12:08 am | Address Confidential
The victim said she was practicing music 

when the suspect called and was angry 
that she did not answer, he was also drunk. 
He began scattering things on to the floor, 
tripped and fell. He then punched her arm. 
The suspect responded that he had fallen 
and tried to call for help but the victim did 
not answer so he started throwing items to 
get her attention. He was arrested.

Monday, October 3
Vandalism to Vehicle – Cited
4:31 pm | 2200 Judah St
In fight regarding a driveway blocked by a 
vehicle, the suspect said she had problems 
with that vehicle in the past. Earlier, while 
exiting her driveway a vehicle was partially 
blocking her. While the victim moved for 
her, she felt the victim should have pulled 
completely out. When she confronted the 
victim he called her names, so she keyed 
the victim’s car. She was cited for vandalism 
and the victim for blocking the driveway.
Shooting
7:29 pm | Farallones St
The victim said he noticed the suspect 
was following him while he was driving 
and heard shots being fired at him. Trying 
to flee, he hit another vehicle before run-
ning into a store with his vehicle. He also 
believes that he heard the suspect yell out 
that he was “talking bad things about him” 
and heard more shots being fired. The sus-
pect fled. No injuries were reported.

Tuesday, October 4
Robbery
10:28 pm | 00 West Portal Ave
The victim said she was holding her wal-
let - part of her cell phone case, when the 
suspect hit her arm and pushed her to the 
ground, picked up her wallet and ran into 
a waiting vehicle, fleeing the location. 
Possession of Air Gun – Resisting Arrest 
6:17 pm | Vicente St & West Portal Ave
A witness said she saw the suspect rocking 
back-and-forth on the sidewalk and hold-
ing a pistol. Officers gave chase when he 
ran, then tackled him. He said the weapon 
was in his backpack - filled with blanks. 
When he was found to be a juvenile, he 
was cited and released to his father.

Wednesday, October 5
Assault – Cited
2:21 pm | 2100 24th Ave
A victim, said he heard there was a fight 
outside of the school. When he went 

— Taraval Station Community Meeting  —
Nov 15 | 7 pm – 9 pm • Taraval Station, 2345 24th Ave • taraval.org

Kevin K. Ho ESQ.

415.297.7462
TOP PRODUCER | REALTOR
kho@vanguardsf.com 
SBN 233408 | BRE 01875957

Jonathan B. McNarry
415.215.4393
TOP PRODUCER | REALTOR  
jbm@vanguardsf.com 
BRE 01747295

“They did a great job 
from start to finish and 
clearly really love what 
they do. The best in the 
business.” 

SF Real Estate 
from the Experts. — Karen & Paul, Lawyer + 

Electrician, Sellers

KEVINANDJONATHAN.COM 

BUYERS & SELLERS REPRESENTED 
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Serving Food As Good As Our Prices Are Low

Where Friends Meet

HAIR SALON AND BARBER 
SHOP

STERLING ART-CHI-TECH
650-735-5731 / 650-219-5776

Stations Available
— Enhance Your Image —

NOVEMBER 
Your Tax Dollars at work?...Last Month, Supervisors Jane Kim, Aaron Peskin and 

David Campos tried floating the trial balloon of having San Francisco annex the entire 
City of Brisbane because they do not agree with the proposed land use policies that 
Brisbane is exploring for the nearly 700 acre “Baylands” site.  Maybe they should remain 
focused on fixing the problems in San Francisco, and respect the laws that govern all 
California municipalities.  Agree or not, land use is a local question, and will be solved 
through a democratic process, not one where a group of imperious supes can play 
“Putin” and annex the neighboring peninsula.  What’s next supes, taking Oakland by 
eminent domain because you let your football team move to Santa Clara?  Just another 
waste of time by SF elected officials who would be better serving the public by fixing 
MUNI, cleaning the streets or entertaining us by running for the next public office that 
will keep them employed.  If it was a ploy by Supervisor Kim to keep her name in the 
public eye for her State Senate run, it worked.  This type of misguided attempt at over-
reaching government is a perfect reason to just say no to Kim for State Senate.  The 
citizens in Brisbane were not amused; San Franciscans should not be, either.

I AM IRELAND…On Friday, November 11 the United Irish Cultural Center, San 
Francisco, and the Rebel Cork Benevolent Association of San Francisco will present the 
historical musical I AM IRELAND at the United Irish Cultural Center.  

The show charts and celebrates Ireland’s road to independence through the songs 
and stories of her people from 1798 to 1916. The musical includes the original writings 
of Wolf Tone, Robert Emmet, Thomas Davis, the Irish Famine, the GAA, Michael Col-
lins and those of Padraig Pearse. This is combined with the music of that time. These 
speeches blended with the music of that time give a powerful message to attendees. 

Produced by Michael Londra’s theatrical production company, Wexfordhouse, I Am 
Ireland is a personal conversation about the songs of Ireland that inspired all those who 
came before 1916 to continue on that great journey to reclaim Ireland’s independence. 
Lead singer Paddy Homan, a native of Cork City and now a resident of Chicago, has a 
strong history with the songs: “These songs and speeches give the narrative of Ireland’s 
road to independence during that period. To fully appreciate what took place in 1916, one 
has to look back at the totality of everything that happened up to that point. I believe that 
songs are the best way to tell the story. As an Irishman, I am only the messenger here. But 
it is my true honor to represent my country in doing this and to walk in the emotional 
footsteps of those who sacrificed so much for me and our land.” 

Presented in two acts with images projected to bring to life the faces of the great 
statesmen and pictures of the time, Homan performs with a three-piece band of the 
finest Irish traditional musicians in North America. They bring the songs to life, they 
weave through the words of statesmen, and they celebrate the glory of Irish music, the 
glory of the Irish nation. The show makes its debut on the west coast on Nov 11th, having 
already undertaken a US tour earlier this year, and a fall tour of Ireland.

The show is preceded by an exhibition of locally held artifacts and memorabilia 
belonging to local Irish-American families that had strong connections to what hap-
pened in Ireland during the 1916 Easter Rising and later the War of Independence in 
1922. This exhibition was first presented last April at the Irish Center and coincided 
with Easter 1916 Rising Commemorations locally and was extremely well received by 
those with an interest in the history of Ireland during the period. It’s a fantastic opportu-
nity for anyone that missed the earlier exhibit to see it one more time.

Get the Vote Out…one of the great values of a democracy is the ability and the right to 
vote.  It is the best way for each of us to make our voices heard on the issues that confront 
us and to elect candidates to represent us in local, state and federal offices.  Far too many 
of us get disgusted by the rhetoric and mud-slinging in campaigns, or are overwhelmed 
by the huge number of propositions on the ballot, and choose not to vote as some sort of 
protest.  In my opinion our ability to vote is not only a hard fought right, but also is our 
responsibility and civic duty to do so.  I encourage all of those who are registered to do 
your civic duty and make your voice heard through the ballot box.

Great events at the Merced Branch of the SF Public Library…  check out these great 
events for November:

Children’s Programs:
Monthly Lego Club – Tuesday, November 1 at 4:00 p.m.
Come to the Merced Branch and build some wild and crazy creations. Family par-

ticipation is encouraged. Snacks will be provided. LEGO Club is the first Tuesday of 
every month.

 Homework Help – Wednesdays, November 9, 16, & 30 at 2:30 p.m.
Need help with your homework? Help is available every Wednesday, 2:30-4:30 PM, 

for elementary school students.
 Baby Rhyme & Playtime – Thursdays, November 10, & 17 at 10:15 a.m.
Rhyme, rhythm, and song. For infants up to 18 months and their caregivers.

Barbie Bod Mods – Saturday, November 5 at 3:00 p.m.
Tired of the same old Barbie representing the same old stereotypes? Come to the 

Barbie Bod Mod event and remodel a Barbie to your liking. Dolls and crafting materi-
als supplied.

Thanksgiving Gratitude Trees – Wednesday, November 23 at 3:00 p.m.
What are you grateful for this Thanksgiving? Come share it on our Gratitude Tree, 

or make your own, San Francisco style! All material supplied.
Adult Programs:
Knitting Circle – Tuesday, November 8 at 6:00 p.m. 
All levels of knitters, please join us with your knit projects and spread the inspira-

tion! Practice supplies provided, but bring your own if you have a special project in 
mind. For ages 13 and up.

Ishi: The Last of His Tribe: 100 Years Later – Wednesday, November 9 at 7:00 p.m.
Ishi (1861-1916) was  widely acclaimed in his time as the “last wild Indian” in 

America.  Ishi  lived most of his life completely outside modern culture.  In 1911, he 
left his hiding place and hiked to Oroville, California, where he was captured. For five 
years, until his death, he lived at the Anthropology Museum in San Francisco (now 
the University of California Parnassus). Nancy DeStefanis presents his story, which is 
integral to the history of the California Indians.
ALL PROGRAMS AT THE LIBRARY ARE FREE Merced Branch Library,  
155 Winston Drive (at 19th Avenue) • (415) 355-2825, sfpl.org

Do you have an event, a neighborhood fact or just an observation to share?  Drop us a line 
at mitch@westsideobserver.com and share your ideas or just let us know what you think.

Hi ho, hi ho, it’s off to work for the goats of City Grazing Landscaping
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EVERY SUNDAY • FARMERS MARKET
Farmers Market | Every Sun | 9 am–1 pm |  
Stonestown rear parking lot: at Stonestown Galleria 
(19th Ave @ Winston).
EVERY SUNDAY • VICTORIAN TOUR
Sundays | 2 pm |  Victorian era architecture of the 
city’s first suburb in the neighborhood of Lafayette 
Square. San Francisco’s illustrious history and some 
steep streets. Many fabulous views! 1801 Bush St. gar-
den. Donations OK. MUNI 1, 3. sfcityguides.org 
EVERY TUE/THU /SAT • GET IN SHAPE!
Tue/Thu | 8:30 am | Sat: 9 am |  Get into shape, 
improve your health. FREE exercise classes. Kinesiol-
ogy students from SF State in partnership with SF 
Rec and Park. Turf field at Minnie and Lovie Ward 
Park, 650 Capitol Ave. 100citizens.sfsu@gmail.com, 
www.100citizens.org 
EVERY TUES • QUE SYRAH HAPPY HOUR
Every Tue Happy Hour | 4–8 pm |  Que Syrah Wine 
Bar. Take $1 off each glass, 10% off each bottle (con-
sumed on site). 230 West Portal Ave 731-7000
EVERY THURS – NIGHTLIFE
Every Thu | 6–10 pm |  The Academy of Sciences 
brings live music, science, mingling and coctails. GG 
Park $12 ($10 Members). calademy.org/nightlife.
JAZZ FRIDAYS @ THE CLIFF HOUSE
Every Fri | 7–11 pm |  The Balcony Lounge at the 
Cliff House hosts jazz every Fri night. 1 Seal Rock. cliff-
house.com/home/jazz.html.
FRIDAY NIGHTS @ THE DEYOUNG
Every Fri | 5–8:45 pm |  Music, poetry, films, dance, 
tours and lectures. Cafe: special dinner, no-host bar. 
Art-making children/adults. deYoung Museum, GG 
Park. deyoung.famsf.org/deyoung/fridays 
FRIDAYS @ OFF THE GRID/FT. MASON
Every Fri | DJs 5-7:30/Bands 7:30-10: pm |  Off 
the Grid: Over 32 food trucks and street food carts in 
a huge circle with a full bar and bands in the middle? 
That’s a party! Free. Ft. Mason Ctr. Two Marina Blvd. 
SATURDAYS • FREE YOGA IN THE PARK
Every Sat | 11 am |  Come play outdoors, in nature. 
Enjoy a rejuvenating morning flow and meditation 
for body, mind, and spirit. GG Park, Big Rec Baseball 
Field (across from the Botanical Garden). Bring a mat 
or blanket, FREE. Cancelled if raining. Dog OK
DAILY • BOOK-A-LIBRARIAN
Learn Basic Computer Skills. Choose a topic—search-
ing databases, setting up email, or surfing the web. 
Basic mouse skills required. Call 355-2825 to make an 
appointment. Merced Branch Library, 155 Winston Dr.
DAILY • ART OF PINOCCHIO
 10 am - 6 pm |  Wish Upon a Star: The Art of Pinocchio. 
Until Jan 9. Discover how one of the most influential 
animated films in history was produced. Walt Disney 
Museum, 104 Montgomery, Presidio. Closed Tues.
DAILY • HOLIDAY ICE - EMBARCADERO
Wed Nov 2 - Jan 8 | 10 - 9:30 pm (11:30 Fri, Sat | 
 Celebrating 30 years! The Bay Area’s largest outdoor ice 

rink, a beautiful city setting and an array of shops and 
restaurants to enjoy. Info: embarcaderocenter.com / 
837-1931. Tix: $11, children $7.
DAILY • A.C.T. - THE HARD PROBLEM
Ongoing until Nov 13 |  Tom Stoppard’s his first new 
play in nearly a decade, The Hard Problem is a pro-
vocative drama. A razor-sharp psychology grad wins a 
brain research position that forces her to confront her 
lover. Info/Sched: act-sf.org Tix: $25+
DAILY • BAKER STREET
Ongoing until Nov 20 |  Sir Auther Canan Doyle’s 
Sherlock Holmes characters come to life when they 
take to song! Visit the 42nd Street Moon website for 
ticket info and times.  42ndstmoon.org / 225-8207
SUN • VETERAN’S DAY PARADE
Sun Nov 6 | 11 am |  Cessation of hostilities for WWI 
went into effect on the 11th hour of the 11th day of 
the 11th month. For that reason, Nov. 11, 1918, was 
the end of “the war to end all wars.” The parade will be 
held on Sunday at Fisherman’s Wharf, on Jefferson St. , 
North Point to Leavenworth.
WED • SHAPING SF-HOUSING CRISIS
Wed Nov 9 | 7:30 pm |  Shaping San Francisco is a 
series of free lectures, which aim to excavate the city’s 
lost history. It’s a place to meet and talk unmediated 
by corporations, official spokespeople, religion, politi-
cal parties, or dogma. 518 Valencia St.
WED • ISHI
Wed Nov 9 | 7 pm |  Ishi, (1861-1916) acclaimed as 
the “last wild Indian” in America. In 1911, he left his 
hiding place and hiked to Oroville, where he was cap-
tured. For five years, until his death, he lived at now UC 
Parnassus. Merced Branch 155 Winston Drive
WED • 5TH ANNUAL PROJECT GLIMMER
Wed Nov 9 | 11:30 am |  Project Glimmer continues 
to inspire at-risk teenage girls and women to believe 
in themselves by letting them know their community 
cares. Fort Mason $250, projectglimmer.org
FRI • ELEVEN
Fri Nov 11 | 9:30 am - 4 pm|   Veterans Day Com-
memoration at the Palace of the Legion of Honor 
screening  Eleven, a documentary interview of  WWII 
vets recounting  tours of Guadalcanal and the Pacific. 
Free for vets/active military. Adm $10 | 750-3600 .
FRI • VETERANS DAY SERVICE
Fri Nov 11 | 11 am - 1 pm |  Observance at the Main 
Post Chapel of the The Interfaith Center at the Presidio, 
130 Fisher Loop. Come honor American veterans of all 
wars in prayer, meditation and music.
FRI • VETERANS DAY FREE IN THE PARKS
Fri Nov 11 | As part of the National Park Service’s 100 
year celebration 2016 all sites that charge an entrance 
fee will offer free admission to everyone, including Muir 
Woods, Yosemite, SF Maritime, Sequoia, etc .
FRI-SUN • 16TH SF GREEN EXPO
Fri - Sun Nov 11-13 | Fri 12 pm - 6pm | Sat 10 
am - 6 pm | Sun10 am - 5 pm |  Interested in living a 
more sustainable and healthier life? Wide selection of 
products and services to work green, play green and 

San Francisco’s
SOURDOUGH PIZZA 

since 1975

Join “Goat Hill Rewards”
Fast delivery! 
Order online - www.goathill.com

ORDER ONLINE
www.goathill.com

West Portal
Counter Service    Delivery    Pick up

170 West Portal Ave
415-242-GOAT (4628)

Potrero Hill   
Dine in    Pick up

300 Connecticut St
415-641-1440

SOMA
Delivery    Pick up

171 Stillman St
415-974-1303
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live green – from food, fashion and health, etc., live 
music and entertainment. Pier 35.
SAT • AUTHOR PAMELA MAYER
Sat Nov 12 | 11 am |  What happens when you 
have two Grandmas—one Jewish and one Chinese 
—and two delicious recipes? San Francisco author 
Pamela Mayer’s Chicken Soup, Chicken Soup is illus-
trated by Deboran Melmon at West Portal Branch 
Library, co-hostes by Bookshop West Portal. 
SUN • VERY VEGAN SUNDAYS/SOMA
Sun Nov 13 | Begins 11 am |  Continuing a tradition 
SoMa StrEat Food Park will have have lots food trucks, 
popup vendors, vegan beer, vegan Mimosas, and lots 
of vegan specials. SoMa StrEat Food Park. Every 2nd 
Sunday 428 11th St. (By Costco)
SUN • BUNGALOWS/WESTWOOD PARK 
Sun Nov 13 | 11:00am |  Guide Kathleen Beitiks 
walks you through Craftsman, English Tudor, Spanish 
Revival, Colonial Revival. The west side neighborhood 
of 650 cozy bungalows built for middle-class people. 
$15 - sfhistory.org or (415) 537-1105 ext 0.
SUN •  PRO MUSICA PACIFICA
Sun Nov 13 | 4 pm |  Grammy nominated counter-
tenor  Ryland Angel joins SF Early Music Society: Pro 
Musica Pacifica, featuring sacred and secular music 
of the italian Baroque at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 
1111 O’Farrell St. Tix: sfems.org /510 528-1725
THU • BUTTERFLIES!
Thu Nov 17 - June 30 |  Get eye to eye with a but-
terfly in the exhibit Butterflies & Blooms as the Con-
servatory of Flowers in GG Park’s delightful  living 
butterfly exhibit finally returns. JFK Drive, GG Park.
THU • OCCUPY THE FARM
Thu Nov 17 | 6-10 pm |  What are the most effective 
ways to bring healthy food to hungry, urban neigh-
borhoods? A film presented by the SF Urban Film 
Festival. Exploratorium, Pier 15 Tix: $15.
FRI • BUILDING LIGHTING & CARNIVAL
Fri Nov 18 | 4 – 7pm |  15,000 holiday lights, fire-
works bursting in the sky and Disney on Ice show 
with a family Carnival followed by the 30th Annual 
Building Lighting at 6 pm. Embarcadero Center. 
SAT • 59TH AUTO SHOW
Sat Nov 19 - Sun Nov 27 | Hours vary |  59th 
Annual International Auto Show is supported by the 
California New Car Dealers Assn, featuing 38 of the 
world’s major manufacturers displaying their 2017 
model cars, SUV’s, trucks and vans. Moscone, 747 
Howard. Tix: $10. Info: sfauroshow.com
SAT •INTERNATIONAL GAMES DAY
Sat Nov 19 | 2 pm |  Join us for International Games 
Day, which takes place in libraries around the world  
We have the games. You bring the fun!  Open to all 
ages and abilities! Merced Branch, 155 Winston Dr.
SUN • FALL CHOCOLATE SALON
Sun Nov 20 | 10 am - 5 pm |  Chocolate aficionados, 
fanatics, lovers and addicts can taste & experience 
the finest chocolate. Hotel Kabuki, 1625 Post, Tix: $25
 TUE • COMMUNITY SAFETY MEETING
Tue Nov 15 | 7-9 pm |  Meet with Captain Denise 
Flaherty at Taraval Station. This is a special 4 times per 
year meeting.
MON • AUTHOR MICHAEL KRASNEY
Mon Nov 21 | 7 pm |  Let There Be Laughter A Treasury 

of Great Jewish Humor and What It All Means from the 
host of NPR affiliate’s Forum with Michael Krasny, a 
compendium of Jewish jokes that packs the punches 
with hilarious riff after riff — a window into Jewish 
culture. Bookshop West  Portal, 80 West Portal Ave.
WED • TURKEY TROT FEAT
Wed Nov 23 | 9 pm |  11th Annual Turkey Trot 2016: 
Lost Legends Tribute. This year’s Americana Music 
Feast will be our biggest and tastiest yet $15 / $39.95 
dinner. Great American Music Hall, 859 O’Farrell St.
FRI • TREE LIGHTING/UNION SQUARE
Fri Nov 25 | 6 pm |  2016 Union Square Tree Lighting. 
Macy’s 27th Annual Tree Lighting in Union Square 
Park between Sutter and Post and Geary and Stock-
ton The 33,000 twinkling energy-efficient LED lights 
and 1,100 shining ornaments will appear at 6:40 pm 
after performances and ceremonies.
MON • CENTRAL COUNCIL
Mon Nov 28 | 7 pm |   West of Twin Peaks Central 
Council meets to discuss local topics. Meets the 4th 
Mon each month. Forest Hills Clubhouse, 381 Magel-
lan Ave. westoftwinpeaks.org
MON • S.H.A.R.P / OUR HISTORY
Mon Nov 28 | 7 pm |  Sunset Heights, a 19th cen-
tury hamlet of dairies, hog ranches, and roadhouse 
owners survived in foggy isolation. Historian Woody 
LaBounty, will trace the cultural, architectural, and 
political development of our neighborhood. 1736 9th 
Avenue. Meets last monday of the month.
THU • OMI NEIGHBORS IN ACTION
Thu Dec 17 | 1-3 pm |  No meetings in Nov. or Dec. 
Instead join us at our annual Holiday Toy Give Away 
at Minnie & Lovie Rec Center @ Captiol & Montana.
THU • GLIDE HOLIDAY FESTIVAL
Thu Dec 3 | 5:30/7 pm Concert |  Bringing Down 
the House the GLIDE Ensemble and Change Band, 
Proceeds to Mo’s Kitchen and Glide programs. Pre-
concert/intermission hors d’oeuvres and libations 
from finest SF restaurants and beverage companies. 
Warfield Theater, 982 Market St. Tix: Ticketmaster & 
Warfield Box Office.
SUN • ASIAN ART MUSEUM FREE DAY
Sun Dec 4 | 10 am - 5 pm |  Every first Sunday is free 
at the Asian Art Museum (save $12) -17,000 artworks 
spanning 6 thousand years. Special exhibitions may 
require separate charges. 200 Larkin St.
TUE • CONSERVATORY FREE DAY
Tue Dec 6 |10 am–4:30 pm |  100 J F Kennedy Dr. 
Free every first Tuesday.
TUE • DE YOUNG FREE DAY
Tue Dec 6 | 9:30 am - 5:15 pm |  Art from 17th-20th 
centuries, native Americas, Africa, & Pacific. 50 Hagi-
wara Tea Garden Drive. Free first Tuesdays.
TUE • LEGION OF HONOR FREE DAY
Tue Nov 8 | 9:30 am - 5:15 pm |  4000 years of 
ancient and European art in the exquisite Beaux-Arts 
building. 100 34th Ave. Free first Tues. 
WED • GWPNA
Wed Dec 6 | 6:30 |  Greater West Portal Neighbor-
hood Assn meetings are open to all members and to 
the public, first Wed each Month. Playground Club-
house,131 Lenox Way. GWPNA.org

Local event? editor@westsideobserver.com
Priority: Westside Events

 NOV 4 TO FEB 26 • FRANK STELLA RETROSPECTIVE - DE YOUNG MUSEUM
Tues–Sun, 9:30 am–5:15 pm | HERBST EXHIBITION GALLERIES  For almost six decades Frank Stella has 
been one of the most important and influential figures in the evolution of modern art, expanding the defini-
tions of art and challenging its conventions. Exploring pictorial space—how paintings can seem to expand or 
contract, lie completely flat or envelop the viewer, suggest movement or foster stillness—has led to some of 
Stella’s most significant innovations. Golden Gate Park | 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive. Closed Mondays
THU • NOV 17 • 6 PM • AMENDING SF’S LOCAL COASTAL PROGRAM 

 Join SF Planning’s Workshop on the Draft LCP Amendment—balance envi-
ronmental resources, maintain coastal access, address community needs, and 
protect public infrastructure, such as roads and wastewater treatment facilities. 
1650 Mission St. 4th Fl. Draft available online Nov 7. www.sf-planning.org
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Flora Lynn Isaacson

Holiday Parties at The Cliff House

The Lands End Room
Located in the Sutro's Restaurant the 
Lands End Room is a semi-private 
space for smaller parties of 17 – 49 
offering California cuisine,  awesome 
ocean views and Sutro Baths history.

Large Parties Direct 415-666-4005
lauraine@cliffhouse.com

Call soon to book your event!

The Terrace Room
Offering sweeping views of the Pacifi c 
Ocean, historic ambiance and delightful 
cuisine, the Terrace Room is a truly unique 
private event venue for groups up to 120.

Private Events Direct 415-666-4027
virginia@cliffhouse.com

1090 Point Lobos
415-386-3330

www.CliffHouse.com

SAN FR ANCISCO ’S
HOME FOR

CL ASSIC
MUSIC AL THEATRE

N O V E M B E R  2 - 2 0
E U R E K A  T H E A T R E  •  2 1 5  J A C K S O N  S T R E E T

415.255.8207 • 42ndStMoon.org

Dickens Never Fails at Christmas 
By Jonathan Farrell

Women doing business and being their own proprietors is routine these days. 
But over a century ago, this was an exception, especially in Victorian Eng-
land. Yet even with social restrictions and a heavy caste system, there were 

some who managed quite well, among them Mad Sal of Mad Sal’s Dockside Alehouse at 
the annual Great Dickens Christmas Fair in the Cow Palace beginning on November 19. 

While there is no actual character 
in any of Charles Dickens’ stories named 
Mad Sal, the likelihood of someone who 
fits her type of character would have been 
around in Dickens’ time. 

Executive Director of the Dickens Fair, 
Kevin Patterson, took a moment to explain 
how Mad Sal came into being. “The char-
acter of Mad Sal was created by my father, 
Ron Patterson.  Ron as co-founder of the 
Dickens Fair was an amazing art director 
as well as impresario. He and my mother 
Phyllis Patterson did a lot of work to 

make the experience of a Dickens type of 
Christmas come to life, very much like a 
living Victorian Christmas card. And 
in researching Victorian London, Ron 
found a drawing of a female innkeeper 
with serious attitude.”  

So my Dad said Patterson and lead 
actress and improvisational diva, Judy 
Kory, took this  vintage lithograph he 
had found and  invented the character 
of Mad Sal. In keeping with the art form 
of environmental theatre unique to the 
Dickens Fair, Judy evolved the character 
over the next five years.” He noted that a 
total of six actresses have portrayed Mad 
Sal over the 34 seasons of the Dickens 
Fair.

Curious to know the secret to Mad 
Sal’s longevity, this reporter asked, what is 
this New Show at Sal’s that everyone’s talk-
ing about? What is the basis of the show? Is 
it based upon actual show formats of Dick-
ens’ time or an approximation thereof?

“Among the many popular shows to 
have appeared on Sal’s stage over the years” 
said Patterson, “is perhaps the Music Hall. 
As you know, Music Hall is a type of Brit-
ish theatrical entertainment that first 
became popular in the early Victorian era 

circa 1850. It involved a mixture of popular 
songs, comedy, and variety entertainment,” 
he said. 

“And this year, The All New Mad Sal’s 
Dockside Alehouse Music Hall Review 
featuring Le Can Can Bijou, with its new 
songs (including two never before heard 
anywhere) has a completely new cast. 
Comedic characters, singers, dancers and 
a bit of acrobatics, all performed by enthu-
siastic and talented performers – not to 
mention a surprisingly touching ‘through 
line’ he said, that -promises to be even bet-
ter than ever!”

Visitors to The Dockside Alehouse at 
the Dickens Fair will see that it is the best, 
most popular bar in all of  Dickens’ Lon-
don, fully recreated by the cast and crew of 
the Fair and Red Barn Productions at the 
Cow Palace. 

“Yet, as it is in many of Dickens’ sto-
ries a popular spot like The Dockside Ale-
house happens to be located in the worst, 
most dangerous part of London” said Pat-
terson.   “And maybe that, for the wealthy 
who flock to it,is part of the charm. It isn’t 
a place where one can openly ‘hire’ the ser-
vices of a female ‘companion’, or engage in 
highly illegal opium smuggling, or a place 
where the shadiest and most dangerous of 
Dickens’ characters occasionally gather to 
plot their dangerous and shady schemes. 
No, for all intents and purposes, Sal’s is 
the go to place for drinking, singing and 
merriment (much  like the Oom-pah-pah 
scene in the movie musical Oliver). But not 
too far off in its shadows, dark things con-
tinue to occur.”

“Sal is by far the loudest, he said, 
most colorful, most interesting, not to 

mention  powerful and important per-
son in the best, most popular bar in all of 
London.” 

The annual Great Dickens Christmas 
Fair starts Nov 19 and continues for five 
consecutive weekends which includes the 
Friday after Thanksgiving; and then ends 
on Dec. 18. Tickets are now on sale. Visit 
the Dickens Christmas Fair web site for 
more details at: dickensfair.com
Jonathan Farrell is a San Francisco free 
lance reporter. Feedback: jonathan@west-
sideobserver.com

The Dance from the Music Hall revue at Mad Sal’s Alehouse. Photo: MarkEYE

MAD SAL’S DOCKSIDE ALE HOUSE, where Pipe & Bowl Morris 
perform lusty traditional dances celebrating beer, flirting, and the 
pleasures of country life. Photo: MarkEYE  courtesy of Red Barn 
Productions and The Great Dickens Christmas Fair. 

Violinist, Cat Taylor always wows Photo: MarkEYE

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
-THE MUSICAL – IS SHEER DELIGHT!

In a recent brilliant production by the IAM Theatre Company a 
National Premiere of Pride and Prejudice-The Musical wowed 
audiences at the Southside Theater Fort Mason Center Fort Mason! 

It will re-open in November at another theatre location – soon to be announced. This 
presentation is based on Jane Austen’s famous novel and features music and lyrics by 
Emmy Award-Winning Song Writer Rita Abrams, with San Francisco Author-Libret-
tist Josie Brown. The show is superbly directed by Lexie Papedo Gasparini.

According to Michael Krasny (host of 
KQED-SF-NPR’s Forum and author of Off 
Mike: A Memoire of Talk Radio And Lit-
erary Life), “Emmy Award-Winning Song 
Writer Rita Abrams has managed to bring 
her considerable powers to Austen’s Pride 
and Prejudice in a way that brings that 
classic work alive, and keeps us thoroughly 
engaged as we listen to the catchy and 

compelling lyrics embodied her delight-
ful and wonderfully enchanting melodies. 
The songs are a triumph of inventiveness 
and skill, and display the abundant talent 
of this rich and original gifted songwriter.”

Dressed in 19th Century costumes 
cleverly designed by Kathy Deichen (who 
also plays Mrs. Bennet in this production) 

14
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Do you have a pinched nerve? 
We can help. 
Dear friend,

It’s hard to believe, I know, but it’s true. 
Last year more Americans were killed by 
prescription drugs than 
by guns, AIDS, suicides 
and terrorists com-
bined...But we’ll get to 
that in a minute.

Let me start by 
explaining the photo 
in this letter. You know 
when I meet people in 
town they usually say, 
“Oh yeah, I know you, 
you are Doctor Mea-
kim. You have been on 
the corner of Beach and 
Jones for years”…(and 
we just moved to our 
new office on Clement Street). Well, that’s 
me. I’m also the woman hugging her niece 
at the jersey shore in the picture. 

17 years ago something happened 
that changed my life forever. I was a young 
woman living in Philadelphia when it hap-
pened. I was driving with a friend when she 
missed a stop sign and rammed into the side 
of another car. We were all shaken up. The 
police were called and we all went to the 
hospital. No one was bleeding, so the doc-
tors took some x-rays of our neck, gave us 
pain meds and sent us on our way. The next 
day I woke up with pain everywhere and 
it just kept getting worse. For years I tried 
everything that I could find. For an escape 
from the pain, I went to medical doctors, 
physical therapists, acupuncturists, I tried 
special pillows, and anything I thought 
might help. I spent a lot of time and money. 
Along the way I had two more car acci-
dents and the pain kept getting worse and 
worse. I had developed fibromyalgia, neck 
pain, mid-back pain and low-back pain 
with tingling and numbness down my right 
arm and leg. I was scared that something 
was really wrong with me. This could not 
be normal. I was only 33 years old and felt 
like I was 100. That is when someone told 
me about a chiropractor that they thought 
could help. As a matter of fact, after the first 
person told me about him, two more people 
did that same week. So I made an appoint-
ment with the chiropractor. Thank good-
ness that they took the time to help me! I 
went to his office where he asked me about 
my problems, did an exam, and took some 
x-rays of my head and back. After that he 
pointed out where my nerves were pinched 
and adjusted them. The adjustment was so 
light I barely felt it. I began crying as I felt 
the pain leave my body for the first time in 
years. It may sound strange, but I was so 
happy and grateful for the relief that I still 
thank him every day! After that, I knew 
what I had to do. I had to become a chiro-
practor, and that’s how it happened! 

I have adjusted many children within the 
first 15 minutes after birth. They obviously 
didn’t complain of neck pain or back pain; 
I adjust them to keep them healthy... as 
with all the hundreds of children I care 
for in my office. 

You see, it’s not normal for kids to get 
ear infections, asthma, allergies or a num-
ber of other illnesses we see clear up in our 
office everyday.

When the nervous system is working 
correctly your internal resistance and heal-
ing powers are enhanced.

A healthy family does NOT rely on 
medication to make them well. My family 
does not turn to medication to seek health 
and we don’t have a “medicine chest” in our 
home. Due to years of advertising satura-
tion from the pharmaceutical companies 
most Americans do seek health from out-
side- in and most families have a “medicine 
chest” filled with an average of 16 different 
medications.

In an average year, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) reports over 1.5 mil-
lion hospitalizations due to medication. 

Last year the WHO reported 350,000 
deaths due to medication people took... 
and 160,000 were when the drugs were pre-

scribed correctly. More 
people died last year 
from medication than at 
Pearl Harbor and Viet-
nam. Amazing huh?

If drugs make peo-
ple well, then those who 
take the most should be 
the healthiest, but this 
simply isn’t the case.

Many people are 
beginning to under-
stand that health 
comes from within.  
This is why chiro-
practic helps so many 

people. You see, your body can heal 
itself. Your body doesn’t need any help; 
it just can’t have any interference. With 
chiropractic, we don’t add anything 
to the body or take anything from it. 
We find interference in the nervous system 
and remove it thus enhancing the healing 
capacities of the body.

We get tremendous results... it really is 
as simple as that.

For the past eight years, people from 
San Francisco and the surrounding area 
have come to see me with their pinched 
nerve problems.
• Headaches 
• Migraines 
• Chronic Pain 
• Neck pain 
• Shoulder/arm pain 
• Whiplash from car accidents 
• Backaches 
• Numbness in limbs 
• Athletic injuries just to name a few.

Here is what some of your neighbors 
have said:

“I had back pain for 15 plus years and 
two back operations. Now I play tennis, sit 
at my computer and enjoy an active pain 
free life! Thank you Dr. Meakim!” — A. 
McGrath

“All possible medicines and doctors, 
you made a miracle taking away my pain!! 
I am a happy wife and mother again!” — L 
Igudesman

“I have had chronic neck, shoulder and 
arm pain for the last 4 years. After seeing Dr. 
Meakim I can now twist off caps, button/zip 
my own pants and there is no longer a need 
for me to ice my arm in the morning and 
night! I feel more energetic, and can move 
my arm and neck pain free!” — C. Brubaker

My qualifications:
I am a graduate of Palmer College of 

Chiropractic, I have published articles in 
leading chiropractic journals and taught 
chiropractic to chiropractors! I’ve been 
helping your neighbors in San Francisco 
since 2004. I’ve been entrusted to take 
care of tiny babies to athletes that you may 
know.

My assistants are Miranda and Nancy 
and they are friendly and helpful and ready 
to assist you to set up an evaluation. Our 
clinic is both friendly and warm and we 
try our best to make you feel at home. We 
have wonderful service at an exceptional 
fee. Our clinic is called Healthy Life Chi-
ropractic and it is at 101 Clement Street (at 
the corner of Clement St. and 2nd Avenue). 
Our phone number is 415-751-7071. Call 
today for an appointment. We can help you. 
Thank you.—Dr. Christina Meakim D.C.

P.S. When accompanied by the first 
family member, I am also offering the sec-
ond family member this same examination 
for only $17.

P.P.S. Can you imagine not having to 
wait at a doctor’s office? Well, your time 
is as valuable as mine. That’s why we have 
a no-wait policy. You will be seen within 
minutes of your appointment.

P.P.P.S. Of course, all people respond 
differently to care.

Second Thoughts • By Jack Kaye

Standing Up for Our Imperfect Country

Several weeks ago a highly paid football quarterback refused to 
stand with his team for the National Anthem because he felt that 
he could no longer stand in support of a country which allows 

several unarmed minority members to be shot to death by police. This courageous 
young athlete could not support an imperfect country.

Some intelligent, well meaning people 
came out in support of this brave display of 
America’s First Amendment right: freedom 
of speech. “You may not agree with him 
but we must respect his right to express 
himself,” we are told. “Americans gave their 
lives fighting in Vietnam, Afghanistan and 
Iraq to preserve our First Amendment 
rights,” we are reminded. “It has begun a 
conversation about this important issue,” 
we are asked to believe and to therefore 
forget all the conversation of the past two 
years.

Some intelligent and well meaning 
Americans have come out against this 
behavior calling it unpatriotic, ungrateful 
and not helpful, only adding fuel to the fire. 

Some team fans are burning jerseys 
with the quarterback’s name and number. 
Sales are way up with the profits going to 
the cause. Many promise to stop watch-
ing the team which, though once great, 
appears to be headed for a losing season. 
Some are suggesting that the player be left 
seated throughout not only the anthem but 
the entire game until he is released from 
the roster. He has been seated lately but still 
earns more than $1 million a game or more 
than we pay the President of the United 
States in annual salary and benefits to work 
24/7/52 to do the hardest, most important 
job in the world. And we hear that CEOs 
are overpaid.

This young rebel is protesting the fact 
that there have been several cases of appar-
ent police use of unnecessary force result-
ing in the deaths of suspects and that this 
seems disproportionately to affect black 
men. In the past few years we have been 
made aware of videos showing police offi-
cers overreacting, often to people resisting 
arrest. While in several of the most pub-
licized cases it was found by local juries 
and federal investigations that the offi-
cers were not at fault, there were several 
which seemed like definite cases of deadly 
overreaction.

Surely no American of sound mind 
thinks that the use of unnecessary force 
by police is ever acceptable. It is clear that 
some officers have the wrong attitude 
about their work and the public they serve 
and that they need to be either retrained 
or dismissed. Surely any American with a 
heart can empathize with grieving parents 
who lost their grown children for any rea-
son, especially if by those sworn to serve 
and protect.

Understanding all this, I still feel 
that the young man’s decision to show 
disrespect for flag and country was very 
wrong and should not be encouraged or 
rationalized. 

Countries, like people, are never per-
fect - without fault. America is no exception 
even though it is considered exceptional. 
America is the richest and most power-
ful nation on earth. Americans believe in 
freedom and fairness but we don’t always 
practice it.

From our very beginning there have 
been cases of unfairness and lack of free-
dom. We were not fair to our hosts, the 
American Indians. We fought them, took 
their land, broke our treaties and then 
cheated them out of their royalties from oil 
found on their exiled land. 

We were not very fair to slaves we 
brought from Africa. They were not con-
sidered to be equal to people of European 
ancestry. When slavery was ended after a 
few hundred years, blacks were mistreated 
under Jim Crow policies that kept them 
separate and unequal.

We were not very fair to Americans of 
Japanese heritage in the 1940s. Their free-
dom was denied them, without due pro-
cess, when they were removed from their 
homes and sent to resettlement centers 

for fear that they might help the Japanese 
invade America. This overreaction was 
ordered by F.D.R., America’s most liberal 
leader.

Today, 33 million people, ten percent 
of our population live in poverty. While 
America’s safety nets help reduce the suf-
fering, the suffering still exists in this land 
of such great wealth and generosity. This 
does not seem fair and its victims do not 
seem very free.

Blacks make up 13% of the U.S. popu-
lation for a total of 40 million people. One 
out of four black Americans is considered 
poor. That means 10 million people or one 
out of every three Americans living in pov-
erty is black. Poverty is the leading cause of 
crime and violence.

While several people each year die 
unnecessarily in police hands, with even 
one being too many, each year almost 7,000 
murder victims in America are black as are 
93% of their assailants. This small minority 
accounts for the majority U.S. murders.

America, while great, is not perfect. 
We Americans are not perfect. The world 
is not perfect. Life is not perfect.

But I don’t think that the right response 
is to show disrespect, to withdraw one’s 
allegiance because work needs be done. I 
don’t think that protest marches and dem-
onstrations, sure to bring out the violent 
fringe, are the answer. I don’t think that 
blocking streets or bridges is acceptable. 
This athlete did not open our eyes to a flaw 
in America of which we were not painfully 
aware. We have been hearing about it for a 
couple of years, again and again. 

So what would work? What could 
these well paid professional athletes do to 
make a difference - to make lives better for 
Americans and to make America a better 
country for it?

They can do what our billionaires 
are doing: they can promise to give most 
of their overly generous earnings to orga-
nizations that can help ameliorate social 
problems that are causing and caused by 
poverty. They could donate tens of millions 
to their city’s or state’s schools to pay teach-
ers more, build more schools and have 
smaller class sizes so teachers can know 
their students and their needs. They could 
donate millions to help released prisoners 
in their state to find their way back to the 
mainstream, avoiding future crime and 
violence. They could donate money for 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation centers and 
mental health facilities.

It’s easy to charge the field with hands 
up (before finding out that there were actu-
ally no hands up during the referenced 
police encounter) or to sit down during 
the national anthem or the pledge of alle-
giance. It takes more character to sacrifice 
to help ease the suffering. Surely, this quar-
terback could afford to pledge $10 million 
a year to help relieve the causes of suffer-
ing in his community, and he can urge all 
his fellow athletes to also make a pledge of 
financial support.

And instead of staging protest marches 
that lead to violence, looting and destruc-
tion, groups that want lives to matter can 
do their share by going into the most dan-
gerous parts of their communities and 
standing as a peace barrier between rival 
gangs and factions in order to end the 
bloodshed. They can go to schools and tell 
students to stay in school, study hard and 
not use drugs or alcohol. They could cau-
tion girls about the risks involved in a cer-
tain intimate romantic activity that leads to 
unintentional parenthood.

We can all work hard to make Amer-
ica a better place for all of its citizens. We 
can stand up and pledge our undying alle-
giance to our beloved, though still imper-
fect, homeland.
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Remember When?

Irving Theater, December 10, 1942. Opened: June 10, 1926. First film: “Madam Behave!” starring Julian Eltinge (a famous drag queen) Location: Irving Street, on the north side between 14th and 15th Avenues.  
Sunset District. Closed: July 8, 1962. The Irving, with its stunning sign that lit up the Inner Sunset at night, was torn down in 1962. An apartment building now occupies the lot. (Info courtesy outsidelands.org) Published by  
permission of the San Francisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library

Rules: 
Each puzzle is a 9 by 9 
grid of squares divided 
into nine 3 by 3 square 
blocks, with some of 
the numbers filled in 
for you.

The Object: 
Fill in the blank 
squares so that each 
of the numbers 1 to 9 
appears exactly once 
in each row,column 
and block.

Answer: appears below.

W E S T O F T W I N P E A K S P R O P E R T I E S S O L D S I N C E 6/1/16
FACT:   INVENTORY HAS NEVER BEEN LOWER WHEN COMPARED TO BUYER DEMAND

ADDRESS TYPE BEDS BATHS PK ASKING SOLD %OF ASKING

20 Santa Rita Ave Forest Hill  4 3.5 1 2,695,000 3,050,000 113.17

301 Edgehill Way Forest Hill Extensio  2 1 1 998,000 1,130,000 113.23

491 Ulloa St Forest Hill Extensio  2 1 2 1,095,000 1,200,000 109.59

4 Lansdale Ave Sherwood Forest  3 2 2 1,395,000 1,450,000 103.94

72 Westgate Dr Mount Davidson  2 2 2 1,298,000 1,450,000 111.71

95 Keystone Way Mount Davidson  4 3 1 1,575,000 1,625,000 103.17

376 Hazelwood Ave Westwood Highlands  3 2 1 1,395,000 1,625,000 116.49

135 Wawona St West Portal  4 3 2 1,928,000 2,185,000 113.3

DRE# 01349379 
415.269.4663

www.Living415.com 
jennifer@rosdail.com  

Rigorous Rendezvous
I give and I take 
But make no mistake 
‘Cause like it or not 
I’m calling the shots 
To complete your task 
Questions must I ask 
First, prove who you are 
Or you won’t get far 
Options I provide 
Choices you decide 
Tell me what you want 
Just answer my prompts 
A bad selection? 
I’ll voice rejection 
But don’t get uptight 
Keep your goal in sight 
Everything is cool 
Just follow my rules 
Transaction complete 
Please take your small sheet 
Someday, who knows when 
We’ll do it again 
What am I?
Answer

An ATM (Automated Teller Machine) also known 
as an ABM (Automated Banking Machine)

and Suzan Plath, the production begins 
with 12 talented actors singing “Welcome to 
the Neighborhood” to wealthy newcomers. 

Now, we get to the story itself. This 
critic has strong admiration for the Jane 
Austen Pride and Prejudice novel, which is 
the story of Mr. and Mrs. Bennet and their 
five unmarried daughters. Mrs. Bennet (a 
fluttery Kathy Deichen) is complaining to 
(stuffy) Mr. Bennet (played well by Geof-
frey Colton) that it is so hard to marry 
one daughter well, let alone 5 of them. 
The song “It’s a Truth” further emphasizes 
the situation – especially the pressures on 
wealthy single men to marry – and is sung 
by wealthy (snobbish) gentleman Fitzwil-
liam Darcy (David Crane), his wealthy 
best-friend Charles Bingley (Kodo Elder-
Groebe), and Bingley’s sister Caroline (Kim 
Long). In fact, Darcy is the perfect hus-
band-candidate for second daughter, the 
sensible Elizabeth (Brittany Law, who gives 

a very convincing performance); however, 
she takes an instant dislike to him because 
she thinks he’s “haughty.” In the end, Darcy 
drops his arrogant ways, and they are 
reunited when he proposes to Elizabeth.

 Next are the stories of the other daugh-
ters. Their marriage-matches are dramatic, 
yet successful – especially that of the young-
est, gossipy Lydia (played by the credible 
and talented 16-year-old Brigid O’Brien) 
who runs away with Officer George Wick-
ham (Fernando Siu) and scandalizes the 
Bennet family at a time when they want 
their name to be held in highest esteem in 
order to attract rich mates for their girls. 

Wonderful supporting performances 
are given by Sandi Rubay as Lady Catherine 
DeBourgh as Darcy’s aristocratic Aunt and 
Chris Maltby as the clergyman Mr. Collins 
whose animated singing and dancing bring 
roars of laughter from the audience. Per-
fectly cast as the other sisters are the oldest 
– Jane (Lizzie Moss), middle-sister Mary 

Theater(Cont. from p. 14) (Elena Schoen), and fourth sister Kitty 
(Hannah Leonard), as well as those who 
were cast as their friend Charlotte Lucas 
(Juliette Heller), Lady Lucas (Kelle Gaspa-
rini), and Denny (Jesse Northen). 

Lexie Papedo Gasparini skillfully 
directs this delightful cast, especially with 
the many scene changes, and the crowd-
scenes worked quite well, with the help 
of Choreographer Nicole Helfer. Jordan 
Plath’s set is series of flats and props on 

the presidium stage. It adds to the flavor of 
the play. The Music Conductor is Andrew 
Klein; Rita Abrams herself is the accom-
panist; Mike Evans is on drums, and Jeff 
Sherman is on the bass. 

This critic has no hesitation in say-
ing Pride and Prejudice-The Musical will 
delight audiences again at its next Bay 
Area theatre location. 

Stay tuned! Flora Lynn Isaacson 
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“ In the event of a power outage,  
we want our customers to  
stay safe and stay informed.” 

BRANDON GONZALES
Troubleman

pge.com/outagealerts

Helping  
you stay 
informed
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PG&E wants you to always be informed about potential power outages in your area.  
That’s why PG&E offers outage alerts via email, text and phone that provide up-to-date information about the cause of an outage 

and let customers know when they can expect the 

power to be back on.

PG&E crews respond to power outages 24 hours 

a day to restore power as quickly and safely as 

possible. To stay informed, sign up for outage 

alerts at pge.com/outagealerts. Go online Sign up Stay informed
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 “ If Prop. V passes, I will 
be forced to tax my boba 
drinks and other items I  
sell in my store.”  

Mary Nguyen
T&T Café
Chinatown

Store owners and their customers say Prop. V is a tax on GrocerieS.

“ This isn’t just a tax on 
sodas — anything in 
our restaurant could be 
increased to recoup  
the cost.”  

Soledad “Sally” Marquez
Grandma’s deli and Cafe
SoUth oF MaRKEt

 “ San Francisco is already 
too expensive. The last 
thing we need is a tax on 
our groceries and on  
my customers.”  

Roberto Ocaña
luCky Pork markeT
MiSSion DiStRiCt

JOIN yOur 
LOcaL SMaLL  
BuSINESSES.
VOTE NO ON 
PrOP. V

“ This isn’t just a tax on 
sodas, this is a tax on 
groceries that will hurt 
my customers and this 
community.”

Humberto Felix
Casa LuCaz #3
ExCElSioR

enouGh iS enouGh: don’t Tax our Groceries. 

VOTE NO on PrOP. V Do the research yourself at: 
SFGrocerytaxFacts.org

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

VOTE NO
PROP. V

ON

Paid for by No on V, Enough is Enough: Don’t Tax Our Groceries, 
with major funding by American Beverage Association California 
PAC. Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org.

Don’t ForGet to Vote on election Day  

tueSDay, noVember 8!
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 Real Travel By Sergio Nibbi

Conveniently located between San Francisco and the 
Peninsula with easy access to Highway 280 & 101

RCFE# 415600867

165 Pierce Street • Daly City, CA
PeninsulaDelRey.com • 650.468.2854

In depen den t & A ssist ed Li v ing R esidences

The great outdoors 
and the great indoors, 
all in one.
 Have you ever noticed that folks always say the great outdoors? 
Well, what about the great indoors? Can’t they be great, too? 
 They sure can. And Peninsula Del Rey is a perfect example. Some 
would say it’s about as cozy as a retirement community can be. 
 But here’s the best part. Peninsula Del Rey is located smack-dab in 
the middle of the Bay Area. And you can take advantage of it all by 
joining one (or several) of our many active clubs like the Walking Club, 
Zumba Gold®, and the Gardening Club.
 Come experience the great indoors AND outdoors for yourself at 
Peninsula Del Rey. Please call 650.468.2854 to schedule your compli-
mentary lunch and tour.

Mission Accomplished 

While driving south on 101 one 
of our favorite detours is peel-
ing off at San Juan Bautista, 

which is a couple of miles east of the high-
way. In less than five minutes one leaves behind the mad-
ness of the road with its endless parade of semis and cars 
chasing each other recklessly down the road as if com-
peting at Le Mans. Once there our first stop is always at 
Dona Esther, one of the oldest and best known Mexican 
restaurants in the area. If it’s a warm day we’ll sit in the 
patio, otherwise a window table is our next choice. A full 
menu is available but we always fall back on our favor-
ite, “Chicken Enchilada for the Small Appetite” which is more than enough for us. The 
plates arrive scalding hot with the same warning, “don’t touch the plate.” The cheese is 
beautifully melted over the enchilada and the refried beans and the rice are delicious. The 
biggest treat for us is the home- made chips & salsa that is mostly devoured before our 
entree arrives. 

Having been in the same location for 
over 34 years, the restaurant was originally 
started by Alfonso Castaneda, and is now 
managed by his daughter Tami and her 
cousin, Fredy Cas-
taneda. Dona Esther 
has been recog-
nized as one of the 
“Best Restaurants 
in the U.S.” by His-
panic Magazine and 
voted “Best Mexican 
Restaurant in San 
Benito County.” No 
wonder we enjoy it 
so much!!

And after that 
delicious meal, if we’re really in the mood 
to pig out, we’ll swing by Margot’s Ice 
Cream Parlor, just down the street, or make 
our way to the San Juan Bakery at the end 
of the main street for a loaf of freshly baked 
bread, or possibly some nice sweet treats. 

Understandably, after all that guilt we 
always feel the need to stop by Mission San 
Juan Bautista and make amends for our 

gluttonous ways. Hopefully those few coins 
in the collection box will buy us some time 
before our next visit to the ice cream store. 

Mission San Juan Bautista was the 
fifteenth mission 
founded in 1797 by 
the Franciscan father, 
Fermin Francisco de 
Lasuen, who was the 
successor to Father 
Junipero Serra. The 
mission happens to 
be the largest of the 
mission churches and 
is still in excellent 

Education
Giving Thanks—
Again and Again
By Carol Kocivar  
©2016

When I think of Thanksgiving, 
besides turkey and cranberry 
sauce and stuffing, the music 

of life lilts through my memories.  Of all the 
holidays, Thanksgiving reminds me of pass-
ing time.

I grew up in a small village. Just before 
Thanksgiving, we raked up all the leaves in 
our driveway into big piles to make room for 
family visitors. 

 “The falling leaves drift by the window. 
The autumn leaves of red and gold.”

And every Thanksgiving, my grand-
mother played Autumn Leaves on the piano. 
I was enthralled.  (How was I to know that 
it was Johnny Mercer, not Grandma Bessie, 
who wrote those haunting lyrics.)

To every thing there is a season…
You may think of Ecclesiastes when you 

hear:
“A time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that 
which is planted…”

Me?  I hear music. I hear the great hit 
of the 60’s by the Byrds. They swept Eccle-
siastes into a catchy tune and simplified the 
lyrics: 

“A time to be born, a time to die
A time to plant, a time to reap”
It was quite the discovery for college 

“know-it-alls” that these timeless lyrics did 
not spring from the heart of a rock and roll 
band. 

I hope you hear the music, too.
May your Thanksgiving reflect the 

joy of the newest family members and the 
memories of those we still see in faded 
photographs. 
Carol Kocivar is a Westside children’s advocate. 
Feedback: kocivar@westsideobserver.com

condition. In fact, it was Alfred Hitch-
cock who selected the mission as the 
setting for the 1957 production of the 
movie Vertigo, starring Kim Novak 
and Jimmy Stewart. Now that alone is 
worth a trip to check it out. 

On our last visit we were told 
that every December 21st the light of 
the midwinter solstice illuminates the 
main altar tabernacle, with the sun’s 
early morning light projecting through 
the church structure, creating a breath-
taking spectacle. 

I can certainly understand why the 
city has become so popular, with events 
scheduled every month of the year, like 
the annual Ghost Walk in October, 
Marathons, Arts and Crafts Festivals, 
Car Shows, performances at Il Teatro 
Compesino,  a Dutch Oven Cooking 
Demonstration, and finally “Vertigo 
Day” at the San Juan Bautista Historic 
Park. 

Once back on the highway you 
can head south towards Monterey or 
Los Angeles, or if heading back home 
to the Bay Area you can always stop off 
in Gilroy at the Premium Outlet Stores 
if you really want a smack of reality. 
But if you’re really desperate, there is 
an In-N-Out Burger right there on 
Leavesley Road, but just remember one 
very important thing, it ain’t no Dona 
Esther!!!    
Sergio Nibbi gets around—the world! 
Feedback: sergio@westsideobserver.com
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Also endorsed by:
•Supervisor Katy Tang
•Supervisor Scott Wiener

“Engardio is the best choice.”
“He’s eager to tame a soaring budget.”
“Seriousness and problem-solving skills.”

Follow the campaign:

Facebook.com/jengardio

Read Joel’s ideas:

Engardio.com

Paid for by Engardio for District 7 Supervisor 2016. 
Financial disclosures available at SFEtchics.org.

THINK
DYNAMIC & 
TENACIOUS

Think Zephyr.

Highly competitive and nuanced, the Bay Area real estate market can be both 
challenging and rewarding. Zephyr turns local clients into successful home 
sellers, buyers and investors.

ZephyrRE.com


